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To His Graice the 

DUKEofpORSE T. 



My Lord, ^ 

T Had a very early Ambition to recom- 
^ mend myfclf to your Grace's Patro*- 
nage ; in my Poem on jthe Arrival of the 
late Pjeiince of Wal£s from Hanover^ 
(which I had the Honour to prefent to his 
Royal Highnefs at ^t. James's ) I attempt- 
ed to draw the Charaders of the principal 
Nobility.of England^ amongft whom youi 
Grace flood, apparently my favowritc , 
Porniut 

A a Three 
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Three Years afcer, my Affairs carried 
me over to Ireland^ where I had the Plca- 
fure to find your Grace the Viceroy^ 
• There my firft Impreffions were greatly 
improved, by the illuftrious Chara(5ter the j 
Lord Lieutenant had fo univerfally 
obtained. There I found your Grace. 
the Promoter of the Linen ^o^iCp.. 
and by your ^propriathig a Fund of 
twenty thouikiid PoiukSs a Tear for its 

♦ 

Eftablilhmmt, it is now become not <only 
the Stapk Manufa^hire^ but, by die 
tent of its Exports, the chitf Revenue o^ i 
that Kingdom. 

i 

Thus, like a wife and difinterefted- 
Governor, your Grace opened a Scene 
of future Wealth and Happine^ to that 
Nation; as Flans of public Good, the be- 
neficial 
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WB&aal Confeqneiioss of nrfikh arc to <d<s 
fcend to PoaTt&rrr, can only be fug^ 
^{efled, and carried into Execution, by a 
jppeat and truly Patriot Mind. 

But fuch Condud was due to your 
Grace's Reputation; a Character 
early raifed^ and nobly iupported, by that 
lingular and unblemifhed Integrity, if^ich 
fo powerfully recommended you to the 
beft of M0NARCHS4 

• 

I have the Honour to prefent this Book 
to your Grace, not only as an Offering 
of my Relped, but as. a Debt of Duty^ 
having had the Happinefs of being under 
your Care and Protection. 

The powerful Patronage, which the 
DuK£ andDuCHsss of Dorset confer-^ 

red 



4 

viii .The DEDICATION. 

red on the Theatre, was the fare Means 
of eitabliihing its Succefs ; thi^ Hiftory 
therefore is, with Propriety, as .well as 
Gratitudb, addrel&d to your Gracs» 

by. 

* 

My Lord, 
Your Grace's mofl obliged^ 

0 

Devoted Servaiit, 

TCing-Jlreet,'] 
fib. 7t 1761Z 

B£NjAMiN Victor. 



THE 



uiyiiized by Google 



HISTORY 

OP THE 

THEATRES 

OP 

LONDON and DUBLIN. 

MY ing^iflotts Ffiend tke late 
CouEY Gibber £fq« Corner . 
dian aii4 Poet Lauretti Im given 
us a veiy vduable entertaining Traft; 
called. An Apology, for his Life, 
vrhich contains an hiftorical View of 
the Stage during his own lime; a 
Work that has been univerfally read, and 

B . , juftly 
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juftiy admired. He has clofed that uie&i 
Book with the following Paragraph : 

• ft 

*^ What Commotions the Stage fell 
into the following Y^ar, or from what 
Provocations the greateft Part of the 
Adors revolted, and fet up for them- 
felves in the Little Houfe in the Hay- 
market^ lies not within the Promile of 
my Title-page to relate: Or as it 
might fet fome Perfons living in a light 
^ they pbflibly might not chuie to be fcen 
" in, I will rather be thankful for the invo- 
^ luntary Favour ^tney have done me, 

ft 

than trouble tlie Public with private 
Complaints of fancied or real Injuries," 

That happy Period of theatrical Sue-, 
ceis, and good Management, trom the 
Year 1712 to 1730^ has been juftly ce- 
lebrated 
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iebrated by Mr. Cibber j and as, ftom my 
Acguaint^ace with the three Managers^ 
i was, foAe Fart of that Time, a Witoefs 
of their. Proceedings ^ it is withia the 
Prooii^e of my Title f age to relate ibme of 
t^eTranfadions omitted, and thoie that fuo 
ceedcd ; I have been often fiiUcitfid. to give 
the Public this Supplement ; I have now 
Leisure to purfue 'it ; and .ihall proceed 
with aU imaginable CandcM^ 

Mr. Booth haying been confined by 
an unconquerable Difeafe, from the Year 
1728 to the Y^ar 1732; after the vain 
Efforts of four or hve Years^ it was not 
CO be wonder'd at that he deQ)air'd of 
ever returning to the Stage ; ^ and^ as 
the Patent had been juft then renewed . 
to the three Managers for twenty-one 
Years, it was very natural for a Man, 

B -2 . who, 
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HvliO) like had €ont;ra£i:cd . .a JjOf^t 

for Money, to turn hii Thovg^ tipon 
^ a ihirdiAfcr; and the fioUcimng lucky 
iiacident pnfeiited itfel£i-^Jufl: before 
the Death of Mr. Wilksr the late Joh^ 
HicHMORE Efq. a Gentleman ]poSc&^ 
cd pf an Hitate of eight liundred Pounds 
a Y< ary joSened hinaifelf (by way of 
lie for one Night) to play the Part of 
LotbariOy prompted to that Extravagance 
by a Wager ufVJ^if^'s^ of one hundred 
jPoundSy whidi he had made with the 
late Juord Limmck % the Manageis imdily 
'nocepted the Prapoialv and^ befides the 
Benefit of the greateft Recdpt they had 
ever luomi to a ftock Play, (as the Stage? 
was crowded) Mr. Higbmore made them 
^ Prcfcut of the rich Suit lie made up for 
the Charaft^r. 

There 
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There are many , Pcrfon^ now living 
who law him on the Stage^ can bear Wit-: 
nefs with mCf that this unhappy Gentle^ 
man had not one Requifite for an AGcor ; 
and yet if his Vanity would have fufiered^ 
him to have ended his FroUe ii^th his firft. 
Night's Performance, there were Numbers 
af his Auditors, who would never have 
been perfuaded but his ading of Lo- 
thario was fuperior to Booths I It was, 
no doubt, thofe bad Judges among his 
Acquaintance, who flattered him into re- 
peating the Folly i and jfrom that to other 
Characters, as Hotjpur^ Polydore^ &c. 'till 
he was in Danger of obtaining a Cure 
£rom fome Part of his Audience, who 
thought themfelves. injured, inftead of 
bdng entertained. - 

m 

B 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Bciolhy who was a Man of quick 
Penetration, foon fixed his Eye upon this 
Gentleman for a Furchafer of his Share of 
the new Patent and from tny Intimaqr 
with both thofe Gentlemen, I was the Per- 
fon who had the Misfortune to be tingled 
out by Mr. Bc$tb to make the Pfopofal 
to Mr. Iligbmore. As I then thought it 
doing a mutual. Service to both Parties^ 
without the leafl Hefitation (one Morning^ 
when alone with him at his own houfe) I 
told him> Mr. j^ooth had requefled me to 
inform him of his Defire to part widi his 
6hai'e of the new Patent, by which the 
Purchaler would become a.Manager, and 
third Sharer, with Mr. Cibber and the Wi- 
dow IVilks^ who had juft then appointed 
tlie 4ate Mr. Ellis the Painter, to be her 
Deputy. I well remember Mx. Higbmore 

had 
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had no fooner heard the Propofal, than he 
replied — Ah^ ha I and have they thought 
of it at lafi. I really eocpc&ed to have 
beard from fme of them on this SuhjeSi'^ 
This Reply ca the Propofat will, I hope, 
convince my Reader, t&at no* Argumencs 
were ncccffary to perfuade him into the 
Purchafc, Ta be brief, an Appointment ' 
was then made for an Interview with Mr. 
Booth oik that Bufinefs, at which I was pre- 
lent; and after two or three Meetings, 
the large Sum of ^wo thoufand five hundred 
Founds was agreed to be paid for one half 
only of Mr. Booth' ^ third Share of his Pa* 
tent ^ 1 As the Patentees had, for the pre- 

B 4 ceding 

* Five ThoajTand Pounds was demanded for the , 

whole Share. Mr, Higbmore (defirous to be engaged) 
thought it iafeil to purchafe pnly half the Shaie, bu 
bargained for all the Power, as he was to aft for Mr. 
BcotA in the Management. 

« • 
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ceding twenty Years, exyoycd fuch unia- 
teiTupted Succefs^ and . their Shares had 
amounted to Fifteen Hundred, and never 
Icfs than a Thoufand Pounds a Year j and 
as this was,, (fortunately iox^ Booth) the 
iirft Sale that had been offered, it was, na. 
doubt, owing to that Circumitance alone^ 
that lb extravagant a. Price wa$ given ^ 
becauie, ii) iefs thai) twelve MoxLths, Mr*. 
Highmwi ^yi^chsiili^ Mr* Cibbeif^s, whole 
third. Share for Three Thoufaad Guineas^ 
which was but Six Hundred and Fifcjr 
Pounds more than B^tb got for his Half t 
Thus Mr. Higbmore paid the Sum of Five 
Thou&nd Six Hundred and Fifty Pounds 
for one Share and an Half, which was juft 
half the Power of the Patent ! He lhould> 
before that, have made this timely and. 
uftful Refieftion, that he advanced that 

great 
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great Sum to buy out the cremainiDg two 
emiacQt Men^ whole AbUitks in their 
Profefiion weM the £ble Caufc of the Sug- 
ce£i that attended their Theatre I 

m 9 

I remember, ^ffbrnMrnVs Porchafe-Mo* 

ney was paid by Mr. Higbmarej and the 
Tranfadion publicly known, Mr. Cibhcr^ 
ieemed greatfy hurt at the Thoughts of 
meeting Mr. Highmore and Mr. EUis in the 
OBice of Managers, to confuk with and 
iettle the Buiineis of 4he Theatre : And 
faid to avoid the Importance of One, and 
die Igfiorance of* the Other^ he would 
have his Deputy too ; and accordingly in- 
vefted bis Son ^beafbiks to fit down witli 
tilde Gentlemen in his Plaee, who wanted 
nothing but Power oo be as trouUelbme as 
any young Man living j however, by his 
' B 5 ' great 
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great Aftivity, and fuperior Knowledge 
in the Bufinefs, he got up a new Panto- 
mime Entertainment called the Harlofs 
Progrefs (a Story juft then invented, and 
made popular, by that great Genius Ho- 
garth) which was much approved^ and 
brought a great deal of Money to the 
theatre; by hi&Meaos Mr. Highmare was 
a Gainer at the clofe of the Seaiba ^ bat 
that Profit, and the difguft he con-- 
ceived to the behaviour of young CiHer^ 
determined him to treat with the Father for 
his (hare of the Patent; which fecond Puc- 
chafe very foon proved fatal toMr.HigbmKCl 

Soon after followed BootFs Death, aod 
Wis Widow very wifely made the beft Bay- 
gain ihe could fox her remaining fixth 
Share widi Mr. Giffard^ who was theo 
Mailer of the New TJieatre in Goodman^ s- ' 
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Fields \ for which, I have been told, (he 

* 

got Fifteen Hundred Pounds* 

This fecond Purchafe of Mr. Highman?% 
was at the Commencement of the Seafon 
1733 > and in that Situation did that Gen- 
tleman enter into the fecond Seafon of his 
Theatrical Government, with only Mn 
Ellis as Agent for the Widow JVilks^ to 
aid and afiift him ^ for Mn Giffard had, at 
that Time, a Company of hds own to nxa^ 
nage at a renK>te End of the Town y and # 
made his Purchafe in Brury-^lMe- Patent (I 
heard him fay) as a good Stake in an £fta* 
blifliment, h^ thought much furer than 
, his ownr. 

r believe I may venture to. alErm, that 
» 

two Weeks had not pafled of Mr. High- 
more*^ Government in the Theatre, before 

* ' a Revolt 

♦ • 
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a Revolt began to fliew itfelf among the 
xapital Perfof mers which, I am forry to 
fay, was Ipiritcd up by ^x.Tbeophilus Cibber^ 
the Son of the late Patentee, who had, a. 
&w Days before, received that large Sunx 
of Moaey for his Property there i and iot 
dexterous was this young Captain, that he 
infiantly got all the Seniors, and Perftm$^ 
of any.CoiMiequ^ce in the Company to^ 
enlift under hb Banner; (M.MUs, Jokm^ 
foHy Miller^ Griffin^ Harper^ &c. Mr4. 
Heron was at that Time at the Head of the 
Female Lift, and in the Pofleflion of the 
late Mrs. OldficW^ Parts. She, and all 
tlie Women wen; with the Revolters, but 
the late Mrs. Horton and Mrs. Clivt'^ and 
the Little Theatre in the Haymarket was 
fitted up and decorated with the grtate^ 
Expedition, where they opened with the 

Comefiy 
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Comedy^of Lyue for ijm to elegantt 

TfeeVioknce of this Ti;anfa£kion was^, 
at tliis Juncture, fo .notorious, thai it irpt*^ 
meiliately threw the w1k>1c Towa into Par- 
ty I The Friends to the {levolter? urged 
that the Adors weie a free,Peopk,^aQd 
act to be ioM with the Patent^ as SUvca 
with a Plaatatioe in the JVefi-Indiii I JFor^ ^ 
it mail be here observed, there were no 
Artides fubliftiag between th^ Maiuigier* 

ft 

Mid AdsMi^ as has been the C^luAcMn evqr 

» 

fiKe. Mr. Qbkv tells us, ii» P^g^ 3^3^ 
«^ We nekker alked K&ofSi nor were d** 

0red Ir^ thtmy to fign any written 
•* AgreemeDjt whatfoever j the Rate of their 

re^e£live Salaries were only entered in 
*f our daily Pay-RoU i which plain R§- 
f f cord every one looked upon gpod as 

1* City 
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Gty Security.** Thus, when Mr. High* 
more made the Purchafe of that large Share 
of the Patent, the Performers (as appears 
above) were free to chufe their Mafter, or 
fet up for themfelves, even without a Li* 
cence, if not contrary to the Laws of the. 
Land \ and that muft hereafter be enquifed 
into. I muft own, I was heartily difgufted 
with the Condu6)^ of the Family df the 

• . • 

Gibbers on this Occafion, and had frequent 
and violent Difputes with Father and Son^ 
whenever met! It appeared to me 
fbmething ihocking that the Son Ihould 
immediately render void, and worthleis^ 
what the Father had juft received Thirty- 
one Hundred and Fifty Pounds for^ as a 
valuable Confideration. I remember, in . 
thefe difputes the general Obfervation was'^ 
wRat bufmefs had a Gentleman to make tlfe 
Purchafe ? One polMed of, no eminent 

QuaUties^ 

# 
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Qualities but in common with other 
men? I mu& own, I was a Stranger to 
the full Force of that QuelUon then ^ hut 
Time and Experience have let me a lirde 
into the Merits of it;, and I fhall beg my 
Reader's Lea^eta enlarge upon it for the 
good of others, hf the foliofwing Di^ 
greiOofi.. . • \ 

' The Theatre in Jungier-Jinet in Dublin 

* 

was built, about the Year ,1728 by a very 
large Subfcription of Noblemen and Gen* 
demen ^ 1 have had the pleafure of feeing 
in that Lilt the names of Men.of the firft 
Fortunes, and moil diftinguifhed UnddF- 
Handings in the Kingdom ; which fully 
-demonftraces o^ what Utility Jo a ^urifli* 
iDg Nation^ ttey efteemod the Improvmeot 
of the piribiic Diverfions. 

Thus 
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Thus a very large Sum of Money was 
collefted and laid out^ to fanild a veiy 
fumptuous, . but a very bad Theatxe. la 
a crouded Audience, a*, great Bart in both 
Galleries can neither Ju^. nor hear-i and the 
Manner of condui^king the Bufineli of thtt^ 
Theatre was more iiqudickms tkn that 
of building it, which was as follows— 
The SubTcribers (ca^kd Sroprietttrs) cbofe: 
their Chairman for a limited Time, and 
met in a Committee-Room in the Theatre. 

* 

eyery Saturday^ to fettle the Bufinefs, and 
to appoint the Flays for the following 

. ' Now; if any Gei^kman, or Set of Gen^ 
tibfflcn unikilFd in the Art of NaTigatioiH ' 
were on board a Ship, and were called ta 

condud and fteer the YeiTel into her 

% * 

- . ; . deftined 
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deftitied Port; I dare fajp they iKmil4 fingly 
aikd uAantmoufly acknowledge- their Inca-^ 
pacity, afi4 for their own Salnei decUoet 

the Employment ! And yet how many In-^ 
Hances have we feen> both, in Dullin and 
London^ of Per&ns who hayc vmdeftaken, 
the Direi^on and Steering of a Theatre- 
Royals (that Fkjk £Att jMan fif J^Ar I) 
without aoy ,oae nc^eil&iry Q{}aii£kcatioA ior 
isr arduou3. a Taik i But thoTe Gentkmeo: 
fi)OQ .found thor £nt>r» and refigned the 
Coi)dii£t of die BufiadQi to the A&CKs, not 
^Hibttog faiit dKf hftd Judgmoic and 
De£^ eiiou^ to fupport ir for their tfmi 
Sakes ^ But as the Geatleipeaftill remain'd^ 
their Payniafters, acbd a$ the Prii\ciples of 
thofe A(9kors were equal to their Policy^ . 
they continued to make it a Ipfing Ganr^et 
and by tliat means^ ia a ihort Time afi:er> . 
got the whole, into their own Hands ; but 

being 



[ 18 J 

being all Men without Ment in their Fro- 
fbffion, they were foonv very dcfervcdly, in 
a worie Condition : However^ I am cleariy ^ 

of Opinion that the Plan as firft laid 
down by thofe Gentlemen, if carried 
rightly into Execution, would have been^ 
the nobleft theatrical Conftitucion in the 
World. AH tlie Profits and Emoluments 
arifing from the Performances, were to be 
folely employed in future Decorations, and 
for procuring the mofi: eminent A^rs 
that were to be obtained by Salary} as 
only the proper Officers and Servants were 
to have Stipends, and the Profits, inftead 
of going into private Purfes, were fo be 
folely employed for Ac public Service of 
the Theatre ! Surely this was a Scheme 
for as fplendid Entertainments as Rome or 
Cucce could ever boafl: of! 

But 
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fiui, ta return to the defcrted and tvuhp 
diftreifed new Manager^ Higbmore^ whom 
wci left in his Tlieatrc-Royal aknoft with* 
out a Company. Ai the Seafon. for a&ing 
of Plays was advanced^ be was reduced to 
the Neceflity of beating his Drum ifor Vo* 
lunteers : Several Recruits offered from 
the Strolling Cqmpanies ^ but I remember 
none of any Fromife but Mr. Macklin^ who 
foon diltingui£txed himfelf. 

In this n)atfn«d:Coodition the Bufineis 
of Courfe went' l^itnely oai for a very 
middling Company of Players could be 
expeded to bring but thin lofing Au- 
diences, eipecially while Party pre¥aikd». 
and thofe .very- Plays were - a£bed itiilch; 
better in the Haymarkit. The unavoidable 
and melancholy Confequence of this Pro.- . 
• \. ceeding 



Digi 



I 

[ »o 1 

ceeding was, that there was a Balliance 
every Saturday MorAing in the OMce 
againft the Manager^ of Fifty or Sixty 
Pounds^ and \ns Bride, as well as his 
Honour, were too nearly cqncejned not to 
produce the Deficiency every Weel^ with 
the utmoft Exadoeii^ My ^.eader will 
taiily lee, that a conftaat Defidfiicy o£ 
fiuMthiiig Aear the above Suhm^ upon an. 
▲ven^ wwf ^ WMk, mmlk Jfr Thirty^ 
^Weeks, amount ta a confidcrable Son; 

^ « 
Well, bdt as this nem Manager liad 

hj5en bred and educated among the Youths 

of Quality, and had i^nt his Years of 

Manhpod at the Tables gf Men of the firft 

JfaCbipn a^d .Fortune, he.flatterfid himfelf • 

withRedre& very fim fronx that Quarter \ 

and in particular^ that the Lord Chamber^ 

lain would interfere in this Caufe, as in. 
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foriaoer Daj^Sy* to fuppcurt c^iis King's 
4cnt> e^edal^ (kice it was pur ckafed 
10 the Hands of a Gendemafi, ^rHio Jbad 
the'Honour.of b^g intimately ac<}\tuf^^ 

It nw^ be confe^y this brought a 
flatter«ag Pjrpfp^- .befOr^ the Ejr^s of aa 

through J^me of the above-mentioned iul^- 
ing Week% with ibme Degree of Spirit 
and ChearfMln^s i being employ cd in jttj^ 
impoitaatSufiJidQ»ofJbe!vee*^hav^^ mi 
bringing the tl0pe$ abd Merits, of 'lib 
Cauie ta a TfiaL He dkl ^ thit 
Court Sent^e mtA fsML He was toldat 
laft, he «p«(d. have no Aid from f hat 
Quarter, and that, he mull apply to the 
Law for the Support of his Patent ; and 
by Way of. Comfort, a Hint^ at the faine 
J Time 
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Tiinc vtM given him that the J£f againfi 
Vagrants would efFedtually ferve hifn! 
This proved a temporary Confolation to the 
poor Manager. A Council was called,-^ 
an Attorney chofe, — and the Affair was to 
be conduded with all that Decorum which 
the Law requires^ The Steps to be taken 
as direAed by the Learned^. were» to feize 
one of the leading Players at the Theatre 
in the Haymark€$^ by Yktue of a Warrant 
from a. Juftice oi the Peace, and to com-* 
mit him to Prifon as a Vagrant. -This 
was accordingly drnie; and Harper was 
the Perfon fcized, and hurried by tlie 
Conftables to Bridewell j and then all the 
neceffary Steps were taken, on both Sides, 
to bring the Caufc to Trial in tVeJitninJier- 
Hall. Mr. Cibber^ in Page 229, tells us 
he was prefent. His Words are as fol- 
lows : When the Legality of this Com- 

mitment 
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'^^ imtmcnt was difputed in JVeJimn^ef- 

^ Hall^ by * all I could obferve, from the 
leamed Pleadings on botii Sides, it did 
not appear to me, that the Comedian, 
ib committed, was within the Defcrip- 

^ tion of the Vagrant Ad of the Twelfth 
of Queen Ann^ he being a House- 
KEEPER,- and having a Vote for the 

" JVeJiminJler Members of Parliament! 

He was difcharged accordingly, and 

conduced through the Hall with the 

Congratulations of Crouds that attended, 

* » 

and . wiihed well to his Caule.^ . 

« 

I doubt not but my Reader has had Pe- 
netration enough to fe^ the notorious 
Blunder committed here.;* though Mr; 
Cibber either did not, or would hot fee it, 
though he obferves the learned Pleadings 
entirely turned on that fino;le Point, 

Harper^ 



remember when I heard the Eveitt 
t>f this TSrIal, and on what « fcaod^m 
Eifor all their boiffted Triiimph was ibun» 

ded,. I could piot help fulp€d:iiig the Inte^ 
^rity of the Perfon who conducted this 
^ . Afl^ir^. becaufe, if die HQuJeke,eper^ . who 
paid S^pt md, JUfy\ eOidd ftQt ber deemed ft 
Vagraot . the neural Queftion then fol^ 
lows, Wly was lUxj^x fmgkd out ? A Man 
ktio^n for many Xears to be a Houfe*- 
kj^^ in tbie Parilh of Oi)int^ 
Cardeni When thefle ¥tere. fevtonil.moiK 

• I have been well infbrmed, Mr. Cibber was 
imfiaken in his Obiervation on ike Pleadings in 
Cotm at that Tiki, diat fb far Atmi the Honfekecpef 
being a Protefiion from the Vagraht Aft, a learned 
Cooncellor aiTetted^ that it was in the Power of the^ 
greateft Sab|«& in Ewgkmd to be guilty of an A^lion 
6f Vagrancy ; ind tiiAtthe only Point to be difputed 
there was, whether &ii^fr's performing in theif^* 
mariit Theatre was oojninittbg that A&. i 

eminent 
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eminent Comedians in that Company, that 
conftantiy a&ed at both our- Fairs, and 

^ 

were not^ Haufekeepers i But the Dice were 
tfirown, and the poor new Manager was 
devoted to Ruin. This Trial was attended 

with no fmall Expence \ which, added to 
his conftant failing Audiences, was fufE- 
cient to deftroy a much larger Eft ate than 
his ^ and it was with the utmoft Difficulty 
that he held out through the Seafon. The 
Misfortunes that befel this Gentleman 
gave great Concern to, his real Friends^ 
He was a Man o£ Humanity and ftrid 
Honour^ many Inftances fatally proved, 
that his Word, when fblemnly given, 
(which was his Culixm) was fuffident for 
the*Perfonnance, though ever ib Injujrious 
to himfelf. 

Vol. L C ■ • At 
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• At this Time anodier enterprizing Gta* 
tlemaa appeared, Cbarks Fleetwood^ Eiijj 
nho purchafed the whole Patent very 
little more thtn poor Higbmm ^avje for 
Half of ic • • 

ft 

This aew theatrical Monarch began hb 
Reign with all that Dimity that attends 
a Man of grekt Fortune' and Faihknu His 
Friendfliijp afid ComiedioQs with jnaiiy 
Ferimis of QuaBty, gave him the Prcnnife 
of a Fdwcr that mud carry all before \u 
And fo it did : The regaining the Revol- 
t's, and bringing them back to his The- 
atre, was the firft Objed that prefented 
iticif, and he met with very liule Difficulty 
in accompliHiing it. The moit grave and 
fenHble Part of the Revolters, that had 
any Thing to lofe> before that Xixse had 

fome 



Digitized by Google 



[ ^7 ] 

fbrnetteilbti tobefickdfilieirfiaterprkei 
for tl^ir Silttiie^ M imU 4s fiypcAjtbiis^ 
were too kt^ ilMr ilimr Theatre; and 
frheii fttdi Mim m «ld ^^fo/^^ 

fjriffin^ Miller ^ iiZiwy^r (jdl Men ia Yeaw) 
found thcmfclves the Dupes of fo young 
and wild a Leader as Mr. Oiler Junior^ 
they grew aOiained of cheir Situauioni 
and ^here&re, any Advances towards the 
biinging ihem back again, were iuse^. 
meet with a faveur^e KeoeptioA. Xhia 
their young :^iiEed Leader iom difoorm^ 
ed % and therefore had Addrefs enough «o 
preferve his Station, and was not only 
(iriiicipal, init alone, ^t the Meeting . 
£>r a Treaty of Peace with ^ Aew Ma^ 
nager j by which Means, k may be ^p* 
pofcd, he made himfelf <:oafiderable, and 
got very advantageous Terms for himfclf 
and Favourites. 

C 4 Thu^ 
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*Thu& Peace -was refl)ored, to the entire 
SaushiStion of b<>th Parties ; but the Aj* 
toRNEY was now thought necefiary, and 

Ar ticks, of Agreemnt w^re mutually figned 
between thie Manager and Par ty ^ wherein 
not o;ily the Salary,, but other ParticuU- 
rities, as Parts and Privileges,, wfije af- 
certaioed. That iimple .pl^in JRecprd, 
which C^ibbpr celebrates in Page 363, pf 
the EMmwt of every Mlor's refptSiive Sor 
Ufry in , their dmly Pay-roll^ was now no 
longer thought as &ifiicknt as City Se* 
curity. 

• * 

•« • • • 

Mills the Elder, I believe, Wjas the only 
Perfofi among the Veterans, who could 
demand an Enc^eafe of Salary ^ becaufe, 
he was now the only Tragic Hero in that 
Company, who coul J venture to appear in 
the Charaders of the late Mx. Booth ^ and, 

1 ; though 
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though this A&or performed two or three 
very capital Parts, when the late happy 
Managers were in the Zenith of their Suc- 
cefs, and Bocfb in the full PoiTeiTion of his 
theatrical Powers y yet when Mills^ at this 
Period, flood foremoil, and alone, he 
leemed to iicken under the Weight he had 
engaged to carry; and indeed, in his 
Strength, and Vigour, (for he was now 
turned of Threefcore) he might be lite* 
rally and truly called the theatrical Pcrter^ 
for the Burthdn of the Bufinefs lay entirely 
on him* I have feen the Lift of his Cha« 
rasters ; and as that Company generally 
played an hundred and eighty Nights, 
Mill: performed at leaft an hundred and 

« 

fcventy Nights every Seafon ! To a6l ca*? 
pital Parts of great Length, in fo many 
Tragedies and Comedies every Night ia 
the Week, and xq have Health and Cgniti-i 

C 3 tution 



Digitized by Google 



t 3P } 

tution tD ^)p9rt; fo mteb F^guc, was moft 
•oaaaing ) TJttms be wai 4qpparcntly my 
«ifefui» wd in iktt Cb«raffteff» decern ;. bitt 
theib. Qualities, and* t<» titt DecliM» 
not fttfficieiA ta.d^ jfuftice to aatiemicr or 
QthiUs. However > as oo Competitor o& 
£ered> the; became hb Right by Seniorky } 
•ad he had the Haiq)inefs of dying in the 
wpmt FoIMioix of that D^gmt)r9 which 
h^peaed icon after. • \ 

T)tt& Return q£ the capial Adors ta 
iheijp old vdU-accuitoiiied Theatre^ made 
a very vifible Di&reoce ia tlie Audiences^ 
ta the Advantage of the new Manager^ 
whofe UnfluLfubiefs in the Bitimeft of the 
Stage ima by that Means the longer coik 
eetled) but though he was an endreStnm- 
ger to the Art of theatrical Navigation, he 
hadCunning enough tx> bok out fcir a I^lot. 
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« 

^hc^bilusi Cibiir ikt out mtk hirOf im^ 
Favouiice. aad fkitMiaifteri hut did not 
long CQBtiaue. in tha^ lugtt Office* The 
Manager hadSenife tngugh. to &od thac he 
was an improper ami dangeroiis Man* 
Thki CiUer^ (ia tiie Itte Dtfpatts) bad 
wiitDen agaiaft €aiilm4M Managers ; and 
hmi told tlie PnUkr he looked upon Mr« 

■ 

Ktghmmre as the Fmchafer of his Births 
idgbt. Ciihir Mfa& thcr^ore diiplaced for 
MackBu^ a Man at that Time of leeiiiiqg. 
humble Pretenfions,, bu^ of Capabilities to^ 
laife himfelf to tbe O&c^- o£ Lord liigh 
Cardix^aL This MiniHer continued long 
in the higheft Favour with the Manager ^ 
and the Bufmefe of the Theatre was con^r 
du£i:ed ibme Years under his Influence and 
Pire&ion : I well remember, there ^m^re 
all the Appearances of Succefs, as well as 
ail tiie u^tta2 Muittiiins^ itn^ Difeontents 

C 4- ' ^among 
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aunong Authors and Adors ; but I mud 
Ipeak of the Particulars'of this Period from 
Report, becaufe my Attention, from the 
n Year 1734 to 1746, was wholly employed 
in my own Afiairs, having mude two Vi« 
fits to Jrelandy and engaged in the Linen 
Manufadurcs of that Kingdom. I formed 
an Attempt to introduce the f^ie Linens 
of Ireland to the general Ufe of the No* 
hility and Gentry of England and then 
opened a Warehoufc in the Centre of Pall- 
mall for that Purpofc, which was carried 
on twelve Yciu-s^ and a great Fart of that 
Time with Succefs * ; but the Irijb Ma- 
nufa&urers injured me, by an injudicious 
Eagernefs to grow rich too fail ; and being 
fearful x>f involving myfelf in Difficulties, 
I gave it up in 1 7461^ and went with my 

* In Pppofidon to one opened at Ctaring-Crofi by 
Six WUHmm Daltyn^e for the Manofaaore of SeaUanA 

Family 
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Family to fetde m Dublin^ and to ballance 
my Accounts tliere. At tljat Time I emr 
barked in the Theatre Roy^l ii) that City,- 
which was thea in a very low,, diftrefled 
Condition ^ but has been fince raifed to 
Magnificence that vies with tlie Theatres 
of London i of which due Notice ihall be 
taken hereafter. 

But to return to Subjeft : The Ma- 
nager of Drury^ane Theatre^ Mr* Fleets 
wocdj I had the Honour to be acquainted 
with when he arrived at the Age of Twen- 
ty-one, and entered into a landed Eftate 
of Six Thoufand a Year. He was agreeable 
in his Perfon; and the Qu^ities of his 
Mind, and Amiablencls of his Difpofition, 
carxied with them irrefiftible Attradions ; 
all the Nobility of the Kingdo^i feemed 
fond of cultivating an Acquaintance with 

C 5 a young 
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a young Man of his exteniive Fortune^ 
right X>ifpo4itioii, and Sweetnds of Tern* 
per* He was afiahie and engaging in his 
Addrcfs, whkh was the laft and only re- 
' mwiing Quality that he kept wkh him to> 
his Death; and no Doubt, that would 
have vanifhed with the reft, if he had not 
found it of conftant Ufe to him in his Bu- 
finefs with the World, as that Addrefs en- 
abled him to deceive even Perfons that 
thought themfclves armed againft him. 

It may be I^re very necefiary to oblerve^ 
that it was not the theatrical Soil that pro- 
duced this deftru&iVe Change in tl^s Gen- 
tleman : Noo I Bm well ioj&Hined, that 
he CMTie a nmed Man mto the Manage- 
ment of the Theatre and that he was for 
fome Years a Gainer by his Purchafe 
there. 

The . 
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The fudden Kuin of this once ami^ible 
youDg Gcntikni^n happ^j]^ at a Paiod oS 
univerii^ Havock^ wbeft. a noble Per-* 
fonag^ of the firtk SlaoW and F<Mrti|ne in 
JS^ghmdf and his Compwkia, a Bvonet 

« 

of Twelve Thoufftad » Year, wf ne fur- 
sounded and deftroyed by a $ec qf ho- 

Bourabte Stiarpm*^ Mr. FliHvmd pnfor- 
tunatcl; fbU into this Sct> and received' 
great Injury in hi$ Fortune before he had 
Time to recoiled himfelf Wh^c X^ity 
k is, a$ fome of thofe Sharpers are ilill in 
tlieir Chariot5> rolliag (a^ Count Bajfa 
fiys) oo the fwiX Aocs, that they cannot 
be pointed out to the World with S^cty 2 
I remember ac that Time, to liAVQ heard it 

• At the young Hdr the Gamefler points his Eye, 

And» like the Spider, apoath« Fly ! 
From the Fly this Gentleman was transfbrmed iato* 
Ike Spider, andukeaiato diis heaomille Set, 

« 

/ • computed^ 
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computed^ that the vaft Sum of Four 
Hifndred and Fifty Thoufand Pounds 

were divided amongft fix of thofe Knights 
of the Order of Induftry ! One of them 
(and indeed the moft iniquitous) only ad- 
ded a great Sum to a plentiful Fortune $ 
and as he had not the Highwayman's com- 
mon Excufe to plead, it was no Wonder 
that Refledion iliould drive him into a 
State of Madnefs, in which dreadful Con- 
dition he died. I believe this Remark 
may be made with Certainty, that a large 
Fortune was fcarcely ever made by Play 
with Honour % and aU Gentlemen, at pre- 
fent engaged in that Purfuit, would do 
well to refleft feriouAy on the Truth of 
this Obfervation. 

Should any one objeft, that I have taken 
too great Liberty with the Characters of 

the 
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the Dead^ I reply, that I ani fully icndble . 
of the Reafonablenefs of that Masdm, 
mortuis nil nift bomm ^ however, this muft 
not extend to Hiftory, wherein, for a juft 
Recital of Fads, the true and fuU Cha- 
rafters of the principal Agents areoftea 
requifite ; and the Hiftorian fhould be un- 
der no Manner of Reftrainc; but that only 
of keeping within the Bounds of Truth 
and Decency* 

•« • 

It muft be of public Utility, to. lajc 
thefe Scenes open to the World, that 
young Men of Fortune may be properly 
alarmed, . that a due Senfe of their 
imminent Danger may keep them con* 
ftantly on their Guard; for thefe fut 
fortunate Knights ox the Order of Indiiftrji . 
-were aU Gentlemen, veil born and edu- 

cated. 
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cated, and one of them ia the FoOHTion 
of a large hereditary Fortune. • 

I have made a copious DigreiEoriy wliiclx 
£ hope my Reader will excufc for the Rea«- 
ion already affigned*. 

But ta rcturir to the Tfieatre : The Bu- 
finefs went on ibcce&fuUy there from.the 
Year 1732 to the Year 1740^ though the 
Parts performed by the three late eminent. 
AAors were fupplied by; Eerfoiis greatly; 
inferior in Merk,^ 

Mr, ^mn fucceeded the Elder Milts, iir 
all the capital farts of Tragedy, in Drury^ 
Ume Theatre, aiiiled by Milward^ a yo\ing.. 
Man who had fome Requiiites to make a. 
good Adkor. He had a Voice dear, iull^. 

and. 
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and melodious \ Ddane was taken from 
the Theatre in Go^dmati s-Fields into this 
Company, when ^mt le& iu The Wo« 
men of any Note were Mrs. Hern and 
Mrs. C/tw. Mrs. Hir§n^ si the Death of 
Mrs. OU^ldj was fingled out by Mn 
Cibber to fupport his favourite Charaden 
of Lady Betty Modijh and Lady mnfy^ 
On that Account he took extraordinary 
Pains, which was of fingular Happinefs 
to hcrj becaufc, with that Advantage^, 
ihe tnade but a decent Adrefs. She was . 
naturally well formed, with an eafy, ele- 
gant Air and Mein; and though her* 
Voice was bad> ihe had a ienhbk Fronun* 
ciation. 

* Mr. ^uin had been many Years the iirft Ador afi- 
die Theatre-Royal in UitcoUs^im'FiiUsf where he 
was welt received by the Pttbtic fa all the capital Cha*^ 
rafters^ and excellent in that of Fa^Jl 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Clivers Merit was very early, (and 

continues to this Day very jufUy) diftin- 

guifhcd. The Comedians of Note were 

CMer the Younger, and Macklin^ who 

were both gradually riling in Reputation 

and Favour with the Public 
« 

Mr. Fleetwood continued in the Manage^ 
mentQf the Theatre from the Yean 1734 
tQ' 1 745 y and during that' Interval, the fok> 
lowing remaikabie Ocoirrmces happened^ 
vhich mufl: not pals umioticed^ 

About the Year 1736 Mrs. Cibher made 
her firft Appearance at Drury4ane Theatre 
in the Charader of Zarai a Tragedy juft 
then tranflated from Voltaire by my wor- 
thy Friend Aaron Hill £iq. who having at 
that Time a Nephew that had a violent In- 

cluiatioxx 
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dlnation for the Stage> th^; Uncle (wtw 
had miflaken Notions qf his Abilities) 
prevailed on the Manager to Icjt him appe^ 
in the Cha?s£ter of Qfifyn. Xhus thft 
Public wqre treated .wi.th>a ae.w Trj^e^iyi 
and two new Performers, in the two capital 
Characters} an uncommon Entertainment* 
The young Man did Ipjury both to the 
Play and himfelf, and was properly trctted 
by the Audience, who feemed to ihew « 
their Dillike with Reludhmcc* Mr8# 
CMer received that Approbation ihe }ullly 
.deferved,. and gave full Promife of being 

what (be now is, a cekbrated A6trefs ; but 

« 

ibon .after her Entrance into the Bufinds, 
flie was taken from the Stage *for foxne 
Years by domeftic Misfortunes. 

There were two Riots at this Theatre 
within thi^t Space that deferve Notice, as a 

Warning 
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Warning to the px^&nt and future Ma^ 
MgeFS, fince^ in my Opinion, the Public 
1m»e in the right i^ both : — new PantCK 
fiokne was brought on at D^ury^me Thea« 
tkt^ a Thing called an £ntertai49ieiii^ 
iplttch ended as uTvial with a grand Dance^ . 
generailf the beft Part c# it. Madanr 
Gk^aemmeuf (the.beft Frm$h^ XHaneer hcrr 
nt that Tkne) bek^ taken in; tha Danct* 
Muld not take Piaee^ and yet the Nfonager 
publifhed her Name three Nighta ranning, 
without tike leaft Apology. The firft 
Night they were pretty quiet, the fecond 
they only hi£M; but the third, they 
ulhered out the Ladies, and then went ta 

0 

work with the Houfe, The firfl: Motion, 
and made by a moft nohk Marquis^ was to 
fire it ! but that being carried in the Ne« 
gative, they began with the Orchefbra,. 
broke the Harpficord and Bafe- Viols, broke 

all 

« 
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Brnche* dbe Pi^ hutkt^mnk the Bww^ 
«vc9 tls KtngVAtmi Ib the Fioit (a 
Sort ol^ |>et(y Trfii^) Mi a Vi^ !• 
th«ir.R9Sfr! But thgi mik M0t§m» 
hcaJed the^r Rtatars> the next Moruiiig 
whoi be camft to bis cookr Senicst. fent aa 
Hundced Faund Buk Note ta th^ Houiie^ 
£qc ixu of the Xkinage**. and if ail 
tbc RjdC«ra had beta Marqyilfc^ asd 
kured that Bxmqde* it wciuld have fenrod 
the Mao^gor^ but» ab&t Iik: was adviiiMi 
to pocket dtatt Huiidfied» and nuike iqptfa« 

The £onnd Rbt war aisout the MftiMak 
' ger^ cotwtiiiiing laifed Brices to oM Eotar*^ 
taiiunents. From the Beginning of C/^« 
Hidkoryr to the End^ the Prices at the 
Theatres were cpniQLantly Four ShiUings^. 

Two 



Digitized by Google 



r 44 J 

Two .ShfflingSr and Shc-fieAce, Eighteen- 
pence, atid One Shilling ; and they re- 
ihained fo, till the Inftance that occafioned 
this Riot, I remember, in Cipher's Time, 
the Prices to have been raifed when a new 
Play has been thoroughly new dreiTed* 
That carried the Appearance of Reafon $ 
becaufe, after the Run of that Play was 
over, the Prices fell again to their old 
Standard.: The Prices were alfo raifed at 
the Introdudion of a Pantpmkne, when it 
was fiq>pofcd a. Thoufand Povuids, or up^ 
wards, . were generally expended in the 
Decoration of tbofe Raree-ihews i but ia 
the Gafe before us, full Prices were de* 
manded, and taken, fon an old PahtomTme 
of no. Manner of Merit. After two or 
three Nights Difturbances, the laft Night 
a Country Gentleman was taken out of one 
pf the Upper Bk)xes, by the Conftables, 

for 
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for Hilliag, and carried before Juftke 
Deviel^ who was too cunning to naeddic 
in the Affair. This injudicious Step was 
ibon known fay tke Audienoct And was 
very near being the^Ooufion of miichMil^ 
chief. The Manager was called for by the 
Audioice in full Cry ^ but not being an 
AGior^ he pleaded his Privilege of being 
exempted from appearing on the Scagc 
before them j and fent them, Word by one 
of the Performers, that he was ready to 
confer with any Set they &9ukl depute to 
nqieet him in. the Green-Room.. A Qepu* 
tation accordingly went from the Pit, and 
the Houie patiently waited the EyenCt 
which was amicably ended as follows, viz^ 
That the full Prii^es ihould be conftantly 

* 

paid at the Doors,, and fuch Perfon% as did 
not chtife to day the Entertainaieac, and 

went 



Digitized by Google 



t 4^ ] 

weat out at the End of the Play^ Ihoukl 

hsivc the Advance Money r^nniML 

♦ 

This was a vtty i^Kky Kegotkibon ifor 
fhi& MaMger^ •becaufe, ¥4)en Peo^ were ^ 
coce ha{>pily ibflt^Ki^ vay few went out no 
4enHBidthi«rAAifMui^ Mdtkofe 

dK^QietPaymcM df the AdtmicedFriceS) 

* 

The next Camrt»ti6n was within the 
Thea^eS) occafioned by Mr. Fleetwood's 
figning a Cartel with the Manager of 
the Theatre-Royd in Covcnt-Garden. It 
was the general Opinion, that the 
two Houfes were then going under 
aii€ InfliikeiKre, arnl into one inttreft^ 
il^om thence i»u& have arofe Oppreliion 
upon the Actors, and Impolition on the 

Town I 
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Tami ; boGftufe, if tw0. ar three of the 
felves <» that Occifi^a, hod tetired c<i 

« 

Duhiin^ the Managers (if ttey not 
united in one Intercft) might yet have 
ag^Kd to exhibit then; difibraat Eatenain* 
omts altenaiacdy by which Meant they 
muft fecure a gainful Audience in dii$ po^ 
puknis City^ and the poor Playtrs nauft 
have ilarved feven Dj^$ 4hi three Niglip 

« 

In the. Year X7g8> therie was a ^ifotion 
made in the Houfe of Commons for a Li* 
^etifing AQif which met with great C^pfx^ 
fltion in hdth JHtoiufes of FarUament. Mr* 
dkber im taken up ieireml Pagei of his 
Book, in his OMcrratimi on the LoaO 
Chambbrlain's Jurifdi£tion over the 
Theatre, Time immemorial , of the Sub- 
ordination 
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ordinatidA to his Authority ; and to: prove, 
from the Inftances he quotes, that this 
Power was exercifed without any one Law 
to fupport it; . - / 

- . • • • f # r 

• When his Majefty's Comediahs were 
conftantly fworo into his Service at the 
Lord Chamberlain's Office, and wore the 
King's Livery, they became, no doubti 
from that Inftant, within his Jurifdidion ; 
and as, in the earlieft Days, there were 
Laws to . puniih Vagrants and itroUing 
Minftrels it was therefore neoeflary, 
when there were fix Theatres at one Time 
in Londwy that every one Ihould be under 
the Protedtioti of fome Prince of the Btood, 
or Nbblenian, and they performed as his 
Servants* ^ In this Situation, who was £> 

* In the Reign of Edward lU. and in the 4th of 

proper 
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^rpper to fikAC^ thefe People fpr Miiilc,- 
ncaaors as ib^e Lord .Cua^i berjlain ? 
And though the Honour of .being his 
Majefty's Servants no^ no more, yet^ 
.OS all who ^ under the Kmc's Patent 
are called his Comedians, was it nqt ra- 
tipnal, and highly proper, that the Lord 
Chamberlain fliQuld hold his Power over 
A(5tors under thac Denomination ? I 
was always of Opinion, xhd,vCibier miflook 
the Complaints of the Public againll this 
A<3:, \vhich gaye that Power, to a Liccn/er^ 
they did not complain of the Lord Cham* 
iB^jllain's Power pver thePLA vers, buc 
over the Authors wh« wrote for the 
Stage ; and frooi the eloquent Speech of a 
mbU Earl againft that Bill when brought 
into the Houfe of Lords, it was much 
feared an Attack upon the Liberty of 
the Prefs would follow j and though it 

D might • 
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might be necefl&ry to limit the Number of 
Theatres, yet they thought that might 
liave been done, without giving fuch dan- • 

* 

gerous Power to a 'LiC£jfSER *. 

However, as the late Juflice F ^ 
(when he was in the diflioneft Employ- 
ment of an Incendiary Writer) was, at this 
' Time, in the Pofleliion of the Little The- 

* Mr* Ciiier, on this Occafion, pays a veiy juft 
Cbmplimenc to the late Dukb op Grafton in the 

following Words : ** It is evident, that the Power of 

that white Staff, ever fince it has been ui the noble 

Hand that now holds it, has been ofed with the ut- ^ • 
** mod Lenity,'*— — And I am of Opinion, if theprcfent 
Lord Cha<mberlain was invefted with arbitraiy 
Power, his [lumanity and Benevolence would dircft 
him to emfloy it in the Service of difbefied Ob- 
jeds. In the Preface to the Tragedy of the bfihtfUt 
a^lcd in 1758, it is thus proved — That his Grace 
•* the Du KE OF Devonshire humanely coniidered 
* the diftreiied Condition of a Comedian, (meaning the 
" late Mr. Theophilus Cibber ) and gave'him Liberty to 

try his Fortune a^while a( the little Theatre in the 

m 

atre 
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isttre in the Haymarkety where he dealt 

» 

tibdiit his Satires liioft unihercifully againil: 
the firft Miniftcr, as Gibber juftly obferveft 
in Page 231, "Knocking dol^n all Di* 
ftinftions. — Religion, Laws, Govern- 
ment, Priefts, Judges, and Minifters, 
were all laid down by this Herculean Sa* 
tyrift!** Thefe were the Proceedings 
that brought on this Beginning of a Diflreis 
^ipon the Stage ^ and as the Reafbns for 
"urging the Necefiity of pafiing that Bill 
were notorious, it met with a Majority in 
both Houfes, and pafled into a Law, to 
limit the Number of Theatres in London % 
and that no Play, not even i Prologue, 
Epilogue, or Song, ihould be exhibited 
at either Theatre, without being firft in* 
fpedled, and having the Approbailon of 
the Licfcnlcr. 

la 
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la Furfpiuice of this Ad of Parliament, 
jtibe ^tw Tiifiatr^ in Goodman' s-Fidds wag . 
ihut up, ^ well as the little Theattie in 
the Haymarka } and two Qpw Maiiufcripc 
Tn^dies, the ending Seafiw, were pro- 
Jiibiced by the Licenlisr ; the one, Gxjstx-^ 
yus Vasa, written by Henry Brpoke E%. 
a young Gentlen>an of a very proiiiifing 
Crenius, from Ireland^ and late a Student 
at the "Temple j and the other, Eleanor by 
jny late worthy celebrated Friend Mi:. 
S^bon^on. Both thefe profcribed Plays were 
4iiHn£uiflied by large Sublcriptions \ par-> 
ticularly the firft# As I was intimately 
{icquaintied with the Author, I am certain 
lie cleared above a Thoufand Pounds by 
that Subfcription ; fo much incenfed wer« 
the Public at this firft Inftance*of the 
Power of a Licenfer ! 

By 
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. My this . unpopultr ' A<6t of Parliament 
the new Theatre in G^odmaff s-^ields yras^ 
effedlually deftroyed i the .little Theatre m 
the Haymark^t was alio ihut up. But be it 
9blervcd,thatby fhutting up thcfe twoThe^* 
atres, many of our itinerant Heroes were de- 
prived of Bread. And — ^wili it be be* 
lieved — at this Diftance of Two and' 
Twenty Years ? that, during the Mur- 
muring at thefe recited A<5ls of Power, a 
Company of Fuencu Strollers ihould 
be iicenfed to a&, in that Theatre, in the 
Hofmarkei. The Frmuh AdvertifemenC 
appeared with thefe Words at the Top^ 
By AUTHORITY I But they fooo found,, 
by the Public Clamours,, that f>nMthing 
more thao tht S^nd of Authority iMmld 
be neceflary to fupport them. The Tfan- 

D ^ iadion^ 
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iadions of that Evening may be of fome: 
Entertsunnnent to my Reader, and* not 
very foreign from my Suited. 

■ 

People went early to the Theatre, as a • • 
crouded Houfe was certain. I was there^ 
in4:he Centre of the Pit ; where 1 foon per- 
ceived that we were vifited.by VNolVeJimin^ 
J?^r Juitices, Devjsil and Manning. The 
Leaders, that had the Condud of the Op« . 
pofuion, were known to.be there one o£ : 
whom called aloud for the Song in Pnu£> ' . 
of Englijh Roaft Bicef, which was accord-^ 
tngly fung in the Gallery; b^^ Peribn pre^ 
pared for that Purpofe; and the whole 
Hoqfe befides joining in. the Chorus, la- 
luted the Glofe with three Huzzas ! This,. 
Jullice Deveil was pleafcd to fay, was a: . 
Riot^ upon \yhich Dilputps commenced 
^dire6kly» whicli were. carried on with fome.. 

. Degree, 
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Degree of Decency on both Sides. Thei 
Juftice at firft informed us, " That he was. 
•••come there as aMagiftrate to maintain 
•• the King^s Authority j that Colonel 

PuUen^^ with a full Company of the' 
•• Guards,, were without, to lupport hinx 
^ in the Execution of his Office ; that it 

was the King^s Command the Play 
^ ihould be a&ed; and that the obftrud- 
^ ing it was oppofing the Kino's Au- 
^ THORiTY; and if that was done, he 
•^ muft read the Prodamatioif; after which 
^ all Ofiendeis would be iecured direftly 
•• by the Guards in wdting.'* To all 
thcfe moft arbitrary Threatnings, this 
Abufe of liis Majesty's Name, the Re- 
ply was to the following EfFe£t That 
•• the Audience had a legal Right to fliew 
" their Diflike to any Play or Ador j that 
^ the common Laws of the Land were no- 

D 4, ^* thing 
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" thing but common Cuftom, and the 

" antient Ufuage of the People ; that the 
Judicature of the Pit had been acknow- 
ledged and acquiefced to, Time imifie- 
morial; and as the prefent Set of A&ors 

^* were to take their Fate from the Public,. 

** they were free to receive them aS they 

»« pleafed.** 

By this Time the Hour of Six drew 

• ... 

near ; and the French and Spanijh Embaf- 
fadors, with their Ladies ; the late Lord 

and Lady Gage j and Sir 7* R ■ ^ , a 

Commii&oner of theExcife, all appeared 
in the Stage Box together ! At diat In-^ 
itant the Curtain drew up, and difcovered 
the A&ors ftanding between two Files of 
Grenadiers,' with their Bayonets fixed, arid 
refting bri their Firelocks. , There was a 
Sight! enough to animate the coldcft 

Briton. 
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Briton. At this tho^ Whole Pit rofe» and 
unaoiowufif torned io the Juftic^, Ifha 

fat in the Middle of it, to demand the 
Reafon of ibch arbitrary Proceedingi !I 
The Juftices either knew nothing oi the 
Soldiers being placed diere, or thought it 
iafeft to declare fo. At that Declaration, 
ihey demanded of Juilice Deveil (who had 
owned himfelf the commanding Officer ia 
. the Affair) to order them off the Stage.^ 
He did k> immediately, Md they difap- 
]^ared« Then begaa the Serenade; not 
only Catcails, but all the Tanous portable 
Infhiiments, that could make a difagree- 
able Noife^ were brought up on this Occa«> 
fion, which were continually tuning in all 
Parts of the Houfe j and as an Attempt to 
peaking was ridiculous, the Adors retired^ 
and they opened with a grand Dance of 
twelve Men and twelve Women ^ but evea 

D. 5 that 
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that was prepared for, and thejr were dir- 
redly £duted with a Bufhel or two of Peas^ 
which made their Capering very unfafc.-. 

After this they attempted to open the Co- 
medy i but had the Aftor the Voice of 
Thunder, it would have been loft in the 
confufed Sounds from a thoulaod various^ 
Inftrumepts. Here, at the waving Devier^ 
Hand, allwasfilent, and (l!tandii^.up.oa 
his Seat) he made a Propoial^ to the Houfe 
to this Effed That if they ptrMed 
in the Oppofition^ he muft read the 
Proclanution ; that if they would per-*, 
mit the Play to go on^. and to be aded 
through that Night, he would promife, 
(on his Honour) to lay their Diflikes, 
and Refentment to the Aiftors, before the 
King, and he doubted not but a fpeedy 
End would be put to thek a£bing." 
The Anfwer to this Propolal was very 

fliort. 
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Ihort, and very expreffive. " No Trea- 
** TIES, No Treaties!" At this the 
Juftice called for Candles to read the Pro- 
clamation, and ordered the Guards to be 
in Readinefs; but a Gentleman feizing 
Mr. Deveil's Hand, ftretched out for 
the Candle, begged of him to confider 
what he was going to do,, for his own 
Sake, for ours, for the King's! that he 
faw the unanimous Refolution of the 
Houfe and that the Appearance of Sol- 
diers in the Pit would throw us all into a 
Tumult, whicli mufl: end with the 
Lives of many. This earneft Remonftrance 
made the Juftice turn pale and paffive. At 
this Paufe the Adors made a fecond At- 
tempt to go on, and the Uproar revived ; 
which continuing fomc Time, the Embaf- 
fadors and their Ladies left their Box, 
which occafioned a univerlal Huzza from 

the^ 
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the whole Houfe ! and after calling ouc 
fome Time for the Falling of the Curtain,^ 
down U /ell. I will venture to fay, that at 
no Battle gained over the Frentb by the 
^mdrtat MARtBOkducjEi, the Shoutings 
could be more Joyous than oh this Occa*^ 
fion. What greatly added to hiy Pleafure 
was, to fee the two Juftices join in this 

» r 

grand Huzza, by waving their Hats over 
tiieir Heads, and at the fame Time worQ 
Faces more iike the conquered than Con-^ 
querors. 

I was forry to hear, that the Embafla- 
dors were infulted by the Mob without 
Doors, (who cut the Braces of tlieir 
Coaches) becaufe they wei^ hot the proper 
Objeds of Refehtment. But what elfe 
could be expeftcd, at a Tune when feveral 
of our own poor Players were in Goal for 

' Debt^ 
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Debt, being deprived of th*tr LiV^ellhdod 

by the late Aft of Parliament, Was that 
a jundure fat a Company of French Strol- 
lers ro appfear in, fupported by Autho- 

. A Pcrfon of Dillindlion, now iiviflg^. 
told trie th6 neict Diiy, that he had itiA 
my Name that Morning in a Lift of Lea« 
ders, 'who had oppofed the Frentb Players^ 
ly ing on the Table of 1 great Duke. I 
replied, that as thfe Oppolition was con- 
duced without Mifchief, I thought myfelf 
honoured by being in that Lift. 

In the Winter Seafon, before ttie Ilautting 
up the new Playhoufe in Goodman^ s-Fields^ 
there appeared a bright Luminary in the 
Theatrical Hemilphere. A young Maa 
appeared there in the Chara&erof i^Vi^^n/) 

and 
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and the Fame of his extraordinary Per- 
formance reached Jams' ^ End- o£ the 
Town ; when Coaches and Chariots with 
Coronets^, ibon furrounded that remote* 
Theatre. That Luminary ibon after be- 
came a -Star of the firii: Magnitude^ and 
was called Garrick : but the Merits of 
this A£ix>r may be. conddered in a more 

m 

groper Place* 

We arc now arrived to the Year 1 745^ 
when Mr. Fleetwood (whofe Body was as 
much impaired by an excef&ve Gout, as 
his Fortune by his. Mifcondud) began 
to think of retreating from an Em- 
ployment he wa^o longer able to appear 
invand wiihed to retire to theSoudiof 
'Francej as a Refuge from all his compli- 
^ cated Misfortunes* 

Having 
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Having already mortgaged die Patent 
to Sir John D$ L^m^ and one Mr. MaJUrs^ 
for 3000/. he took up yoool. more on ihe 
Cloachs, Scenes, (^c. of one Mr, M— 
who was put iou> Foifeflkm of the Houfe 
andXreafury* that he might pay himfelf 
out of the Receipts : Mr. FUetwood having 
induced him to believed) that the £ud 7000/. 
would releafe the Patent, and fatisfy all 
Other Demanda upon tbe Theatre. 



But Duplicity was the prevailing Cha- 
radeyiftick of Mr. Fleetwood-^ and the 
Truth was fbon after revealed by an Ad- 
irertifemenc, in which Notice was given, 
that the Patent was to be ibid before a 
Mafter in Chancery. Mr. Af~^, offended 
at the Chicanery he had met with, would 
admice u^ matt Moiiey } and on the other 

Hand, 
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Hand, knowing that the Theatre would^ 
be of no Ufe without the Patent, it could, 
not but be his Intention to purchafe it, fov 
the fskt of doing himfelf Juitice, . 

« 

And here I find it incumbent on me to 
mention my old Acquaintance, Mr. Lacy; 
now premier Patentee in the Theatre I am . 
difcourfing of. 

In or about the Year 1722 I met with 
him firft at Norwich^ where he was then a 
reputable Dealer in the Manufa&iires ' of 
that Cityv but- having a theatrical Biafs^ 
and meeting with Misfortunes in his Bufi* 
hefs, he entered himfelf of Mr. Ricb's 
Company in Londom . . 

» It may here be obfcrveJ, that it vva^ not 
ufual, at that Time^for the principal Adord 

to 
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to dodge- b^«en Tk^^ sAfl TKeatri^ 
tor- the lake of a little "fdftipfardry Advan- 
tage, till they had loft then* Chara£ters ancf 
Importance at both. On the contrary,, 
knowing that high Salaries could not be 
obtained, or at leaft fupported, without 
full Houfes,. or full Houfes without a Di^ 
veriity of Attra&ions, (which could not 
* be procured^ if Tinne was to be wafted ia^ 
rehe^ng old Stock Plajr^, for the Sakd 
ef the new Perforinere tdt be introduced in 
theih) tfaey wifely remained where they werej 
and thereby kept Poflfeffion of the Part» 
they were perfect in. But then, what was 
^thus commendable in them, with regard- 
to themfelves^ was, perhaps, equally dif- 
couraging to. thofe in the next Walk below, 
them, who, by this Means, faw them- 
fclves in a Manner excluded from thofe , 
Diftin^ons and Emoluments^ which all 

oi 
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of them, no Doi\bt, afpire to \ and in all 
Probability, it was for this Reafon, that 
Mr. Lacy^ with many others, became Ad* 
venturers with the late Mr. Fielding at the 
little Theatre in the Hay market. The 
Play of Pafguin^ fo critically timed,, and 
fo long and fo much followed, was the 
Performance tlien to be exhibited ^ and 
every Body that attended it muil remem* 
ber, that Mr. Lacy played the Part of the 
Tragedy Poet in it* After which,, the 
Law having fiienced that Theatre, he read 
Ledures ^ Xork-Buildings^ defigned and 
ere^ed the fpacious Building for mufical 
Entertainments in Ranelagh Gardens at 
Cbelfea^ and having fold it to — Buma* 
hy Efq. for 4000/, Premium, became an 
A0iftant Manager to Mr. Ricb\ during 
which. Interval it was, that Mr. FketwooJPs. 

Patentc 



uiyiiized by 



Patent was advertifed for Sale, as before 
Ipecified. 

. Now it fo happened, that two reputable 
Perfons in the City, Strangers to Mr. 
Lacyy came to a Refolution to buy it, in 
Cafe he, Mr. La(y^ could be prevailed up- 
on to undertake, the Mans^ement of the 
Company, Mr. Bidaly Clerk of the 
Vintner's Company^ waa the PerfiMi cm- 
pbyed to treat with him. The Terms 
offered Wer^ a joint Partnerfliip they to 
lay down the whole Purchafe-Money, and 
hold Mr. La(iy's Third in Mortgage, in 
Cafe it did not fuit him to malce his own 
Depofit, till his Share of the Profits fnould 
gradually difcharge it. An indubitable 
Proof, that the general good Opinion en* 
iertained both of his Probity an.d Ability 

had 
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had siduced them to repoie this Coifideocc 

« 

in him* 

A Meeting of the Paitiie$ foUowe^next^ 
ait whteh all Particulars were adjufbd^a ' 
etery Body's Satisfa&ion; but the very 
next Day air was disjointed again by the 
fudden IndilpoQtion of one of the Con- 
tradors, which rendered him incapable of 
carrying the Affair into Execution, to the 
great Concern of Meflrs* Green and jlmketi 
Bankers^ who were prefect at this Meet« . 
ing, and who were , to have been Bankers 
to the Theatre, in Cafe any furpks Caib 
had arifen from it« 

To thefe Gentleiheii Mr. Lacy was not 
unknown; and after what had {>aflM, it 

was but natural for them to think of put- 
ting themfclves in the Citizens Places^ 

The/ 
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They did ib, and pn^ofed the fame CcA» 
didoos to hacy^ provided he could 
prevail firit on Mr. Fleetwood to accept of 
an Annuity during the Term of the Pa-» 
tent, and fecondly on Mr. M—e^ to let his 
i^^tgage lye. Mr. La<y fucceeded in 
both. Mr» M^e acquiefced^ on having 
his Security for the former Sum itrength- 
cned by tbe Aciditioa of the Patent^ anB 
Mr. Fk€$vmd was very well latis&ed to re* 
ccire 6oo/. aYear^ out of a Wreck wluch^ 
a» fa hitn^* km± appeared to be worth 
filling. Afid Melfi3# Gfem aftd Amiot 
{)aid da#n 3aoo/» for the Pateikc« 

They broke fomc Time afterwards; 
and the Ignorant and Malicious were 
plea&d to furmiie, that their Misfortune^ 
were owing to this Purcbale ; but nothing 
i:ould be farther from, the Truth. In the 

erdinarjf 
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ordinary Way of Bufioe&y the DepoGc they 
had made wduH nojt: have been mi^d ; 
and of this they were. fo. confident, that 
they not only proceeded in the dtfcounting 
Way of Trade as before, but afhialiy ad- 
vanced Money to Mr. Fleetwood upon his 
Annuity. ' ' : ^ 

9 

AU Bankers arc underHood to have two 
Capiuls i one their own, - the od3i.er of 
Lodgment, left in Truft with them, liable 
to be relumed on Demand ; and out of 
the prudential Ufe«of both, founded on 
Speculation and Experience, arife their 
Profiif. Some of thefe are CoUedors and 
Cafbiers for great Traders^ who have not 
immediate Occs^on for their Money ^ and 
.others the Depofitorics for large Sums of 
the Land -Tax, remitted to them from th.e 

Country 

* 
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Country Receivers, through the Hands of 
the Salefmen of Smitbfield. 

Of the latter Sort were Mellrs. Green 
and Amber. They had always a conlidera* 
ble Sum of this Money in their Hands« 
It had been the Cuftom for them and 
others to pay it into the Exchequer^ one 
Payment under the others they had 
driven their Bargsuns^ and made their 
Di^fitions accordingly; and having, 
found the Current uniform for a certain 
Time, did not fo much as dream of a 
Reflux fo fudden as that which the Re- 
bellion occafioned, and which fwept them 
and their Affairs along with it. 

« 

At that alarming Period every Indivi- 
dual thought only of coUeding all the 
Specie within his^Reach for his own im- 
mediate 
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wcdiate Ufes. A JR/uh^ as it is fSurafed^ 
"Upon the Bankers, and Bank of Engl<mdj 
' followed of Courfe ; both were fufficiently 
,embfrrafled by it^ j^nd how njuch the 
» latter ftopd oblijged po the feafqnable, t^i- 
tioxial, juoble i^iTociaaQn of the Merchants 
-in it^ f avqur, a$ yet recent in Meniocy, 
£,\en the Goveji'umetititfeJi^.eidier pr^fle^ 
hy Ncceflity, or willing to be guarded 

« 

' againlt the woril, called upon their Ke- 
ceivers to pay in all the Caih in their 
Hands, - without any Regard to the uiusd 
Method of Forbearance. 

jVIeffrs. Green 2inA Amber were at th§t 

Time accountable to the Exchequer for 
about 20,000/. (of which 3200/, was but 
a fm^U Part) and not beii^ in a, Condition 
to.aijirjycr.^ a Demand) funk under^ 
it. 

With 
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With the State of the Kingdom, that of 
the Theatre fympathizcdi thin Audiences 
produce but thin Receipts ; Debts confe- 
quently were contraded^ and the leis 
f rofpedt a Creditor has of being paid» the 
more importunate he is apt to be for his 

With the Credit of the Shop, the Cre- 
-dit of .the Theatre, fuw looked upon as 

an Appendage to the Shop, faikd alfo. . 

Mr. 1mc^% Situation was now become a 
very uneafy one* According to the ad- 
mired Expref&on of a late glorious Com- 
^mander, lie had Choict of Difficulties to 
^ftruggle with. But his Candor and Inte- 
tgri^, -^like ihe cftfaer's^^oUr^e and Perfe- 
verance, carried him through them ail. 

Voi^I. E He 
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He retained the Coaficknce of the Com- 
pany, hy convincing them he deferved ic^. 
. aod in virtue of that Convi&«Mi» they ad* 
' hcred to Um to the laft. 

One Attempt, indeed, was xna^e ta 

overturn him j which ferving as a Speci- 
men of theatrical Policy, may not prove 
altogether unentertaining to the Reader. - 

m 

The Mortgagee came one Morning to 
the Theatre, and having colleded the 
Company together, gave them to under* 
fiand, they were to have no more Salary 
that Seafim* By the Way, it was about 
the End of Jamary^ and, according to 
theTenureof the Mortgage, there was but 
a fmall Sum due to this Gendeman at that 
Time. This fo unexpefted a Declaration 
greatly aftonifhed the Aftors. 

Intelligence 
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Intelligence was foon brought to Mr. 
hiKy oi whAt had pafled, aiid heas&on ' 
applied to the Moftgagee for an Explant- 

tion : announcing, as ^ he bad .a Right to 

dp, that he, the Mortgagee, muft abide 

by all Coufequences \ . he having no Power 

to iflue any Money ieithcr to Ador Qt 

Creditor, but by the Diredion of Mr. 

iM^j and being refponiibk to neither Jfor * 

. ^y Debt or Demands ' ^ ' : 

« • . • • • 

Struck with this Reprefentation, and 

» • 

\inder fome Pain, it may be.fuppofed, for 
the lifue^ the Mortgagee feemed to be 
much concerned for his Rafltntis \ and of 
hisK)wn Accordprbmifed to continue tiie fc- 
veral Salaries, without flopping one Shil- 
ling more during the Seafon j and he fkept 
his Word. 

1 Mr, 

\ 
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m 

Mr. Lacy^s Bufineife now was to <:om- 
municate this gopd News to the Company, 
already convened at the Rofs Tavern, by 
4 bad Man with a good Cbara&er ; doubt- 
lefs, to ierve the Manager, by appeafing 
the Stonn, not to throw his Net while the 
Waters were trouUed. This was -done by 
Meflage. They were told in Mr. Laiy"^ 
Name, that all the Money which came 
into the Office, the Treafurer would pay 
them till their Demands were fatisfied, if 
that would do it. "When one t)f tlie<rom- 
pany afked how they could be aflured of 
that i it was replied, as with one Voicp, 
that they never doubted Mr, Lacfs Word, 
and would chearfully rely upon it now/ 

And they had ^le Money. 

But 
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But to proceed with the Hiftoiy of tl^ 
Patent : Mr* Biddk^ Mr. Cfeetfs Father-^ 
in-law. Receiver for the County of Bed- 
fsrd^ had aa Extent in Aid fqr about 
1 6,000 /• agaiaft his Soa, and his Son's 
Partner; wd^ among, other Efieds, had 
attached their Property in the Thea^ 
tre^ wi;b a DdQgp ta iell it to the beft 
Bidder. . 

I 

He f^nified this Deiign of his to* 
Mr* Laty^ aad not: oaiy ^ but defired* 
kim fafdher, tt> tranfaA the Affair for 
hiin« Mr. Laty undertodc it according- 
ly ; and thinking Mr. Garruky on Ac« 
count of his Abilities and Reputation, 
and Mr. M—e^ on Account of his 
Connexion with the Theatre, the pro- 

E 3 pereft 
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percfl: Perfons- to be applied to, made z 
Tender of the two Shares, on fuch 
Terms as, in the joint Opinion of all 
Parties, fhould be thought reafonable. 
But Mr. ikf— ^ replied, that Mr. Gar-^, 
rick would not be concerned in a third 
Part^ probably, from an Apprehenfion, 
that the other two Proprietors might 
concur in laying him under difagreeable 
Reftraints. . 

Mr; Lacy then ofibred the Shares to 
Mn Ellis of the Tower, who had alwaqrs 
been tampering with the Theatres. Bat 

he, though ftrongly inclmed to the Thing, 
could not prevail on himfclf to part with 
the Means. 
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He would not give looo/. he would 
not give 800 /• for it, exclafive of the 
Debjts. « In ihort> it became mtnifeftt 
that, )ft\Ufk be . was permitted to fet his 
own' m Price upon it^ he woi^ not 
have it at all. 

Somewhat piqued at this Manner of 
Proceeding, fomewhat concerned for the 
. Slight thus thrown on the Theatre,, 
and AS it may be prefumed, not an* 
fwerabie to the real Value, of it, Mr. 
Lacy made an Ofier to Mr. Riddle to 
pay off the Mortgage, as well as the 
other Debts of the Theatre^ which to» 
gether amounted to 12,000/. exclufive 
of Mr. Fleetwoods Annuity, if he would 
join his Intereft with hini in procuring 

£ 4 anew 
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t new Patent, to commence at the £xpira» 
tkm of the old,. 

It is proper here to femark, that the 

Cloaths, Scenes, i^c. i^c. i£c. of a The- 
atre, which coil fuch an immenfe Sum, 

are of little Value, without ft Power 

« 

properly to make ufe of them, they 
. being -eakulated ibr theatrical Purpofes 
only» ^ 

% 

% 

/ • 

To this PropolU Mn RidMt agreed; 
and Mf. ^Lacj^ m Confequence, became 
a Suitor to his Grace the late Duke of 
. Grafton^ as Lord Chamberlain, for the 
Favour Ipecified. 

His Grace's Reply was to this Ef- 
That he faw no Injury jefulting 

from- 
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who was not the ieis favourable to 
Uimy becaufe Mr. .H^iirts^ his Secretary, 
loft no Opportunity of inforcing his 

He was obliged^ to them all, and, 
to do him Juftice, he never lofes any | 
Opportunity of nxanifdting his Gratis 
tudt. , ' 

There was ytt another Circumftaace,.. 
which, k St not abogethier improbable, . 
mm of' idme iitdcWe^ijc in Mr, Lacj^s 
S?ab. 

m 

I 

It hath been often remarked, that the 

Duke of G—^n paid a particular Regard 

to thoic Families which had fufiered in the 

Caufe of King Ctarks L and it was not 

uaknown to his Grace, that the Lacys of 

Jrclandy 
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from fuch a Renewal to any Body^ oa 
the contrary, it would . be of Service to - 
many. Therefore, if. he,. Lacy^^ would 
make good his Propofal to Riddle^, the 
King's Receiver, he would lay the Af^- 
fkit before his Majefty.. 

■ 

- It is, . however, true, that Mr. Lacj ' 
had many great and powerful Patrons 
befides, who did him the Honour of. 
their good . Olfices. The late . Lady 
JB' »,> who was a Friend to no 
Body. by. Halves, engaged the then 
Marquis of H n to fupport him 
with all his Intereft; and to his Good- 
nefS' he owed the Countenance"^ of the 

late Duke of 2> his Father, and 

the Concurrence of the Treafury, then 
under, the DiiciStion. of Mr, 

. . c . ! \ who 
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Ireland^ from whom the Gentleman we are 
peaking of was delcended^ were absolutely 
rubed by their Attachment to that Mo- 
narch : having loit a vait Eftate, and been 
forced to follow Fortune in almoft. all the 
different Services4)f Europe.. And though 
Ms Grandiathep married . the Daughter of 
John Rujfcl Grace Orvm^eilj it does not 
appear^ that the Duke fufiPered hisAhti« 
pathies to get the better of his Ai&£bions. 

To conclude: Mr. Lacy having thus 
carried his great Point, and finding it ne- 
cefTary to have an Affociate, was diredbed^ 
by his Prudence, to Mr. Garrick. In .his 
RiMelagb Scheme, it had been hifi Mis- 
fortune, to be yoked with a wicked onq, 
which was (he Reafon of his quitting it. 
Mr. Garrick had Money, Reputation,^ and 

• • Ability, 
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Ability, ail were Requifites. Mr. Lacy 
made the Advance \ Mr. Garrick^ by the 
Advice of his Friends, accepted it, and 
had his Napie infer ted in the new Patent. 
Both were to be equal Sharers in the Pxo* 
ixts, with an Exception, to the Confidera* 
tions allowed Mr. Garrick as a.Perfof^nier. 
It was, I think, in the Year 1 747, that 
dieir Partnerlbip commenced ; and it haa 
continued evcar fince with all the Appear^ 
ance of Harmony and Friendlhip +. Mr. 

Garrick^ 

% 

f On this Occafion the following Prologue was 
fpoken by Mr. Garrkkf at the Opening ihe Tliea^re in 
I>rwrf4ane^ 1747. Written by Mr. Sammljdmfon^ 

When Learning's Triumph o'er her barbVous Foes 
Firft mr*d the Scagt, inumrtal ^bakt^mrt rofe 1 
Each Change of nany-cotoiir*d Life feS^ drew, 

£xhaufled Worlds, and then imagined new ; 
Exiftcn€e iaw him fpurn her bounded reign. 
And panting Time toil'd after him in vain : 
His pow'rful Strokes prefiding Truth imprefs'd. 
And unrefiiled Pa£ion fiorm'd the Breafl. 

Tien 
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Garricky dcfervedly conikiercd as the HcsuT 
of his Profeflion, is furc to have crowded: 
Audiences as often as he appears*, and 
Mr. Z.i?r)^ has^-fhewn as much Addrefs -nt 

inlarging; 

Then Jolmjitaai, iafifiiacd fion dw School, 

To pleafe in Method^ and invent by Role i 

His iludious Patience, and laborious Art, 

'By xcgnbur Appratch-eflayM the Heart 1 

OoM Approbation gave the ling'ring Bays, 

For thofe who durft not cenfore* fcarce coold praiie. 

A Mortal bom, he met thegeaend Ooooi, 

But left. like Egypf*^ Kings, a lafHng Tomb. 

The Wits of Charles found eafier Ways to Fame, 
Nor wifli'd for J^imjias Art, or Slmki^4ir$'% Fkme t 
Themleira they ftodied, ay^y fek they writ. 
Intrigue was Plot, Obfceni^^Sras Wit, 
Vice always found a Sympathetic Friend, 
They pleased their Age, and did not aim to mend. 
# Yet Bards like thefe afpir'd to lading Praifc, 
>^nd proudly hop'd to pimp io future Days. 
Thdr Gaoft was geii*nl, their Sapports 
■ Their Slaves were willing, and their Reign was longi 
*Till Shame regained the Pod that Senfe betray 'd, 
- And Virtue calPd ObliviQfi 10 her Aid. 

♦ 

Then crnfhM by Rules, and weakened as refin'd. 
For Years the Pow'r of Tragedy declined s 
From Bard to Bard the fieigid Caation ciep^ 
Tiiy>edafflacioa roir'd, while Paffioo flept. 

• Yet 
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inlarging * the Houfe to receive thcmv- 

and in rendering the Avenues to it commo- 

Tet ftiil did Virttie deign the Stag^ to tread, 

Philofophy remain'd, though Nature fled. 
But forc'd al lergih her ancient Reign to quit, 
She (aw ^ai Taufiui lay the Ghoft of Wit ; 
Exulting Folly haifd the joyfuJ Day, 
And I'antoinime and Song tcnfirm'd her Sway.. 

Bttt who the eomiDg Changes can prefage, 
And mark the fiitoM Pet jods of the Stajrc ? 
Perhaps (for who can guefs th* EfiWkof Chance ?) 
Here may box, cr Ji^h met may dance. 

Hard is his that hereby Fortune placed,. 
Mult watch the wild ViciflStades of Tafte, 
With ev*iy Meteor of Caprice mull play, 
iliOd diace the new-blown Bubbles of tlie Day. 
Ah ! let not Cenfuie terg^ Fate our Choice, 

The Stage but c echoes bS the public Voice, . 

The Drama*s Laws the Drama s Paircns give. 

For we that live to pleaie, muft pleafe to live. 
Then prompt no more the*FoIUcs you decry». 

As Tyrants doom ihcir Tools of guilt to die ; 

^Hs yours this Night to bid the &eig)Q con^meooe 

Of refcu d Nature and rcyiving Senfe > 

To chafe the Charms of Sound, the Pomp of Show,. 

For ufeful Mirth, and falutary Woe ; 

Bid fcenic Virtue form the rifing Age, 

And Truth dxfrufe her Radiance from the Stage. 

• The Houfc will Bowconlaio xmt ifil fflow Ata 
itdidbelore, Jf^'' 
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diouSy as he did in procuring and extend^ 
ing the Patent* 

In ihort^ they feexn to be fuitable Affo- 
ciaies for each other and, as the Company ^ 
has thriven .under their Management,, and^ 
all are jullly. and duly coniidered according 
CO their Merits, it b butiinr to preTutne, that 

« 

none vould Jbefuch Enenues^to themielres 
as to wiih far a Change of either of their 
Mafters. 

The Theatres. (J^London • have, long 

. m 

fince, claimed the Attention of the beft 
Authors, and of the Public: but thofe of 
Dublin were ib ill directed after the Deaths 
Afhbury and W^ringtony that few Performers 
Of^any Degree of Eminence either arofe, or 
iceforted thither before the Year 1 740, and 
.dramatic Per,formances uncill about that Pe- 
riod, 
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nodi were funk into. Contempt, and 
rood wlioUy loft. 



I am of Opinion the hiftoiical Oc« 
currences of the Theatres in DuMin for 

■ 

thefe fourteen Years pad, will prove a Air*' 
prizing^ as well asan*entertaiiiingNarratioA 
to the Public : and: it is in my Power to 
rdate feveral curious Anecdotes, , which 
probably, would nev er have appeared from 
any other hand.. 



Qn the zodi of January^ ij^^-C^ 1 went* 
over to Ireland to balance my Accounts 
with thofe Manufacturers I had lately had 
dealings with in the Jrifi> I^cn Trade, io 
which I had been largely engaged in Limr 
ion* When I arrived in DubUn I fouQd my . 
good Friend Mr. Garrick at the Theatres* 
Royal, with Mr. Sheridan^ as Sharers aa^ 




Adven- 
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Adventurers j and Mr. Barry engaged at ar 
Salary by the Proprietors. There were fev©- 
ral Tragedies ia which I had the Pleafure of. 
-feeing thefc three Performers appear toge- 
ther, as in the^AiK Penitent, Garrick a£t- 
ed Lotharios Sheridan Horatioy and Bavry 
jUtamont: and! doubt not but! am gready; 
envied that Happineis; but nuift obfcrve»; 
that this was fourteen Years ago. One of 
them was then a young A£tor; and even the 
odber two^ure remarkabtyimjHOYed. To lee; 
them all now in onie Pli^^ would be aPlea-^ 
iure greatly to be enviedi butlmuftadmit 
that Garrick^ even then, was eminent in 
his Lear and Richard. Mr. Garrick and I; 
left Dublin the third Day of May^ and ar- 
rived in London the tenth. My pleafant 
fellow XraveUer agreed direilly with Mr. 
Rich for the Be^'formance of fuc Plays, the 
latter End. ol that Month, . the Profits of 

which 
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which were divided between them, by which 
fix Plays Garrick added three hundred 
Pounds to a great Sum got the preceding 
Seafon in Dublin, 

% 

On the eleventh of OSobety 1 746, I re- 
turned to Dublin with my Familyi to iibtcle 
ia that City. 

Soon after my Arn vai I made a Vilit to 
the late honourable Colonel T'i'tfmiJ^ir/il^r 
(brother to the prefent Earl of Lanefio- 
mugb) who wan one o£ the leading Propris^- 
tors of the united Theatres. I foon be- 
gan an Enquiry into the State of Theatri- 
cal Allairs, The Colonel alk'd me if I 
had any T-crms to offer ? that the Proprie- 
tors would be glad to treat with me, if I 
had any Propofals to make for myfelf. 
My Reply was, that fmce I found Mr* 
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Sheridan determintd to remaia in DuUin $s 
an Ad;or, and Manager, it was fafer, and 
better for me to engage with hm^ than to 
think of an Oppofition to one who was the 
beft Ador ther^ and wha had a natural 
Intereft to fupport hini} befides, I had 
ibme Money which I feared to loofe« I 
therefore accepted of the Office of Trea-^ 
furer, and Deputy Manager ^ and from an 
agreeable, happy Manner in Mr. Sberidan\ 
Addrefs, to thofe he %ilhes to engage, I 
very foon contraded a perfonal Love for 
hica^ which is^ the fur^ and only Balis for. 
a faithful Friendihip.. ' 

On his Side I had the Pleafure of beipg^ 
reiped<yl and confidered by him as a Per^ 
ion very capable of aflifting him in his new^ 
Government, and my Vanity will not let 
eoe fupprefs the ficft Proof that I gave of 
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k. Before the Theatre was opened, as I 
knew the Wcaknels of the Company, and 
that there was no one but hinifelf and Mifs 
Billamy^ in the leaft Degree of Reputation ^ 
it was therefore proper to revive fuch Flays, 
as could be fupported by two Charaders«. 
I recommended the Romeo and Juliet of 
Sbakefpear\ to which Mn Sheridan pre* 
fer'd the Micb Ado about Nothing of the 
ianoe Author, and accordingly got it up ^ 
but. from its firft Appearance there, to the 
laft Seafon, it has fully anfwered its Name^ 
. in regard to. him as Manager : I fkiU per- 
filled in my Choice of Romeo. He their 
confulted Mr. Chetwood (then Prompter) 
about reviving Otwafs Caius Mariuj^vihtiQ 
that Author has borrowed the i^^^ and Ju-^ 
Uet^ and introduced tKem under the Names 
erf young Mnrim and Lamnia) but that 
Tragedy had (very fortunately for him) too 

man^ 



r 
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many.. Charafters for his little Company ^ 
j^d thus Rmco and Juliet was at Jafl: 
brought on, and proved the only fuccefsful 
Play of the Seafon. The two Charadcrs 
were then (fourteen Years ago) well adapt* 
eds and greatly ^ncrealed .the Reputation 
of the Performers. The. Succcls of that 
Tragedy occafioned its Revival in London^ 
at both Theatres, where it was equally 
followed and admired* 

But nmwitbftandrng the Suceefs of . 
meo (which was .performed nine Nights to 
great Houfes, an extraordinary thing then 
in Dublin) the Profits oT that Seafon were 
likely to turn out but poorly; and would 
certainly have ended fo, if a very fortunate 
Accident had not .happened on the nine- 
teenth of Jamaryj at the Performance of 
jEfop'^ on the hgppy Event of which the 

Manager 
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Manager founded his Reputation, and fu- 
ture Fortune : ^ough the Story is yet re** 
cent, itdeferves a very d^tind Recital here. 

c 

I had often exclaimed loudly and pul> 
lickly agiunft the Indecency of the Scenes^ 
by the Admiflion of every Idler that had a 
laced Coat ': the Youths of the College 
were in theCuiifaciin of erouding to everf 
Morning RehearfaL I have feen the Ax> 
tors and Adrefles rehearfing within a Circle 
of forty or fifty of thofe young Gentlemen, 
whofe Time ought to have been better em- 
ployed. 

I writ feveral Pages on this Subjed, to 
|)rove that a well regulated Theatre would 
be an Honour, as well as an Advantage to 
the Kingdom that it would not fail, A 
once, to give Strangers an high Opinion of 

^ their 

* 
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their good Senfe and Folitenefs; and, ac 
the lan^e time, accommodate the Nobility 
aad Gently with that Entertainment, which 

« 

ri)ey had. not only, a Right to enjoy, bat 
which, if tliey were dtTappointed here, they 
would ccfitainlyremove to anothier Kingdom 
to obtain. That therefore it was highly no>- 
ceflary the Legiflature Ihoold take the The- 
atre under their Protedion, and fccure it 
* from the Infults of wanton and diffolute 
Men. ' . 

I propofed feveral Methods for the re- 
drefTing thefe Grievances; which were 
all objeded to by the Manager, as too 
dangerous to be ^executed in Dublin: 
His common reply was, T0U forget 
■*• yourfelft you thivk you art on EngUJb 
« Ground:* 

# 

Thus 
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Thus it remain'd^ till the happy Conic- 
*quence of the Accident I am going to re- 
late, which brought on an efFeftual Redreis. 

A young Gentleman, on the nineteenth 
of "January^ 1746-7, went, enflamcd with 
Wine, to the Pit (an Indecency at that 
Time too frequent there) imd climbing 
over the Spikes on the Stage, ^ery 
foon made his Way to the Green Room, 
where he addrefled 'one of the A&refies in 
iuch indecent Terms aloud, as made them 
4ill fly. to their drefllng Rooms. He purfued 
'One of them thither, but being repulfed by 
the Door, he made fuch a Noife there, as 
diiturbed tlie BuTinefs of the Scenes. Mi& 
Bellamy y whom iie purfued, was then want- 
ed on the Suge, but could not -ceme out 
for fear of this Dragon. Mr. Sheridan (who 

^ was 
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^ras then in the Chara&er of Mfop) wcftt lb 
th€^0o<ir, attended bf the Senrints and ft 
Guard, and ordered them to take that Gen- 
deman away, and condu<fl him to the Pit 
from whence he came. This was done 
without the leaft BufUe, or ObAru&ion on 
the Fatrt of the G^iHleman \ but when he 
arrived in the Pit, ke toeflc a Saiket from 
. one of the Orange Women, and when the 
Manager^ came on the Stage, lie took the 
beft Aim he coukl at him with theOran|;es^ 
one of which taking Place, the Adlor 
addreflcd the Audience (which happened 
to be but thin that Night) for Protedion. 
As there were fome Gentlemen in the Pit 
who were acquainted with, the Rioter, they 
filenced him with fome Di0iculty, but not 
'till feveral abufive Names liad pdl&d from 
him, fuch as Scoundrel and Rafcal : And 
Mr.Sberidan (who in general fpoke with great 
Vol. I. F Pro- 
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J^fOfnfity) WM ib mud) dticoacartad, ai«» 

Mpd thflfe Words, were the next Ds^ idtov 
• ed thus* ^gdfida Gentleman as any 

« i» tie Moufe,'*- 

* 

After the Play^ tins young Hero, wejit 
<i)ut of die Pit, aad found his Way^ to Mc; 
Sheridan* & DreiliAg Roonit <aad there to hk 
Face, before Servants^ <:aUal htm the . 
fame ahttfiv^ Naine«» fAdch ofOwdepM* 
voked him to ;give him &me JBk<«$, whick 
the Gentleiiiaa tod^ very patiently i and 
by Means of .another Falihood (that Sieri^ 
dafCs Servants in the Room held him whik 
« their Mafter beat him) the Club of his 
Companions, to whom he w€|kt that Night 
with his broken Nofe, and other <jriev- 
ances, weiie fi> animated and incenfed, that 
« famndrd fhjen Jlmld JmU s Gwrh%^ 
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ttAif; dut ftParty ms dirb&ly fcMined: A 
powerfbl figkting SWu-ty, and the next Da]r 

all Perfons were thrcittnicd openly in every 
'Coffee- hivare that dared to look as if they 
kcliaed to take the Part of Sheridan. 

His Name beioig on the £iils fome 
l)ays after, to peribrm H^ratioi feveral 
Letters, .Cards, arfd Mefiages, were fenc 
to bitn, waning him not to leave hi$ 
l^loufe that Evening, and to take p&rticu- 
lar Care to be well guarded even there. 
He followed that friendly Advice: And 
when Mr. Dyer went on the Stage to apo- 
logize for his not performing the Part, and 
to acqujunt the Aucjii^nce with his Reafons, 
^t that Inftant^ about fifty of the Farcy, 
with the young Herd at their He^, h>fc 
in the Pit, and climbing over the Spikes 
on the Stage, ran direftly to the Green 

F 2 ' Room, 

Dig 
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Room, from thence to . all the JDreOing 
Rooms, broke thofe open that were lock- 
ed i ran up to the Wardrobe^ aad ijiruit 
their Swords into a^.theChefts, ai4 PxdSea 
of Clothes, by way of feelmg^ they fiud, if 
Sheridan was concealed there. After many 
«f thcfe Violences, a Party went cff to |iis 
Houfe ; but, upon finding he had provided 
for their Reception, they .thought proper tp 
j^tire. 

This Tranfadion was oa fi Thurfda^ 
Nighty the next Day was ipent in fiirious 
Parties, and vic^ent Thi^atenings in aU 
public Places. On the Saturday Moiming 
the following Letter appeared in Fatdk-^ 
ner\ Journal^ which I wrote, and publifh- 
ed there, unknown even to the Man.agen 
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T» Mr. Faulkner. 

. *' As the Charafter and Conduft of Mr. 
^ Sheridan are by a late unhappy Accident 
^ become the uiiiverial Topic of all Con* 

verfation in this Metropolis^ I am there- 
^ fore induced, by a late Ijitimacy with 

him» to give the^ublic, by your Papeiv 
^ a.£ortrjdt of this Ador. 

^ He is the Soo of the late Revese&d 
<^ DoAor ShiridM^ a Gentleiiiaa that was 
^ wcU known in this Kingdom! This, 
^ his Son^ was fent early in Life to JVeJi-^ 
" minjier School in London-, and when fit- 
^ ted for the Univerlity, was entered of 
^ tlus College, and Clais-Fellow with moH 
^ of the Nobility and Gentry of this King* 

ft 

F 3 " dom 
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dom of his Time^ apd took his Degree* 

** there of Batchelor of Arts. Well then,. 

•* he was born, and has had the Education, 

^ of, a GfNTVBMAN. Ay,^ but %s the 
Herald, he degraded^ hixxifelf when hift^ 
Fortunes, as well as his iiagulsu: AbiU-. 

^ ties, kd him co the Stage; k . majr be 
ib. Though in my private Thoughts^ 
that Opimioii, though general, is like 
tpany others thai are too eafily recewred 

" by Mankind, and buUt on a falle Hy^ 
pothefis. However, that I may not ap« 
pear too lingular, it -jQuU be granted^ 

^ Well tlien^ let us view hkn in this de^ 
graded Light, becaufe this Survey will 

^* beft ferve my preient Purpolb« 

V 

" All the Gentlemen I have hithmemct 
^ with, when degraded, have been loft to 
- ** Virtue^ and have fallen a Sacrifice ta 
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* thoic Pa^Iions and Vices that 4rcw them 
^ from th£ j^atk of Hoi^our: But thil 
jTDuag Man (as a Pcoof that his £ioi^ 
^ tunes abne threw him into this degrad<> 
^ ed Light) remains in Ku mocal Ch«ac«<^ 
^ ter, unfuUkiL. 

As the Manner of the Theatre (find* 
that has been his Province) his iV(nbi4 
^ tion ims beei^ to cukivifie * §oo4 Man- 
^ ners andDecency^ and his Labours and 
^ good Example have hitherto been at- 
^ tended mth good Succds. XheAax>rs 

Ufc in wiifiial Htmionft and h^ 
^ iiitd their Biafineif mxh the ntmoft Re^ 
^ gularity^ they are r ew arde d imh theb 
« Salaries i Tradefmcns Bills are now 
punctually paid, and the Town (it is 
" univcrlaUy confcfled) has been better en- 

J-* 

tertaincd thia Winter than was ever 

F 4 known 
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kncnm by fo thin a Company of tolcr- 
able Adors^ to what can* this, be owing 

^ but to tkkt good Condud and Abiliqf of 

^ the Manager? 

^ In hi8 prefent Profeflion^ I may. iay» 

without Flattery or Partiality, that when 
^ we confider the variety of Characters he 
appears ia, he is arrived at an amazing 
Degree of Perfection for his Years. 

« 

In. private Li£^ when his Labours 
haye bkft him with Succeis, I have 
known him take more Pleafiue in afiift- 

« 

ing hb Relations and diftreffed Friends^ 
^ than the fuieft Gentleman can preiiend to 

** enjoy in confuming the Bounties of For- 

*^ tune. But what avail thefe Qualities, 
thefe mufty moral Qualities? He has 
.^Voficnded» it feems> ibme G£ntu^m£n; 
: " and 
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and how? Why, in doing his Duty as 
Manager of the Theatre, he met with 

^ an unexpe<Jted and violent Infult from a, 
lingle Pexioo in the Pit (one whom jio 

<^ was obliged to order from behind tha 
Scenes for his indecent Behaviour there) 

^ at a Time when he- was receiving the 
Applaufes of the Audience in the Cha- 
rad^r of yE/op. In this Surprize he was 
compelled to make an Addrefs to the 
People, and in that Dilbrder of Mind, 

" it feems, he made ufe of one indecent 
Wordy tliat to thcfe nice Gentlemen was 

** exceptionable. Now, can any thing be 

*• more likely th^n to fuppofe, in that Con- 

V &iiion, be forgot he was a d^gmdidMan? 

« 

Let us nippofe any one of his Gentle- 
mien Adverfaries furprized into a Necef- 
^ ficy of. ad^drefling a pubUc^ Affismbly v 
• • F 5 « How 
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How few ;ire there out of a much largeif 
^ Body» that could fpeak^ on fuch an Oc^ 
^ cafion, umnciptiMoUy ? Alas, howfowf 
^ Sut though I did ttot hear Mr. Sbmiam 
^ that Night, I can fafely depend on the 

Judgment of two or three Gentlemen of 
^* Sef9fe and Honour^ who told me that his 

Behaviour (though provoked) was far 

from indecent or improper* 

However^ it was by fome Gendemcnv 
*^ it ibems, thought otherwifei and Mr 
^i?ri was difplaced) and for that, what' 
^ had like to have been hss Puniihment f 
•* Why he was very near wanting all the^ 
** Surgeons in Dublin to drcfs his Wounds.. 
. 0 Tem^ora ! 0 Mores ! 

In Londfin^ in the Year 1722, a Riot 
^ waaeooMnittedM th^TheatffeinZiw^V 
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^ Jim Fields^ by a fet of profligate young 
Mm of QjiaUt^^ whkii ihut up that 
^ Play^hoiifeteeigh^M.miieDaya. But- 
thel^giaacwe(byt||eKingf$Oiff^ 
esKtoed ib vnrady iota the . Affiir, thar 
** the Rioters thought proper to make the 
^ fu0ering. Manager ample Satisfa£);ion t 
^ and his Ms^efty ordered a Guard to at- 
^ tend that Thqatre fo^m this Accident^. 
^ which. Mr. RUh tnyxfs to this Day. 

At the laft Riot in Drury-iane Theatre^ 
^ in 17434 h»Majefty was |>lcaiiedto give 
^ the £mt Direaiom Aiwl the Lorq 
^ Cm»f Jusnct Lie declared frpm .th« 
^ Bench^ it was his Opinion^ that ficonti^ 
^ nual HiJ^ng tew a mamfe^. Snath^ of ,th$ 
^ Pme^ as U was Beginning of a Riot. 

«* As 
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ff 

^< As tl^ People of this Nation are un- 
der the fame gracious Sovereign^ ^ and* 
pFOfie&ed by the fiime Laws i and as our 
^ chief MagifixattsarePcriboscf the high-* 
^ eft Honour and Integrity, wm h the 
^ Time to affiart your Libeeities,. and 
prove yourfelvcs as free-born Subjeds as 
youx Brethren of England^ 

^* I am. Sir,. 

■ 

Your humble Servant.** 

Thus was thefirft Bk^wflnickft. and the 
Paper War opened ; The Tendenqr of this 
caiiy Letter was to fdFioj^ right as tt> 
Fafts^ and to give a ftivouraWe, though 
j uft, Impreflipn of Mr, Sberidai^* ^ 

I dare a£rm» that within the Month (the 
Time this Dilputc lafted) there were as. 

many 
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maojr Pamphfets published as would make 
a largpr Odavo Volume. The whole City, 
nay, the whole Kingdom, were engag- • 
ed in this .Quarrel, which not only threaten* 
ed the Ruin of all whofe Bread was de- 
pending on the Theatre, but the Lives and 
Fortunes of many without Doors, who 
were, fo jralh as to engage pufaJidy. in the 
Afiair^ which ims nothing more thaft^ the- * 

■ 

Uoaour of an AAor : But his Cauie wasta 
iu>ble one, a Defence of Decency, and Hom 

Decorum of the Stage ^ in which he was 
Supported by all Perfons . of Worth and 
Honour^ and by the Laws of his Country* 

On. this Occafion a moft nohle Spirit was 
taifed . and difiVifed . throu^ioui tbeCity^ 
i majic fiq^ the . whole Kingdom^, with 
great Ea^idity^.^ .This^irit&&ibew€d2& 
^ at the Reprdeutiog the Tragedy of 

Richard 
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JKiebari tbt Tlurdy advertiied for die firft 

« 

Trm-Play after the grand Riot ; and as it 
was the Ecft Ixifiancc where the Bightagf 



■ 









•f the Adocs were £reel]r aiierted, it de^ 
ierves particular Bjekdon* here*. 

V 

% 

When the Wixfwm advertiiiBd, loud Me^ 
Meet wtn uttered agsnft the Mam^^,. 
«id a general Sedaratkm tHac he ihouki 
sever be permitted to . play 'till he had. 
made a proper Submiflion. But the Lo* 
vers Liberty, and a free Theatre^, were^ 
act to be deprived o£ their £ivoucxte En^* 
tertainment, by the capricious Humour of 
any iet of Mea^ and aa ihey looked upoa« 
theiie menaciiig Diftatcs as lb iiuuiy*qpca 
lA&Itt to the and to the Pubiiiv. 
they, thefiefiore rsibiral to oppoft .thefe 
Sons o£ Riot and J^rcnge^ to the utxrisiit 

The 
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The chief lahabitaats begaxi» at xhim 
jfua&ttffCt to 9&mhk\.uid feibihred u^tn^ 
eoongeafidprattt&iheMMiagfr. Streral 
C^SdzcnSy who feUoin fecn* iit the* 

Theatre, were ib ienfible of the Advantages. 
»d Importance of a well regulated Stage», 
that they declared to Mr. Sheridan and hia 
FHendSy that they would now more than 
ever appear th|ere» and dojubtednot beings 
able to proteft the Manager^ and the Ac^ 
ton k geneialy, iou the Difchai]ge cf theks* 
Duty.. 

With AiTurances of this Kind, and a. 
Confcioufneis of his being in the Rights. - 
Mr. SJberidas coniented to the Perfi}rjQ[iaAf:c 
«f Richaed. The Hou£e iHled earlier tl^aa- 
ufiial. There was a confideiable Appear-^ 
ancc of Ladies, Gcottemei^ and CkizeMR> 
•f Emusnch md no £natt Number of 

the 



Digitized by Google 



the Youths of the Univerfity. Thefe were 
diiperfed throughout the Theatre, but chief* 
ly in the Pit^ yet in fuch a Manner^ that 
thofe who beft knew Faces, could fee no 
Koom to fufped any thing like a concerted 
AiTembly, however they might afterwards 
have been fi>und. to agree in Sentimf nta. 

Whether the Gintlfmsn. were ac- 
quainted with this Difpofitioii of^ the Aur 

« 

dience or not, is not certain^ but it will 
appear they were not prepared for the Re- 
ception which their riotous Propofals re- 
ceived. They came to the Houie late, 
«and in fmall, but well known Groupes» 

and i^aced themfeves cliiefly in the Boxes. 

« 

Their Leaders either were not .iaTxiwn, 
or had not Time to coUe& theaifelvest^iid ^ 
ietde their £lan of Operationi^. 
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Th^Play opened mtk great (^ietnefiry 
bttCttthe latter Endof the iirftAd, when 
JUchard appeared, a confufed Noiie was 
htord from different Parts, but chiefly from 
the Boxes, of a SubmijUion^ a SubfniJJu^ 
Suhmifficn^ off^ off^ off\ Mr. Sbmdan ad* 
vanced with re^edtful Bows to thcAu*- 
dience^ but was prevented fpeakiog, by 
lobder and more diflin^fc Sounds of m Sn^ 
mjjm^ m.Submi£ion\ go fm mtb the PUff. 

m 

It was in this Conjun&ure that a Citi- 
zen, then well known for his.Struggles for 
Liberty in. the City, role up in the Pit, 
and ailerted the. Rights of the Audience, 
and the Freedom of the Stage.. He 6a> 
prei&d hi&Afton^ment and Detoftatioa 
of Men's bringing ik^.pv(mii Quarreb 
with Managers or Players into the Thea- 
tre> and. fuch, he apprehended the prer 

fent 
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^ntCafe to.be» bitt &ioe tlie Pi^utejmir 
imroduced, it muft, .like other Di^utet 
there, be determined hyr the Majority 2, ' 
^ prefumed every fober feriba in tbe 
iJouk came to r&xw^ th^ Entertaiximem 
fcomifed in^ the JiUkf ibr which he paki^ 
his Moaey at tfaeDoor^. The AQaon tbcA^ 
fte difenred^. 'war die SSerauits of the Aih 
^OIQB^. andnKkrthflir Proaediaa during 
t^t Pcrfbrnuncc^. ^tfid he looked, upoa; 
every Infult or Interruption given to them 
io the Diicharge of their Duty, as ofiered to. 
«Ee Attdieace. He d^pprchencled * the xnat^ 
lerin dilpute was jw Breach of the Duty of 
die Mintgrr w A£tan^ CDgnizable to^ 
any petfona pcefentii but whether it was (b^ 
M* thfn]{^ odierwifr. by the Uoule, the 
QuefltioR might qdUy bar detera^ He 
therefore moved, diat tfaofe win weie ftr 
grefcrving the Decency and Freedom of 
. • . the 
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tht Stage, fhould ilMingttHh tismfelvtrt 

by the holding up of Hands ^ judging 
that when they Ihould come to know their 
Niimbecs and Supenorici'^, they wttild fir 
knee or turn out thck Ofiponetfs^ . i 



] 









£UttUxl nath Shoots ^ Apphuifei but oil; 

agalnil the Eioters, andt^. wixhaU, appeared, 
ib animated for Adion, that the M^oritf 
fiiddenly went oSj andle& the Ferfi^nnaacft 
chat Night ia^j^i. 



The Gmtimen were g^eatljr iaceo^ aa 
this Ecpiilfe^ «od now thtf nkHved iqwnf 
Iwther VengeanGB OA. 1^ Maaa^r, and 
aU that dared pnoted him* ya*' ucm 

never co be permitted,, oil any Account,. 

to* 
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to perfoiD agaia, and thq^ who took his ' 
Flut were doomed to DeftniAioii! 

The firft Perfon they fmgled out was^ the 
CiTiz£N, who fpoke in the Defence 
of the Rights of the Audience and the 
Stage. A Number of thoie genteel Rio* 
ters afiQiuited him one Night foon after this 
in the Stredto. Next day he publiibed an 
Asdvcrtifemcnt:, w&kh was diftribnted all 
Ofier the City, fetting forth, that a Num* 

4 

ber t£ rude, diforderly Ferfons, in* the 
Habits of Gentlemen, who had for fome- 
time pafl infelled the public Places of the 
City, and difturbed the Peace of the 
Theatre, had ailaulted the CiTiz£Ni.who 
offered a Reward of fiv^ Pounds to- be 
paid on the apprehending and convicting 
any of thofe Qfienders: This eacreaied 
the Threatenings againft him, which had 
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AO fidKT EESsSt thin to make zMzn of « 
Profeflioo9 unufed.to the wearing ofienfive 
'Weapons, to go armed with 2I Sword and 
Piftols. . This was the Man who ialpired 
that PAXRiOT Spirit, which was attended 
with good .Confequences, at leaft to this 
Ca&ife. He always lived beloved, and by 
his JPerfeverance in Virtue, .and by his own 
fttperk>r Abilities, he b, 4t kaftjMono^Kio 
and rewarded* 

• • • 

. JThere was an annual Play appointed be- 
• fore .this .Riot began, The Fair Penitent^ 
for the BeneEt of the Hofpitalfor Incur ahlisi^ 
and the Governors, who wj&re all Peribns 
of Cooiiequence^ demanded the Perform- 
ance of their JSenefit Play : And fent the 
Manager Wond (who was to perform the 
Part of Horatio) that they woukl take upoa- 

tiiem ^0 defend him that Nighty reiiring 

affured; 
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aiiared, oo ftt of Men would appa(t % 
Chanty PUyt especially m ail tiiel..adiesol 
'Qualky exerted their Intereft, and were to 
honour ic ^Mth their Prefence. The BAb ^ 
were accoidinglf pofted up, and the Go* 
Pernors went eaily to die Theatre, witk 
their white Wands j die Boxes and Pit 
would have been filled with Ladies, i£ 
about thirty Gentlemen had not taken ear^ 
ly PoiTeifion of the Middle of two or three 
Benches near the Spikes of the Orcheitrak 
There w<n|t%bQve an hundred Ladies feat* 
on the Stsge, and when tiie Cttrtaki 
4rrw up nothing could equal the brittiant 
Appearance, of the Houfe. At the En- 
' trance of Mr. Sheridan (who had the Ho- 
Hour of being uihered in by the Gover- 
nors) thofe thirty Men, all armed, rofe up 
in the Pit and ordered him off ; and they 
were joined by ibine few placed in both 

Galloned. 
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^alkriei. ShiridM withdrcn^ and them 
^m^m: DiifHites and Threatenings began 
^4mwmi the G avcm of a on the Stage, and 
4iiie<Gentlemen thePk, and femcthing 

^rj like Challenges pafled between ft^ 
veral of them, as all the Perions on both 
Sides were publicly known. Among the 
Governors^ was a Student of the Col-* 
4ege, in his Batchdor's Gown, who be- 
haved with 4bme Warmth agadnit thoie 
who oppoled the Play; and a Gentleman 
(near the Spikes) In the Fit threw 
Apple at him, called him Scoundrel, and 
ijK he declared) faid ihey were all a Pack 
pf Scaundnls. Away flew the Scholar like a 
feathered Mercury to the College (the dif- 
tance half a Mile) and retured in about 
twenty Minutes^ with about as many 
¥ouths armed for the Combat ^ but as 
the Afiront waa not given 'till the Houf* 

* 

Digitized by Google 



WIS Half einpty, the Rioters lud mo& 
fortunately all left the Fit a very few 
Minutes before the Schdars arrived^ 
Search was made bfter them at moft of 

the Taverns that Night, but in vam^ 

• » 

however, wlien they returned to the 
College, they .called a Council of War, 
which held all Night: And as foon as 
the Gates were opened in the Mo/ning, 
out tliey all ialiied, armc4» and difperl- 
ed in •large Parties £o befet the difie- 
rent JLodgings of the RiMcrs. Thefe De- 
tachments ftrack fuch a Terror iii all 
oon&erned in the Oppofition, and fecm- 
ed to threaten fuch Mifchief, that feve* 
ral Shops were kept fliut in the great 
Streets ; But as the chief Aim of the Scho- 
lars was to fecure the Perfon who had in-* 
fulted their whole Body, and as that G^n*- 
Igman was juft come from the Country, 

he 
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he was not eafily found ; during this fin* 
<gle Purfuit, fevcral of the Leaders in the 
Oppofition fled with Fear and Trembling 
to the Court of Chancery, where my Lord 
Chancelk>r was fitting, and begged his 
Lordfhip's Prote&ion againii: the Scholars. 
Thus the Morning was employed irt finding 
out and fecuring this principal Ofiender, 
which was not- effected till Eleven o' 
Clock, when he was lecui^d and carried 
to the College. The greateft Party then 
proceeded in Search of another Delinquent 
at the upper End of Caple-Jlreet^ and v/ent 
to the Houfe of a Gentleman of Three 
Thoufand a Year, demanding his Son, a 
young Officer, who lived with him^, and 
after feveral difficult, as well.as dangerous 
Attacks, (the Houfe being defended by a 
good Number of. Servants) they made a 
Vol. L G Breach, 
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Breach^ entered) and bFOUjg^t out their 
Prifoncr, put him in a Hackney Cgacl^ 
and guarded him in Triumph to the Col- 
lege. Great Care was taken by one or 
two of the Principals^ (who iiecretiy aided 
the Enterpnze) that no extravagant Pur ^ 
joiflimeat fliould be infli&ed on their Pri- 
ioacrs. The ,firft» and greafieft Offender 
ixras compelled to knedr down on his bare 
Knees in all the Courts of the College, 
and to repeat a Form diejr ' prepared 

(for him; the other was excu&d kneeling, 

» ■* 

only read his SubmilEoo, and afked Par- 
don of the College. 

And thus the Affair ended^ as to that 
learned Body, who on^y interfered in Re- 
gard to themfelves, not in the Manager's 
Qiaarreli and not only the whole City, 

but 
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but their good Provost, approved of 
their Ccmdud *. 

The Lords Jumcss now thought 
jMX^er to order the of the £m€Js io 

ihut up the Theatre by his Authority ; 
which was accordingly done* This was a 
•wife'and prudent Sutp^ becaufe the Thea- 
tre was made the Seat of War. 

And now the X»awyecs eiijoy'd the 

<2uarrel. The young Gentleman who bc- 
fgan this, was taken up for aflkuking Mr* 
Sheridnn^ and for the Milchief done at the 
Theatre in the. Drefling- Rooms and Ward- 
robe. And the Manager was indided 
for afikulting and beating the Gentleman, 

• I muft km alio obfenre» that, to my Knowkdgie^ 
fimie very^worthy Pcrfons were engaged in die Oppo- 
fition to Mr. SheriJan, from £alle KcpidiuitatioQs made 
to them }of defigniog Men* 

G a on 
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'^n.die i9«h pf Jmtuary^ in hisDrelHng- 
Room. Various were the Reports ami 
Wagers on the^'Events of thefe Trials ; I 
• laughed to Scorn, for believing a Jury 
' icould be found in DukUn that would find a 
. Gentleman guilty ! This founded fright- 
.iul. in the Ears of an Englijhman : . But 
-j«^hen the Time drew near, the Lord 
Chief Justice Marl ay fent for jthc 
High Sheriff, and direded him to make 
' X)ut and bring a Lift of fuiHcient zxid aUe 
, Jurors to his Lordibip. This Meilage 
. was imniediately fpread through the City ; 
; and as the ufual iniquitous Fra^^es of 
Under Sheriffs and packed Jurtrs were in- 
tended for this Cauie, the Difappointment 
ftruck fuch a Panic in the whole Party, 

that they gave themfelves up as undone 

» 

*/rom that Circumfta^ice, 
- 

The 
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The Day appointed for the Trials of 
botli Parties came on. Mr. Sheridan ap- 
peared as the firft Culprit, and was tried 
ibr afTaulting and beating the Gentleman^* 
A moft heinous Offence ! But it appear- 
ing fully to the Jury, on the Oaths of three 
or four Men, whofe Honeity was unquef-^ 
tionedy that the Gentleman gave the Ma* 
nagcr fuch provoking, abufive Language 
in his Drefilng-Room, as compelled him' 
CO beat him «out of it, and that no other 
Peribn touched , him, the Jury acquitted 
the Prifoner, without going out of thof 
Box, 

Then the Gentleman appeared at the 
Bar i and many were the Witneilcs exa- 
xTuned ^ for fo many Perfons are employed 
behind the Scenes, of a well-eltablilhed 

G 3 Theatre, 
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Theatre, that there were a Multitude of 
Witnefles to prove the Fads charged in 
the Indidment. In the Courfe of the 
Trial, Mr. Sheridan was called upon the 
Table ^ when he was there, anfwerLoig the 
Queitions propofed to him by the Court 
and the Bench, a very learned Councellor, 
on the Side of the Prilbner, got up, aind 
£ud, He wanted to fee a Curiojity. I taw 
often feen (continued he) a Gentleman 
Soldier^ and a Gentleman 7* aylor but I 
^ have never feen a GentkmoM Player. 
Mr. Sheridan (who was well drefled) bowed 
modeftly, and faid, fiir, / hope you fee 
** one now^^ ' 

Mr, Juftice Ward tried both the Caufes 
in the Prefence of the Lord Chief Jufiice^ 
and a full Bench i who all &emed infpired 
with the noble Spirit of the Chief Juftice, 

to 



Digitized by 



f »27 ] 

to do all in tfteir Bower to pxuaSh thofr 
Deftroyers of public Liberty I His Lord-* 
fiiip ordered his Tipftaff to whimper a Gen- 
tleman Leader he faw in Court, againfl: 
' Whom Complaints had been laid of his bad 
Behaviour in Public, to meet him in his- 
Chamber when he left the Bench j where 
l^s Lordihip obliged him to give Bail for 
his future good Behaviour.^ In ihon^ the 
Jury found the Gsntleman Prifoner 
Guilt y ; and the Sentence was a Fine of 
500/. and three Months Impn£:>nn)ent« 
And. after the Sentence was given, thor 
Lord Chief Jvstics' was pleafoi to otK 
ferve, that Attention (hould be chiefly ^ 
given to the Condu& of thofe Gentlemen* 
at the Theatre, as that was the Place of 
public Refort ; and added, thai any Perfon 
who forced his IVay behind the Scenes^^ 
WHERE Money was not tak.£n, if that. 

G 4» Perfoni 
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Perlbn was apprehended, and brought into 
that Court, and the Fad proved there, 
he ihould feel . the utmoft Severity of the 
Law. 

When thefe Law-fuits were firft com- 
menced, nothing was talked of but the 
Hundreds that were fubfcribed to carry it 
on for the .Gentleman i yet when the 
Truth was obliged to appear, not one 
Farthing was fubfcribed, and the whole^ 
Party left this difiielTed Offender to 
the Mercy of his Adverfaries; who, 
when he was thoroughly fenfible of his 
Error, and had fuffered a Week's Con- 
finement, at laft applied to Mr? Sheridan^ 
who^ inilantly folicited the Government to 
T-elinquifli the Fine of 500/. which was 
granted him i and. then became Solicitor 
4tnd Bail himfelf to . the Court of King's 

Bench, 
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Bench, for the Enlargement of the young^'. 
Gentleman^ 

Thus ample Redrefs was procured for th& 
Manager, by obtaining th^Rifp^il tQ'be 
paid to the Scenes of the Tbeatre-Rtyal in- 
Dublin^ which no other Theatre* ever had 
the Happinefs to mmntain ; for, from^ that 
Hour, not even the firft Man of Qudity 
in the Kingdom ever afked, or attempted^ 
to get behind the Scenes ; and before that 
happy -Sra, every Pcrfon who was Mafter 
of a Sword, was fure to draw it on the 
Stage-door-keeper, if he denied him En- 
trance,. 

Thus W4S the long ufurped Tyranny of 
a Set of wanton, diflblute Gentlemen 
(the greateft t^ufance that ever any pty 
gcoaned under) efiedfcually fubdued, and 

G 5 the 



the Liberties of the People refovired^hj 
WORTHY Lord Chief Justice 
HONEST Jury. 

' Whilft I was ill the Mafiagement of 
the Theatre-Royal, I took care to iet a 
precious Value on that ineftimabk Jewel ^ 
and I hope the Managers of the Theatres 
in Dublin^ to whom it was inviolably tranf* 
mittedy will take due Gate to prderve it. 

* I am tempted here to quote that celc* 
brated Speech of Cato's on this important 
-OccaHon, as it is lo very applicable, al* 
moft without the Help of a Parodie, viz. 

^ Remember, O my Friends, the Law, 

the Rights, 
The Plan of Liberty deliy^d down. 

From 

* 
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*^ From US to jrou, by your reoown'd 
" Chief Juftice ! 
O let k never periih in your Hands, • 
^ fiucpkmflycraniinit it to yoar Children.'* 

To recam^ tx> the Bufinefs c£ the Tter» 
litre : The Manager went that enfuing 

Spring to.London^ flufli'd with this happy 
Conqueft, and there engaged Mr. IFood^- 
wardj and the Mechels^ (the bed Dancers 
there) for the following Winter, 1 747 j 
thefe were profitable Bargains. JVo^dward 
had Merit both as a Cmedian and Harle^ 
fuini he was diligent in his Bufinefs, and 
ibon grew a Favourite of the Audience. 
Thia was a gainful Seakm to the Ma- 
nager, and indeed to the whole Company, 
whofe Benefits were greatly affifted by the 
Performances o£ Woodward^ who was, at 
that Tin>e, in great Reputation, as a Co- 

\ median^ 
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median^ Harlequin^ and Qompojer of- Pantfi*- 
mm i and I believe the Manager had as 
muoh Expedacion fram his Abilities iit the 
party-coloured Jtacket^ m in th(e Came^ 
dies \ he being, by Article, to get up two 
or three old Pantomimes, andone entirely 
new, at a limited Expence.. The old £n^ 
tertain meats, ,though better executed, ad- 
ded very little to the Receipts of the 
Houfes; and the new one, purfuant .to 
Article, was brought forward in the 
. Month of February^ (after the Xown lud 
been properly prepared by Paragraphs a£^ 
. Advertilement^) to an Audience under an 
hundred Pounds ! £air Pi9ite»$ was 
gtveaoHt, with, the ;iew Pantomime,. for 
the fec^fd Night, and though Sberiian and 
Bellamy (the two capital Performers) wer^e 
in it, |hat new Play and Pantomime weie 
perforijned- to- Twenty Pounds ! I think 

that 
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that very Pantomime was got up by Mr- 
M^oodwardy at bis Return to Drury-fane 
Theatre, under the Tide of ^ueen Mali 
and performed these v^th great Succefs* 
Mr. Giier^ in«Page422» treating on this 
Subje6):^ fafs, It may not therefore be 

4 

^ hei\e improper to ihew how our cbildyb 
Pantomimes &r&, came to take fo* grois a 
Poffcffion of the Stage." [Thenfbllowa 
a Defcription of them, which ck>ies thus.] 
^ But.fo it \sy Truth: may. contain ; and 
« Merit murmur with what Juftice it 
^ may i the Few will never be a Match 
" for the Many, unlefs Authority fhould 
**■ think- fit to interpofe^ and put down 

« 

^ thefe poetical . Drams,, thcfe Gia-lhops 
^ of the Stage, tlxat intoxicate its Aiv- 
^ ditx)rs,. and' difiKmour their Underfianding 

m 

with a Lffuity^ for which I want^ a 

I have 

* 
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I have quoted thisPafTage, and made this 
Obfei-vation, to do Honour to the Audiences 
of the City of Dublin^ who will not dif- 
grace U^eir Uiiderltandings, (as Cibber 
iays) by giving Encouragement to Enter* 
tainmencs unfit for a ^hiaking Bteple^ 
Another Proof was. lately given, when a 
WW PoMtmmm^ isi a new ibtatrty orna:? 
. mencedx with entire Scenes and Dreffes^, 
and got up with the Report of great £x-. 
pence, under the Audioes of a Manager 
Harlequiny of great Eepuutimi ; nay, the 
greateft, except one, now living! and yet 
there was {landing Room in the Pit the 
firft Night of Performance ! Now, this 
Negledt could not be owing to the Want 
of Merit in the Pantomipie, bccaufe that 
was then unknown, but to their entire 
Diflike to f uch cliildiih Exhibitions ( there- 
fore. 
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forcy let the Undertaker of fuch a Scheme 
in DubkM ticmhle ; lie knows XK>t how &w 
Audiences there are to ibe the iame Show. 
London km a&mied, in osie Seaibn, Tea 
Thouland Pounds to a Pteiioimnie, which. 
€oft Three Thouiknd. Duktinj to the 

0 

fuat Pantoanme^ would not hare given 
One Thou&nd, and im the Jleafcn already 

alligned. 

# 

At the EUid of Monk the Manager took 
another Trip to Londmy to provide for the 
following Seafon, 1748^ and left me^ as 
before, in the moft troublefome Fart of 
the Management i the af^xunting, fettling, 
and iccuring the Charge of the federal 
-Benefit Plays \ a Buftneft difficult to ac- 
^eommodate with fo large a Body of Pec^ 
pie, at that Time, particularly devoted to 
their feporate Interefts. 

The 
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The Manager, at this Expedition, in^ 
dead of bringing over a pro&table Freight, 
as before, this Trip overloaded his Veflel^. 
even to the Danger of finking. He en^ 
gaged Mn and Mcii^A£«^/>^9 Mrs. Vm^ 
am^ Mrs. SUmd^ (now* Hamiltw) Mi&r 
Minor J J Mr. MkuMj and Mr. Sterer 
and in the mufical Way, Mr. Lampe and 
"Wife, Signior Fafguali^ Mr. Sullivariy Mr. 
Howard^ Mrs. iS/(?r^r, and Mrs. Moz^m. 
All this mufical. Party were, articled for 
two Years.. 

Mr. Lmpe was a good Ornipoler, and 
Signior Pafpmli a. fine Perfcnncr on , the - 
Violin ; and ibme .of the Singers inHepui;- 
tation. But admitting all this, to be true, 
what was the . Confequence ? If attended 
carefully to the Produd of this mufical 

Bargain 



Digitized by 



• 0 

Bargain ; and the Profits did not amount 
to the Sum paid for the Article of writing 
thq Score for their Performances, which 
was over one hundred and Fifty Pounds V 
So that the Tot of their Salaries,, whick 
was near fourteen hundredPounds a Year,, 
was a dead JLofs to the Manager^ 

Tq this Calamity was added another of ^ 
an. extraordinary Nature; an Agreement 
{Ux two Years alfo) with Mr. MackUn^ ion 
dght hundred Pounds a Year, for his owix 
and his Wife's Performances ^ and though 
in many Charadters they were excellent^ 
yet furely no one but a young Manager 
(who. from the Fulaefs of his Heart, o'er- 
flowing wich Gratitude to the Public, was. 
determined to provide them Enterjainr 
ment at any Expence) would have giveui 
thaL Sum to the two, belt low Come-: 

DIANSL 
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uiAV^ in Univeiie ^ their StUe of Cha* 
rasters owkl not dkferve it. MackUn is 
excellent in the Samby Sir Patd BU^ 
itf, Sir Giikert Wrsngle^ Sec &c. but ufw 
kis the Gentkmen and Ladies ia« thc^- 
Comedies are well performed al£>» ^who 
can fee them with Fleafure ? 

« The Tragedian enjqjpa a better Fate,, 
and CM draw alone. If an eminent Name* 
is in the Bills for Hamlet^ Richard^ Otbelloy 
JUoTy the reft of the Charaders in thofe 
Tragedies are feldom enquired, aften 

I am flopped here in my Progrefs, to^ 
make Way for an Anecdote of too muck. 
Importance to pafs unrecorded, Hewy 
Brooke^ Efq. (the Author of Gujlavus ^s- 
fa) having a Family, and fome paternal 
Inheritance in this Kingdom, his Refi- 

* (ience. 
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^noe hm wis accotsiiind fat. At the- 
Time of tlie kft ftebeUioo in SatLmd, he 

wrote tbc celebrated Farmer's Letters, 
which were juftiy taken notice of by^that 
Mu^enas of the Age t^ie Earl of Chejla'^ 

ft 

Jield^ then Lord Lieutenant^ who made* 
Mn Brooke one oi the Barrack-Mafters, an 
Employment worth two hundred Pounds^ 
a Year. This Author amuiied himfel£ 
in his Retirement in the Country, with 
writing tn allegorical Piecey called Jack 

» 

the Giant ^eUer^ and I am ibrry taailpU. 

■ 

that lie brought it ta the Stage ; becaufi^ 
in that Species of humorous Writing, he 
had certainly miftook his Way. I was 

prefent with the Manager and Author at the 
firft Reading j .and a$ Mr. Sheridan feemed 
as much delighted with it as the Author, 
I could only remain in iilent Amazement 
at the Error 1 and expreiTed my Senti* 

ments 
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ments to the Manager when alone. 1 bis 
ftrange Piece was got up with no liule 
TrouUe, was well performed, and. with- 
great Applaufe ^ but as there were, two of 
three fatirical Songs, againfl: bad Gover- 
nors, Lmd-Mayors, and Aldermen, fome 

■ 

weak Perfon belonging to the Govern* 
manty happening to be preient the firit. 
Night, went off to the Lords Juftices^ 
with his. Complaints againft it, and the. 
next Morning the Mafter of . the Revels- 
fen t his Prohibition to the Manager ; and. 
fo it ended, at one Performance. But the: 
intrin/tc Merit of this applauded Piece -we - 
ihall arrive at hereafter, when the Spirits 
of Party was evaporated*. 

Among other. Lofles the Theatre fuP 
tained this Seaibn, was the almoft urepa* . 
rable one of Mifs Bellan^. Mr. Gamck^^ 

wha 
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who faadi a&ed wkh hff in 17469. knev 
her Merit, that (he was an /improving 
Adrefs; an4 as. the Theatre-Royal in 
Dublin V9^ only Iboked on in thofe Days 
as a Nurfery for JLond^^nr every Performer 
of any Confequeace was only waiting fox 
tlieir Eledion to one of thoXe Theatres. 

In fhe Month of February of this Seafon, 
a young Lady was brought on the Stage, by 
the Advice and particular Encouragement 
of the Manager, in xX\t Charaderof Indian 
na*^ which ihe performed to a crouded Au- 
dience, from whom Ihe had the gpod fbr- 
tuae to receive lingular Marks of Indulgence 
and Approbation. In a few Days that Play 
was repeated with the fame Succefs. 
Some Tirne after (he appeared in the Cha- 
radter of Monimiay under the Name of 

Mifs 
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« 

Miia Dahv£iis * I then followed Athemii^ 
Sigi/munda^ &c. And thoug|h ihe was 
under .perfonal Diiadvaniage for Chamo- 
^tm of that anikd>k Caft, yet, by an eafjs 
jgmcefttl Ct>oidii£k, and a %mt€d, natural 
Manner of Speaking, mth fome happy 
pathetic Tones ki her Voior^ adiapted tb 
£>iftrefs9 ihe ne^r failed to meet witk 
Applauie fiom the judicious JPaft of the 
Audience. 



The lingular Cafe of this young Lady 
leads me to obferve, .how very fortunate a 
Circumltance it is for an A<^re& to have 
Beauty I but though Beauty -is a valuable 
Requilite) there are many more material 
wanted to form a compleat AAreft ; and 





■ 







* This yoong Lady's ml Name was ooncealed, odi 
•of RefpeA to a Family of Diftm&ion in Dublin. 

^uifitea 
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^uidtes united ia oshc Perfon. A Woman 

tij^efore but juft i^eeabk, with Senfe 

and Spine to execute what ibe feels, miji 

diftance aU the tasae JSeaucics isk the Uoi- 

« 

verfe ; and I wiU ventuK to affirm, the 
Truth of tfai»Ok^ef¥ation would have been 

m 

^mified in Mi(s Darners^ if Ihe had thm^ht 
proper to continue on the Stage, and had 
been direiSled to Charadters of a proper 

The Manager's Agreement with the 
.inufK:al Tribe, I have already obferved, 
was for two Years. At the End of the 
hrft Seafon, feeing how much he w^s 
involved by thefe woeful Bargains ; and 
as the per&nal Reijpeft I had for him, 
compelled me to (hare his Diftrefies, I had 
the Happinefs, one ruminadng Morning, 
to ft^rt an Expedient to ferve him 5 which 

was. 
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• was, to offer his Singers and Band of 
MuHck to the charitable MuHcal Society, 
at the Mufick-Hall in Fijhamble-Jlr^ety as 
his Band and Singers wer^ the beft* in the 
Kingdom. My Scheme was, that the 
-Manager ftiould have all the Subfcriptiofls^ 
^which were feldom lefs than three hun^ 
tfa^d Guineas) and that their annual Be- 
nefit (the McJUfiah) ihould be performed, 
clear of all Expence, for the Ufe of the 
Charity, for the Enlargement of poor Pri- 
foners for fmali Dcbis, which was the ut- 
moft that ufeful Society ever aimed ^at. 
Another Advantage to the Manager (and 
indeed a material one) was, that their Night 
of Performance, if the Society thought fit 
to agree with him, muft be changed from 
the Friday (one of ^ the beft Play Nights) 
to the Tuefday^ which was a Caftle Night, 

where 
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where was a public BaU, and oa tiiat Ac« 
count a vacant Night at^ the- Theacre. 

When I had fufficiently digefted mj 
Scheme, I ^oftuntimcated it M !itijr gobd 
Frieaid, Mr. JitaU o£ ^ Muflc^HaH^ wJw 
approved of it and advifed me u> cixlfuUr 
, Mr. Ho0)leagerj a Merchant of Worth 
and Honour, a Leader in that and every • 
ufeful Charity, and a Friend to the Ma- 
nager. I did fo^ and after I had ob- 
tained that Gendeman's^ Approbation, by 
his Advice I acquainted the Manager with^ 
what I had done, who foot! deliised me to 
propofe, and . bring on a Meeting with a 
Committee of the Society, in ocdcrto let* 
de the Agreement wkh them. This wa» 
done; and: at that. Meeting every advan- 
tageou^Pbiiit betfoRM^ was cai^ 

cled'foiriilie fij^ia^.^ > : lEheContect Night* 
'Vbii-L H was 
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wu removed &om die Friday to the Tuef- 
dayy and the Stibfcriptions amounted to 
more than three hundred Guineas^ 

■ 

. In the Month of Maj^ In tliis Seafoii^* 
the Tragedy of the Earl i?/ Ejjfcx^ new- 
written by Mr. Brooke^ was brought ta 
the Stage^ and performed with great Ap* 
plaufe* The Plan of the firft Author 
- (Banks) being univerially approved, was 
preferyed by Mr. Brooke^ who made no 
Alteration but in the laft ABt^ where EJfex 
and SautbMipton are going to Execution^ 
which proved an agreeable Incident. 

At the Requefl: of tlie Author, I wrote 
the Epilogue to this Tragedy, wliich was 
Jpoke with great Applaufe. As I was dc« 
piived of the ufual fprightly Aid of Dm* 
UisentendreSf I fi>und the Taik ;fomethiq|; 

difiiOMlt 
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difficuk to avoid being dull. I ihould 
have been tempted to give it a Place in 
this Work, if I was not fearful i may- 
give too many Proofs of my Vanity with- 
out 

\r>Thc Seafon 1 749 broughta great AcquU 
C|ion to the Theatre. In November^ Mr* 
Theophilus Qibber, Mr. Digged, and 
Mr- Mqssop made their Appearance there- 
Mr. Cil/ber was a Veteran of well-known* 
Merit j the two laft Gentlemen were new 
to the Stage* In Mr, Diggts almoft all the 
Kequifitesto form a great AAor feemed to 
unite » every Advantage of Art and Na^ 
ture, except an harmonious Voice. His 
fird Qnfet, in the Chara&er of J-affier^ was 
great and mtnepid \ as to his Figure, he 
gave us the Idea of a Man of Faihion, in 
a fuller Pegree than^ any one oft that 

H 2 Stage: 



Stj^fiz His.PcQg^c6^ in. the PcofefQoa of 
m AAoTf is toa well ko^va fio require aay 
Res|ar|Ls from me. 

* • 

Mr. Mojfop appeared the Night fbUonr-* 
ing in the Chara^er of 2^ga. He had 
not the fj^ne Obiigattom to Nature ^ and 
fet out with only one theatrical Requifite,^ 
a ftrong, full, harmonious Voice : but he 
wa3 very young, and Accomplifhments 
were to be acquired ; his own good Senfe 
led l^im to an early, diligent Application, 
and the Proofs are extant. He ftands al- 
Kady in the Eftioiation of a firil-rate 
AJ3(x>r. 

r * 

This was the nioft profitable Sea&n to 
the Manager; the Sum total was en* 
creafed two thoufaiid Pounds beyond Mf 

o£ the preceding Years. 

For 
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■ 

For the following Wit^ter, Mt^ Kingj a 
young Ador of fomcPromife, was brought 
from Drury4ane Theatre j and Bellioni and 
Madam Pagot^ two French Dancers, of no 
^reat Merit, from the Opera-Hoyfc ^ but 
the Novelty of the two new Adors, Digges 
and MoJ^opy was over^ and Mrs. Mmi 
(though greatly improved, aodwhcicDi* 
ligcnce in horBufineis gready . eahanced 
iier Merit) was unable to fupport tic 
^capital CkaraftcTBi to.whkk ihe wk .mikr 
pre£&rred* Mr. Moff^ wctat off i^Lmim 
before the Snfon wis cbfcd, .oh .'&me 
Dispute witk tht Manager: TMs iSkta^ 
i^re may be fiippofed (if cotnpfonod witHi 
the laft) to be a lofing Winter*' n; 

a, 

In the enfuing Summer, Mrs. IVoJ^n^ 
ton 'arrived &om England^ with the Hepes^^ 

H 31 no 
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no Doubt, of an early Application from 
the Manager, to engage a Perfon of her 
Merit for the following Seafon. 

My old Friend, the Laureat Cibbcr^ 

with whom I preserved die Plealure of a 

literary Correfpondence, did not fail to 

traniinit me exad Accounts of the fur* 

-prizing Improvements 'of Woffington but 

» 

that very liappy, fingular old Gentleman 
retained the Air of the Lover long after 
the Age of Seventy, I attributed his En* 
comiums, on this Lady's Perfedions in 
Tragedy, to the Excels of his Paflion. 
And as Mr. Sheridan had not feen her on 
the Stage for fome Years, he was not 
eafdy perfwaded into an Opinion of her 
fuperior Abilides to Mrs. Bhnd^ who was 
then in . Ardcles with him. However^ 
being prefied'into it by fome of his leading 

^ - Friends^ 
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Friends, he enga^ IVoffin^ton far the tts^ 
fuingSeafbfi only, at four hundred Pounds, 
and the Happy Confequences of that En- 
gagenaenc are recent in the Knowledge of 
every one whd fre<piented the Theatre at 
that Timer 

By four of her CharaAers performci 

tci\. Nights each that Seafon, viz. Lady 

^cmnly^ Maria^ (in the Nonjuror) Sir Har^ 

ry^Wildair^ and Hirmione^ there were taken 

above four thouiand Pounds \ an Inftance 

never known in any Theatre fix>m four 

* 

old flock Plays, and two of them in whicti 
the Manager a&ed no Parti 

In thisfirll SczSonoffFojfingtonyMrs.Green 
was brou|^t from the Theatre-Royal in 
Ccvcnt'Garden : And for the fecond Winter 

H 4 Mrs. 
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JMjts, IFard irom Brury-Lane Theatre, both 
jiitrcflis of Merit. 

la Coafideration of the emiaent Services 
€£ Mrs» ^^fiMglMy her Salary the fecoi:\U 
Year was enlarged to eight hundrtdPouads: 
And though it was to be imagined, that 
her Force to draw Audiences muft be 
makeocd^ jct was k iiot£> much as I exr 
feSted; £x \f my Memory does i:iot grcv^r 

£ttl IM, the Pvpfit IK ck^nng the 
coofit did fiot £dl more th«tt three hull* 
dred Fouudi, fhort of the 6rft SeafoDu . 

There were but two remarkable Events 

that happened this Year; which, though 

we not ftri<2Jy Theatrical, may yei* p^r- 

hapSt not be thought below' the Hiikor 

Tkn to celate; At leaiW I dare %t my Kea* 

ders 
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ders will thank me for them, and they arci 
the Perfom I am chiefly cngiged to pkafe. 

The firft was the famous Beef-Jlake Club-^ 
2l Club of antient Inftkution in every Thea- 
tre ; when the principal Performers dined 
one Day in the Week together, .(generally 
Saturday) and Authors and other Gemufei 

m 

were admitted Members; ' , - * 

But this Beef-ftake- Club was ftrangeiy 
fubverted. No Performers, f^e one 
male, were admitted; and tho' called a Cluk^ 
the Manager done was at die Expenoe of 
k. Thb Year k was opened aarfcdkiws: A 
Lift of about fifty or fixty IPctforis, c\rtt^f • 
' compofed of Lords and Members of Pai^ 
liament, were invited. About thirty at- 
tended the Summons in the great Room, 
in the Manager's Apartment at the The^ 
tre. There was no Femak admitted src 

H 5 this 
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this Dinner but Mrs. IVoffington^ who was 
placed in a great- Chair, at the Head of the 
Table, and eleded Preiident for the Seaibn* 

« 

Tl>c Reader will readily believe, that a 
Club, where there were good Accommoda- 
tions, ^ fuch a lovely Prefident, full of Wit 
and Spirit, and nothing U pay^ muH foon 
grow remarkably faQiionable. It did fo. 
And the fatal Confequences we Ihall arrive 
.at hereafter* , 

The otl^r Anecdote is full of true fiuw 
cical Pleafantry, and was accordingly pro- 
do&ive of a great deal of merry Scandal 
.througK the whole City. 

When Chrijlmas approached, as there 
are no Plays in that Week, the Manager 
and Mrs. IVoJ^ngion took a public Journey 

together^ 
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^^gether, to his Seat at ^ilcay in the Coun^ 
•y of CavoHj about fifty MUcs from Dublin^ 
This /^/^ 0 /^/^ Party (as dft Manager left 
his Wife behind) muft create Merriment 
in a Place where the Adtions of remark- 

. able Perfons are prefently known, efpecial- 
* iy of Players who are not very notorious for 

• ^cir ChafUty. As I was not; ia the Secret 
I wondered at this Tranfa(5Uon,and the more, 
as I knew the Manner's private Sentimeius 
of that Lady9 which tallied with my own, 
viz. that Ihe had c^qptivating Charms, as a jo-^ 
vial,, witty, Bottle-Companion, but very 
few remaining as a. mere Female. 

New Stories were propagated every 
Morokig about < this myfterious Couple^ 
and wdiimfical Reports of Mrs* Sbmdaf^s 
waging Fits of Jealoufy. But lAxi.Miri4fW 
jR'as not only in the Secret, but, being a 

Lady 
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Lady of diftiaguiibedLgpx)d Senir, waSf at 
all Times fully iam&ed wkh tjbe Coodu^ 
^ fcer JtluibancL 

« 

And now Ibr the^ Stcret, which was ve<» 
ly foon (as Scroll fays) no Secret at alL 
The Managec» to fhew hia extraordinary 
Politenefs to this Lady, carried her down 
to ^ilcdy to meet' a- worthy Clergyman 
in his Neighbourhood, who, from the 
Wildae^ of his Situation, is called the 
Primate of the Mountains. Tliis reve^ 
tend Gendeman/was ta receive the Rc«-. 
. ' canution of this Lady froip the J^mifit 
Religion to the' Proteitant : I fay to re- 
Ciw&'itj and>^ pcfformihe Ceremony I be- 
^iife- a jMk>tive tnore powecfiil than any 
Arguments tkatooAM tie^jfed by the wh^le 
^Badyc^ dieClergy^; had- already perfna^ed 
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her to make that ncccflTaiy Change* All 
Eftate of tma hundred Poaods a Year if 

Ireland had been lately left her, by her old 
Friend and Admirer the famous Owen 
M^SuiViij^ Efqi which flbe is now in thePofr 
feilioa of, by Virtue of that Iiecai)tation. 

I have already given my Reader an im* 
perfo&JDtfcfiptkiaof thccskbraced &i£f-> 
9'MAXJi QhVBf wybkh, I am fully conviac*^ 
ed^ was beguo with ao Parxy latentioa on 
the* Sidi&of t^e ^tonager : On. the contrary^ 
he often tonfulted me about the tftablifli* 
iog.a real Theatrical .Chib, to be con^poA 
. cd of fuch Mcqfibera as fbouki be qualifi-* 
ed to prelide. a$^ Judges of every Thin^ 
prc{>e^ to be exhibited to the Public ^ and 

« 

able . by their Influence to fupport the 
Mana^r in every laudable A<5lion againft 
an|r Opjioiition.>^whatever ; ]yien> who .had 

Abilities 
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Abilitics^ to defend die. Stage with thdr 
Pens againft any rude, hrradonal Attack. 

t have often thought that fuch a Club 
. might be eafily eftabliftied in the Cities of 
London and Dublin^ and prove of great Uti- 
lity both to the Public and the Theatre* 

But this famous Club in the remarkable 
Year 17539 was thus metamorpholed by 
Mrs. H^offington ; who was delighted with 
the Noveky of her Stattt>n» and who had 
Wit and Spirit to iupport it. The Table 
(my Reader will fuppofej v^as conftantly 
/illed with her Friends who happened to 
be all Courtiers : and as not a Glafs of Wine 
is drank in that Kingdom without &rft 
naming the Toaft, it is eafy to gueis at the 
Strain of Toafts that were conllantly givea 
in that Club : And as ftreral Ferfoiu frpm 
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the oppofitc Party were introduced by their 
Friends as occafional Vifitors, the Convcr* • 
fation, and general Toafts of this weekly 
AfTeoibly foon became the common Talk 
of the Town : And the Manager <^ Courfe 
was Severely abufcd for being the Support* 
er of it, as he moft certainly, and effedhi'- 
ally was, when he was the Perlbn who paid 

for all. 

% 

At this critical, dangerous Jundure, 
when the whole Kingdom wasenflamed by 
a Set of able powerful Men, called Pa- 
triots 1 Tiiis Aflembly of Courtiers, was 
publicly fupported by the Manager of the 
.Theatre, who was alio the prindpal AAon 
^ He was confequently, at all Times, within 
the immediate Refentmcnt of the provoked 
Party j who were fure to watch for the firft 
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Opportttnkjr to dcftroy him^ and an Ocear 

. The Tragedy of Mahomet had been* 
ibnietime fingkd out by the Manager to be 
revived^ the Parts were wrote out, and 
cail, the Winter before shisin the following 
Manner; :P4dmrmMrs..fir(i^aigtM^ Zaf^a 
Mr. Sheridan^ and Alcanor Mr. Digges. 

. During the Rehcarfal of this Play, feve- 
ral Pafiages were talked of by the Anti -cour- 
tiers as pka^g to them, and which they 
inrauld not fail, to (Mingui0i« 

• '•^ifr WW fctefifre-the breakiug out of the Party 
Rage,.,and the fieef-Uake Qub, as opened that Sea&m 
waa before the Appearance of ParQr Difputes in Par' 
JtaflMOtf whkb fuUy coi>firnif what I have juft before 
afTcrtcd, that both were done b}r the Manai;^ withCMC 
any Party lotention on Us Side; 

At 
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At this Juiu^lure there was a Coldi^eis be* 
' tween the Manager and me» which had been 
(lowly ^){Nroachiog for knnc ^oie, and was 
ii0v«acrc«fed fiofiicbaI>Bgre€,, that we never 
met or fpoke to each other> but upon una- 
voidable Bufiac& ; I theitfore made Enqui* 
ries after the Meaning of what I heacd from 
all the Parties in the Play but him. How^, 
<ver> as I convecfcd with few Anti-cour^ 
tiers, I difregarded the RunKHais, and on- 
ly im^g^ed the Party would apply fiune 
of the ufual popular Speeches againi): 
wickfid Mioafteia of Stitfc, {which noft of 
mnr Tragedies' are fiUcd mth) by diftiA* 
gui&ed Applaufe. 



' Vfh/cn the Night of Pcrfiumance came 

on, the Pit was filled very foon with Lea? 

deri 
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dcrs and Chiefs of the Country Party; and 
when Digges fpoke the foUowing Speech. 



C€ 



If, ye Powers divine T 

Ye mark the Movements of this nether 
« Worid, 

And bring them to Account! Crufli, 

" crufli thofe Vipers, 
Who iingled out by the Community 
ToguardthairRights^ ihaUfbi^aGralp 

^ of Ore, 

Of paltry O^r^— fell them to the Foe.? ^ 

* The Moment he had finifhed it, all the 
Party in the Pit roared out encort^ which 
was continued with fuch Violence, that the 
A&or, after difcovering due Aftonifliment 
in his Countenance, rery rea£ly fpoke the 
whole Speech over again*, which was moft 
remarkably applauded by the Audience. 

The 
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The fine Scenes of Zaphna and Palmira^ 
which are the moft remarkable in the Play, 
and performed by their Principal, and ufu^ 
ally applauded Adors, this Night pafled 
unnoticed, and all the Applaufe fell on the 
CharaAer of Alcanor. The partial Con^ 
du£fc of this Audience plainly difcovered. 
that diey were only influenced by the Spi- 
rit of Party. 

As the Manager had^ much Reaibn to 
. '%c diTgufted with die Behaviour of this Au^ 
dience, it was fi>mething myftenous, and 
what I could never account for, why he 
.permitted that Play to be a&ed a fecond 
Time-, even though it was befpokc by 
fome Ladies who applied to the Box-keeper. 
Surely, as the firft Audience had fo obvi- 
oufly fet the Mark of Party upon it, and 
had been guilty of a violent Breach of De- 
corum* 
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corum> by forcing ASbar out of his 
Chau"a£lcr, and infifting on his repaying a 
Speech, a P^r/y Zptech / it was the Duty 
of the Manager to do all in his Fowcr^ 
lu^^ to every Art» to divert the Mea- 
fures made ufe of by the Party again^ for 
a lUpetition of that Irregularity. 

On the contrary, he complied with the 
Requeft to perform Mahomet a fecond 
Tiaae j and contented himfelf with order- 
ing ^ gener^ SiHmnon$ to aU the Com- 
paay> to f&eet him in the Green Room oa 
ihe Friday iVSorning, the Day before the 
Flay was to be a&ed.. 

When tl^ Company were afiembkd; 
lie entered the Room with a Paper in bit 

Ha^nd» and read them a Le&iire on 

the .Duties, of an Ador, particulaxl/t 

refpeding. 
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xd^pe&ing to his CooduA the Public i 
and to Aew» in the imft glaring Coloiir9» 
that the AAor, ii4io proftituted himfdf to 
the wantofl Humour' of an Audience, 
brojught inevitable Di%race, not only on 
himidLf, but on all his Brethren. 

• » 

% 

Mr. Digges role up^ and faid, it was 
>er7 obvious, that this Le&ure on the 
Duties of an A&or was levdled at hhn ; 
that he was the Perfon who had brought 

that Difgrace upon himfelf and his Bre- 
thren j but as the fame Play was to be 
perfprmed the following Night, and the 
fame Demand from the Audience was 
likely to fall on him ; he deOred to know 
what were the Manager^s Commands in 
Regard' to- his Condu^. Mn &jeridaff% 
fieply wa«, thait he fiimrid give- hhn no 
Diro^tions^ but leave him to 'd(> as he' 

thought 
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tlumglit propejc. Diggis then faidt ^ Sir, 
If I ifaould comply with the Demand of 

Y the Audiciure, and repeat the Speech^ 
as I did before, am I to incur yoat 
Cenfure for doing hi*' The Mani^r 

replied, Not at alii I Iwne you to aO im 
that Mailer as you think propr^^ 

Tlic Night fallowing was ihc Perform- 
ance. The Pit was full as ibon as the 
Doors were open, the Houfe crouded^ 
and this remarkaUe Speech in the firft 
Scenes As loon as ever it was out <^ the 
Mouth of iht, A&or, he was called vipon 
. to repeal //, with the fame Vehemence as -on - 
the firft Night. The Ador feemed ftart- 
ledy and ftood fome Time nK)tionlefsi 
at lail, at the continued Jf ierceneis of the 
Encores^ he made a Motion to be heard § 
and whqn Silence was-obtained» be iaid. 



u.iyu,^cci by Google 



It would give him the higkeA Pkafurt. 
^ timagtnabk to comply with the Requeit 
^^ of the Audience ; bathe hiadhisprivate' 
ReafoHS for begging thej would be ib 
fffxA to eicufe htm» as His Compliance 
would be greatly ifij mi wsJif bm.^ 

'Qn his faying that, they immediately 
called out Sheridan! Sheridan! the ikfo- 
nager ! the Manager ! and this Cry Iboa 
became univerfal throughout all Parts of 
the. Houfc. After fame fliort Time Mr. 
Digges 4eft the Stage ^ and the Uproiu: 
continuing, the Manager (who iiood by 
me behind the Scenes) ordered ^he Cur- 
tain down, and fent on the Prompter t^ 
acquaint the Audience, that they wete 
seady to perform the Play, if they were 
ftafiered 40 go on in Quiets if not, diac 

«thCf 
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^jMf vete at LAmfy to tAe their Mooejr 
ag»n» Tlie Ami^ter was^ftot Jioofd, and 
obliged to withcltfaw» 

m 

Mr. Sbmdan then faid with ibme Agi^ 
cation, " ^hey have no Right to call upon me^ 
** ril not oh^ their Call-, Fll go up to my 
**:Rooni and undrefs myfeli^** and up he 
went. Some of Iiis belt Friends left the 
Pit and Boxes, and went to bis Dreiling^ 
Roon() n&er him » and,, as I . was toid by 
tiiem, eatreated him not to uodreis, but 
to go dowa and endeavour to pacify an 
Audience, that knew he was there, and. 
muit be enraged at his Reftifal to appear 
before them^ But^ at thefe Reaibfis and 
tbeieEntreaties'of Friends, Jio remained 
unmoved^ and being Ilrongly poflcfied,; 
with the Notion that perfonail Mifchief was 
intended him, he got into a Chair, went 

home. 
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liome, and left the Houfe in that Uproar 
and Confufion. 

■ 

Mrs. fVoffington was perfwaded to appear 
before ,them, to fee if a fine Woman could 
aflwage the Fur7 of the many-headed 
Monfter; but alas! her iuppofed Influ«- 
ence tSiere was adding Fuel to the Fiame r 
flie was ofFenfive (by her known Con- 
neftions) to the whole Party, and there- . 
fore ftood no Chance to be heard. Digges 
was the feeming Favourite, and reigning 
Oraton He was defired to go on, and to 
aiTure the Audience, Mr. Sheridan had 
laid him under no Injundion not to repeat ' 
the Speech, and therefore could not, on 
that Account, have incurred their Dif* 
pleafure. Digges went on, moved to be 
heard, and a profound Silence enfued ; he 
* repeated what he had been defired, but in 
Vox. L I vain i 
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-vain I as they had called fo long for Sbcri* 
dan^ they would infiit on having him be- 
fore them> and. his anfwering for himlelf* 
At lail) when they were jtold h^ was pofi- 
tively gone home, they infifted on his 
bdng fent {fir^ and added, they would 
.wait patiently an Hour, as he was known 
to live at fome Diftance > and accordingly 
tljey fat down quietly to amufe themfelves, 

MeiTengers were difpatched to the Ma« 
nager, to ^^cquaint him with the Reiblu* 
tion of the Houfe^ but no Arguments 
could prevail on him to return back ; and 
when the Hour was expired, they renewed 
their Call; and after coatiduing it fome 
Time, two of their Leaders (Perfons of 
Gravity and Condition) rofc up from the 
Middle of the Pit, and went off over the 
Boxes, ^ba^ was the agreed Signal ^ and 

tlic 
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ihc Gxace fur falling to was as follows : 
A Youth m the Pit ftood up, and cried 
out, Ged klcjs hu Majifiy King George, 
with three Huzzas ! aad at the End af 
the laft Hutza, they all fell to demoUih- 
ing the Houfe, like Lions devouring their 
Prey; and the Audimce Part was all in 
Pieces in five Minutes. Had they ended 
there, with demolifliing the Audientt 
Part, and txercifed their Fuiy within their 
own Departnaent, that Punifhment to of- 
fending Pvl^nagers would have appeared 
fomething methodical and rational i but, 
to prove that Fury muft be devoid of all 
Eatioaality, fome moved to fire the Houfe, 
others ' to attack the Wardrobe. Ac- 
cordingly, a Party leaped upon the Stage, 
^d with their Swords, and other Inftru- 
ments, cut and flaih'd the Curtain^ which 
was finely painted, and coft a' great Sum 

la of 
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of Money ^ broke v^d cut to Pieces. aH 
the Scenes within their Reach, and ibine 
Attempts were made towards the Ward- 
robe ; but finding that Place well de* 
fended, they retired ; and fome who went 
off through the Box-room, dragged the 
Grate 6aU of burning Coals into the Mid- 

« 

die of the Room, and there laid fome of 
the broken Doors of the Boxes upon it, 
and left them there. In that Conditioa 
they were found, and Time enough to 
prevent the intended Mifchief* 

* As foon as I faw them attack the Stag^, 
there was no knowing where their Fuiy 
would end* I then haftened direftly to 
the Caftle, to inform my Lord Lieute* 
WANT of the Danger we were in; his 
Grace ient away for the Lord Mayor, 
who excufed himfelf, as being ill. of the 

Gouti 
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Gout i then the T own-Major and I wen» 
m Purfuit of both the Higb-fieriffs to their 
-Houfes, and from thence to the Taverns, 
where we heard they were^ but we^could 
find no Magl(trate» till One o' Clock m 
tile Morning, above a Deputy Conftable^ 
A deplorable Cuftom! which, I hopes 
will be foon aboli(hed in that great City, 
t^here that ufeful OfEeer, the ConJtable^^\% 
by Deputation, pot into the Hands of a 
low, mean, forry Scoundrel» whoofficjacea 
for the Houfckeeper for two G wineas ^ and 
thus a thoufand Enormities and Rogueries 
are committed by the very Officer who 
fliould defend the Public from them. 
Thefe were the only civil Officers the 
^ewn-Major and I could find; and the 
Captain of the Guard very juftly refufed 
to march under the Direction of fuch a 
Man, and without a Magiftrate or Con- 

I 3 ftabk 
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ftable the Guard could be of no Manner 
of Ofe. But I muft obfcrve, that on the 
Report of ^the intended Riot at the The- 
atre that Nigh^ and knowing alio that it: 
was to be on a Party-occafion, the Mar- 
giftrates were fuppofed. to coiiceal thenv^ 
felves dcfigncdly* 

From this Accoont of the Behaviour of 

the Magiftrates^ my Reader will conclude^ 
that the Manager had, in this Dilpute, 
quite loft the Favour and Protection of the 
Public i his Situation of Afifairs, in this 
Difpute, was vaftly altered, from the firft 
Riot^ where ail the Advantages were on 
his Side. Here he was given up by the 
Grave and Judicious, nay even by the 
Cwrtiers^ who all agreed he fhould have 
ftroaked the grdwling LiotH and not have 
gored him. 

This 



This univerfal Opinion in his Disfavour 
foon inclined him to give up the Manage- 
ment of the Theatre, and to determine to 
fet hi$ Foot there no more j and accord- 
ingly he took his Leave in a very pathetic, 
affeding Addrefs to the Public, which 
was publiihed about a Montli after* And 
aow, with my Reader's l^ave, we will 
look back to the Caufe of all this Mii^ 
chieE 

Mr. Digges was called upon, by a deter* 
mined Sec of Men in the Pit, to repeat a 
favourite Speech that pleafed them, and 

fuited their Purpofe ; and he indulged 
them by repeating that Speech ; and then 
the Play ended quietly. Very welL Juft 
before the fecond Night of Performance, 
the Manager thought it his Duty to give 

I 4 the 
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- the Company in general his Thoughts ♦ 
upon that notorious Abufe of the Pro- 
fellion of an Adlor. And when Digges 

^ This Speeeh was printed fome Tine after, ia a 

fiiort Vindication of the Conduct of the Manager ; 
in which, amongft many jnft ObfervadbiiSy was' the 
fidlowf ng : 

I do not pretend to didate to you in your pri«* 
vate Capacities ; every Man born under our happy 
* - Gonftitntion hae ar Right to think as he pleaies^ and 
fpeak bis Sentiments, provided they are not re- 
pageant to the Laws of the Land, and the Roles of 
civil Society ; but in your theatrical Charaftcr, I have 
an undoubted Right at leaft to advifeyou. I lay it 
down then as a Maxim, that che Bufineis of an 
y* ACtQv is to diveft himfelf as much as poffible of his, 
private Sentiments, and to enter, with all the 
Sphit he is Mailer of, into the CharaQer he repre* 
* V fents ; and this is an indifputable Claim, which the 
" Public in general have upon him. But if an Ador, 
in order to pleafe Part of that Public, ftould, by 

** any unufual Emfhajis^ Gcfiure^ or Jign'tficant Loci, 

« mark out a P^iTage in his Part (which at another 
«• Jundure he would pafs by lightly) as a Farty-Jlroke I 
he, in that Inftance, ileps out of his feigned Cha- 
ra&er into his natural one, than which nothing can 
be more difgufting or infolent to any Auditor, who 
came with no other Intent but that of feeing the 
« Play, ISc. i^c:\ 

(who • 
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(who plainly found the Severity of the 
Difcourfe was levelled at him) aflced if he 
Ihould To-morrow Night be reduced to 
the fame Situation, and fhould oblige the 
Audience with repeating the Speech, what 
was to be the Confequence ? if his com- 
plying was to incur his Difpleafure? 
When he was anfwered. No \ he might do 
as he pleafed. , Surely, when the Audience 
Called on him to repeat it, and with the 
fafhe, or greater Violence than before, he 
Ihould not have thrown out that Infinua- 
tion, as if the Manager had enjoined him 
not to comply with their Requeil ; and his 
faying he had private Reafons, and that 
his Compliance would be greatly injurious 
to bim^ was pointing their Reientment ^ 
^lly . at the Head of the Manager \ and 
though (as I have obferved) Digges did 
go on^ and acquit Mn Sheridan from lay- 

I 5 ing 
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ing him under any Injun&mn, yet it wu 
then too Ute to extinguiih the Flame. 

And nofw, let me fuppoie the Manager 
had been vety fbminate as to have gone 
upon the Stage, when called for, to knoir 
their Commands. Some one of their 
Body muft have been appointed to afk 
him, if he had forbid the Ador to com- 
ply witli their Requeft j his Anfwer would 
have been, No-, on the contrary y 24r^ 
" Digges knows I left inm to his PleaJureJ* 
What then could the Audience have faid 
to the Manager ? Mufi: not their Refent-* 
ment have fallen on the Aj£tor for his Re- 
fiifal of what he had hc&m complied with ? 
Surely it muft ; becaufe no Alteradon of 
his Opinion of that Tranfa&ion, from the 
X-edure given by Mr. Skeridan^ would 

have 
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have been admitted, or' taken into the 

leaft Confideration by the Audience. 

But however, I am clearly of Opinion, 
as the celebrated Beef-Jieak Club had fo 
much difgufted the Anti-Courticrs ; and as 
the Manager was fo univerfally condemned 
by the Town for being the fole Supporter 
of it, if that Night had not determined his 
Fate, it would not have been poftponed 
much longer ; for they intended to Encori 
him the iiril Opportunity, and his Refufal 
would have produced the very fame Con^ 
fequence ; and therefore, this^ Misfortune 
muft: be attributed to the Unhappinefs of 
being unwarily drawn into that Snare by 
IVit and good Company^ which have dc- 
ftroyed the ableft and wifefl: Men from the 
" Beginning of the World. 

Uj 
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« 

My old, deceafed Friendj Cibber^ in 
the Contents of his fecond Chapter, fays, 
that writes of bimfelf is not eafily tired^ 
which fweet Liberty (fays he) I enjoy for 
a whole Volume together.^* In the Part 
of the Hiftory I am now arrived at, I muft 
write of myfelf j but though I have the 
fame Privilege he enjoy'd, yet, as I warn 
hi^ Abilities and happy Difpoiition, my 
Fears will make me briefs 

m 

* ♦ 

When Mr. Sheridan had publilhed his 
Cafe, and fettled his Plan of Operation, 
he began to put it in Execution ; which 

was, to let the Theatres aiid Wardrobe 
for two Years, at an agreed Sum for every 
ading Night j but the Tenant was to Lend 
kim two thoufand Pounds upon a Mort- 
gage 
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gage of the Wardrobe, ^c. then valued 
at four tfaoufaad Poux)ds«. 

AU Eyes wa« . turned on me as the 
likely Peribi> to embrace that offer. I 

diredly confulted Mr. Sowdon^ (then a. 
principal After in the Company) who L 
knew had Money ^ and we foon agreed to 
unite in Fartnerihip> Accordingly, I en< 
tered into aA Article with Mr. Sheridany, 
^ to take tlie Theatres of him for two Years* 
certain, on the Payment of Five Pounds 
for every ading Night, to lend him twa. 
thoufand Pounds on the Mortgage, andt 
to execute Deeds, to be prepared by Mn. 
Howard within one Month, agreeable to 
the above Conditions, on the Penalty of 
five hundred Pounds. 

At 



Digitized by Google 



[ l82 ] 

m 

m 

At the appointed Time the Deeds were 
executed between all the Parties ^ one 
thoufand Pounds were paid by Mr. Sowdon^ 
of the other thoufand only three hundred 
Pounds were advanced by me ^ but I was 
made Tru^ for tlie whole two thoufand. 

When the Summer approached, Mr. 
Sowdm went off for London^ to endeavour 
to engage Mr. Barry for the following 
Seafon j and left me to repair the Theatre 
from the Injuries it had lately received,, 
and to add what Improvements and De- 
corations I fhould tliink neceiTary. 

Mr. S^dan offered Mn Barry eight 
hundred Pounds Salary, and three hun* 
dred for Mifs Noffi^er. He was contented 
with his own Sum, but iqlifted on five 

hundred 
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hundred for the young Lady, who was. 
thro under his Care and Prote^kian ^ and ' 
before my Partner left LmdM^ I prevailed 
with htm tocpnfeiit to give the detnanded 

Terms, being fully convinced wc could . 
ftand no Chance for Succels, without a ca- 
pital Afitor to fuccced Mr* Sbmdan^ 

« 

I had alio agreed with Mr. Scwdon be^ 
fore we parted, that he fliould endeavour 
to engage Mxs. Gregory (now Fitzbenry) 
for that Seafon^ as a capital A&refi to per** 
form with Mr. Apry. He did *, and as' 
flic had appeared but the Winter before 
at Covent-Garden Theatre, and but in few 
Charaders, ihe was engaged at the mode*' 
rate Sum of three hundred Pounds \ but I 
knew her Merit before it was crowned 
with public Succcis* 

r 

Mrs* 
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Mrs. Gregory and her Frietuls were 
known taMr. iMke Sparks in London^ and 
fUM wrote to acquaint him with ber deter- 
mined Relblutixm to try her Fate on the 

Stage, and dcfircd he would prepare the 
Way for her Appearance, with the Mana- 
ger of the Theatre he was engaged in. 
But fo n^xany unTuccefsfld Attempts having 
been made within thefe few Years paft, it 
feemed irrational ta encourage a Woman 
to undertake fo. long^ and* expenfiv^ a 
Voyage and Journey, without any other 
Hope of Succeis than- her own Indination^ 
which is too often miftaken for G cuius. ^ 
Her Friend in London therefore advifed her 
to procure the Opinion of fome Perfon in 
Dublin^ whofe Judgment could be* de- 
pended on \ and unfortunately (as I then 
thought it) that Choice fell upon me^ 

becaufe^ 
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bccauie, ito Talk can be more diiagreeablo 
thaa that of being obliged to tell Peopled 
unwelcome Truths » and the Odds were 
greatly on that Side of the Queftion» 
This Office was preiTed upon me by aPer^** 
ibii 1 could not refufe, who carried me 
one Morning to the MufickrHaU9 where 
the Lady and her Friends' were waiting, 
with Mr. Bardifiy lately an Ador, who 
was provided to rchearfe the Scenes of 
Hajlings and Alicia, At the Introdudion^ 
I remember, I too honeitly confeiTed my 
difagreeable Difpoiition of Mind, airnoft 
to a Breach of good Manners. When the 
Rehearfal began, Mrs. Gregory had not 
Ipoke above three or four Speeches, hc^ 
fore I left my Seat, and ftopt them, by 
faying, Madam, the beft Apology I caa 
make you for what I have already faid, 
is, by this early Declaration of my Opi* 

nion. 
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men, that ytm. bavi it in your Power /# 
^ hi an jfBrefs of Confeguence ; now, Ma- 
dam, proceed as long as you plealc, I 
fliall attend with Pieafure." When 
the Rehcarfal was over, I confirmed my 
Opinion in the ftrongeft Terms ; but that 
was not fuilicient.. I was requefted to 
Sphne it m a Letter to Mr. ^arks in London^ 
which I wrote as. ibon as I returned home ^ 
OR which flie was fent for to Cavent-Gariem 
Theatre. The Confequcnces are well 
known to the Public, 

■ • 

« 

After indulging my Vanity with this 
Ihort Anecdote, I return to our letting out 
the firit Seafon of our Man^ement, with 
giving the following bold Salaries to three 
new Performers from tendon ; eight hun- 
dred Pounds to Mr. Barry^ five hundred 
to Mifs No^ter^ and three hundred to - 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Gregory. Mr. Barry was well worth 
that Price ^ and as a Proof that the lalt 
mentioned Lady^ was not too dear, her 
Salary encreafed the next Year to four 
hundred, and the Year after to. five. 

And from all this, I ftand convinced of 
this trmh^ (and from the bdt Proof that 
can be obtained, Expsrience) that m 
Man^ let his theatrical Knowledge be ever fa 
great ^ cm be a Gainer by being the Managed 
of a ^heatriy unlefs he ij, at the fame ^ime^ 
the First in th£ Profjelssion Qf ah. 
Actor y ev coki«£<:t£D with one whoi 
IS. The R^afotis are obvifau9 ; thdfe Pcr-^ 
formers to be employed, that have the 
Power^ from their Reputation in the 
World, to draw Audicncies, know that 
Power, and how to fet a due Value on it \ 
Hid after their Worth is properly rated,, 

thQ 



[ i88 J 

the Accidents that follow, fuch as 'HI 
Healdi, and the like, are to be Draw- 
backs from the expeded Profits of the 
Manager. 

« 

I was feniiblc <^ this Danger in our 
fiiA Engiigement with Mr. Bmy^ that 
thought of a faving Expedientt* which » 
very worthy Gentleman, his Friend, before 
whom this Affiur was debated, was pleafed 
to approve of as r6a£;}nable i which was,> 
that Mr. Barry Jbould he obliged to perform 
/txty Nights that Seafon\ that the eight 
hundred Pounds ihould be divided into 
Parts, (which, I think, is about fourteeiv 
Pounds a Night) and that as many Nights* 
as ihould be wanting out of the fixty, 
many fourteen Pounds fhould be deduded 
out of the eight hundred ; and though he 
was particularly afliduous, and conftantly 

performed 
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(performed three Nights a Week, nine of 
.the fixty were wanting. 

la my humble Opinion, nothing appears 
more reafonable, than this reierving Qauic 
in thefe great Engagemeots. When an 
Article is figned for the Payment of a 
great Salary, if Sicknefs, or any other Ac- 
•cident, prevents the Ador from doing his 
•Bufinefs, why fhould that Misfortune fail 
only on the Manager ? bcfides, it is the only 
Safeguard againft bad Pradices. We have 
iieard of aff^ctbp Illnefs at certain Times, 
. to preferve that Confequence which fup« 
ports their Price ; but of this I know no 
Proof. On the contrary, I muft declare 
this Truth to the Credit of Mrs. ff^qffing* 
ioHy who had eight hundred Pounds Sa- 
lary in Dublin^ and deferved it there by 
the Audiences Ihe brought, that fo gene- 

rovs 
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fDUs was Iicr CoBdufty thaugli flie iekbotm 
peifermed kis than feurKights a Week, 
that fbe never difappointed one Audience 

in the three Winters, either by real or af- 
fcded lilnefs i and yet I have often feen 
her on the Stage, when ihe ought to have 
been in her Bed. 

But tliuA, by the Help of the before^ 
mentioned happy . Claufe 'in our Article 
v/ith Mr. Barr;^^ at the Clofe of the Sea* 
fon, and the ballancing our Accounts, we 

found ourfclves a very Trifle more than 
faved from Mifchief. 

For our fecond Seafon, we declared 
againil giving fuch great Salaries; and 
therefore, to amd that Error, we run 
into a greater, by engaging witk Mr. 
Mojfop to perform with us <mi Shapes^ 

The 
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TJie Article between us ran thus : The 
nightly^ Expence. to be fettled at forty 
Pounds I and the Surplus of every Night 
that he performed was to be divided into 
three Parts, for my Partner, myfclf, and 
Mr. MoJJbp', and if, in that Article, wc 
had compelled him to perform a certain 
Number of Nights for the Partnerlhip, 
we had been fa£% For, notwithiianding 
his good Intention, whe^ it came to the 
Proof, finding it the fame as to his Profit, 
aid more to his Reputation, being more 
fure of full Houles, by playing a fmall 
Number of Nights, his Performances thjit 
Seafon for the Partnerlliip ended in twen- 
ty-four and as Mrs. Gregory was en- 
gaged (I may fay almoll to ad only with 
him, as ihe was then ftudied in few Parts 
of Comedy) at the advanced Salary of 
four hundred Founds^; and as we were 

obliged 
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obliged to perform one hundred and ten 
Nights that Seafon, it win not be won- 
dered at, if none but thofe few Nights of 
that Number, when the two Capitals per- 
formed togedier, the Houfes fhould be 
^ crouded ; and accordingly, the mofb Part 
of the reft were lofing Nights to Mr. 
Sowdon and me, in which Mr. Mojfop bore 
no Share. And thus the Money brought 
into our Purfes by his few gaming Nights, 
was drawn out to defray the Lofles of the 
failing Audiences \ and his Gains, which 
were large, (near nine hundred Pounds, his 
Benefits included) happily remained with 
him. 

Thefe Fa£b mufl; fufficiently illuftrate 
the Affertion I lately made, viz. That no 
Man that is not a capital Actor, or 
Partncrjbip with aiUy can be a fuccefsful 

Manager 
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Manager of a TbeatrC'Royal^ where great 
Entertainments mull be exhibited, and 
confequently, great Engagements muft be; 
entered into, and Danglers encountered. 

The Manager of Covent-Garden Theatre 
(diough no Ador) confirms die Truth of 
my Obfervatiolti. He. has had the happy 
Power within himfelf, by his pantomimic 
Art^ tQ draw Audiencies ; and that to a- 
greater Degree than was ever done by any 
A6tor, or by capital Adors, united in his 
Theatre i and thus, when their Demands 
on him . were exorbitant, or tlieir Beha- 
viour improper, he could fet them at De* 
fiance, and fmile in his own Security. 

I remember but three remarkable Anec-^ 

dotes during our Management. The firfl: 
was at the Enterancc of the firfl: Year, 
Vol. I. K when 
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-when tliat ugly Monfter, Party, was noi 
»quitc baniftied the Theatre. We were 
told by all our Friends, chat the famous 
Trag^ of Mabamt would be called li»p 
At the Opening of the Seafon, and the 
Bemand fo univerfidy that we jfhould find 
ourfehres (Migcd to comply widi it. ¥w 
tny own Part, I fhould have exerted the 
Privileges of a Manager, whofe pofitive 
Duty it is, to oppofe all Meailires that 
may caufe DiiFentions m the Theatre, and 
foive been deaf to the Voice of Fadtion, ^ 
my Partner (Mrha, as an Ador, was un- 
tloubtediy more expofqd to Malice and 
Refentment) had not offered good Keafbnt 
/or a contrary Behariouf. However, we 
• coftfulted together, and fettled our Con • 
du6t if tliat Misfortune fliould happen. 

m * 
« 

Wt! ' 
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'We went on quietly for fix Weeks ; hxxi 
'one Nighty when Mr. So^doH. kdvanced* 
to give out the Play^ about twenty Voices 
Hi the ?it called for M^^smet\ Upon the 
Demand bfeing mahy Times repeated, he 
ftegg'd die Gcndemcfh give him 

Leave to retire for a few Minutes, to which 
they confented : (tliis his. retiring was 
fuppofed to be with a Defign to confult 
with me) he went on again, and faid) 

Gentlmen^ lamtuajk if it is the unant-- 
** nums Requeft of this Auiiente^ ibat the 
« tragedy of Mxhomtt be p&fmned Td 
which the fami twenty Voices cried, Ay^ 

> and as there was not a Negative, the 
Ayes had it. He then told them, that, as by 
the Abfence of Mrs. PFoffington^ Mr. She- 
ridani ^nd Mn Digges^ the three capital 
Chargjfters in the PUy were <o be iludied^ 

K 2 we 
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« 

muft beg their Patience . for fourteen 
Days^ about which Time that Tragedy 

i^ould be performed. . 

• • • 

When this began to be the Subjeft of 
Converfation, it was thc-univerfkl Opinion 
that we fhould have a crouded Houfe j and 
tjiat ibe A£lor who performed the Cbaracler 

m 

of Alcanor niufi jcerl/iinly repeat their favo^ 
rite Speecjb^ but a^s the Compliance with 
that Ad of ProiUti^^on has been faid to 
bring Diigrace pn the ProfelTiOA, one would- 
have thpught it diiEjpult to iind an Ador 
lyho wo^ld accept the Part. On the con- 
trary, as the Compliance carried with it 
tlie fweet Promife of being popular, and 
the Favorite of a Party, this Prostitu* 

TION WAS SOLICITED fQR. 
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When the Evening approached, the firft 
Difappointment we met with was from 
the Public. Inftead of the crouded Au- 
dience fo much talked of, the Houl'e was 
not half fully (fixty Pounds) and the Pit, 
chiefly compofed of very young Men, (the 
Spawn of Falrioififm) were fufliciently gra^ 
tified in the Repetition of their darling • 
Speech, 

Gpofli, crufli tliofe Vipers \ 
Who, finked out by the Community, 
To guard their Rights, ftiall, for a 

Gralp of Ore, 
Or PALTRY Office, fell them to the 
" Foe 

After that Triumph was over, which hap- 
pens in the aril Scene, I never faw a duller 
Audience; 

■ 

K 3 Welli 
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I 

[Welli way Reader, I doubt not, will 
<^oiKludie this Farcy -Play> of couriie, ended 
\\^xt. Not fo^. moH f eople, when Ihanae*^ 
tuliy expofed, afe ^ afiigning any Cauie^ 
but the right \ this, they iaid» was owing; 
to the flay not being afted ia the Strength, 
of the Company \ and accortingly, thefc 
young Patriots fent Deputies to us^ to de- 
iire Mr. Barr^ might perform Zaphna^ and 
Mrs. Gregory Palmira j but I had my Ne- 
gative ready here. To have the Suadies of 
two iuch Ferformi^s empbyed a Months 
about two Parts, that could be of na 
VVordi to us or them on any othei: Occar 
fion, (as the Play has little Merit, and I 
believe, is out of the Stock in both Thea- 
tres in London) could not be cocn{died witli^ 
Mr. Bari-y was at tliat Time, engaged in^ 
the Study of the Parts of Jlcxander and 

Lesr^ 
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. Sdor^ which were Aire to turn ouc to thf 
Advantage of tus Employers* 1 iiis ap^ 
feared fo very reafimable to tboie whp 
€on{idered the great Salaries we wene 
bound to pay thoie Performers^ that after 
many Debates, it ended in defirino; Mfbo^ 
mtt might be given out once more \ yvhkU 
we complied widi ^ and, as was expeded^ 
diere came» ju£t before £ix o' Clock, about 
eight or ten of .tho& young Gentlemen to 
the JPk» ami finding no other Company, 
lliey ibjonconfeiued to be dUiniiicd, 

And fo this hsttom Affair quietly ended* 
After which, the true Caufe of this Difap- 
pointmcnt obvioufly appeared j the Ladies- 
kept away, fearing Riot and Diforder^ 
and the Leaders of the Pafty were^ by the 
powerful Addreis of an able Lord Lieu- 

. K 4 tciMmt^ 
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tenant*, in (or in Treaty to be in) pal- 
try Office ; and by that Means they 
ihewed the JWorld the true Intent of mo- 
dern Patriotiim. 

The fecond remarkable Circumftatice^ 
was an Application from the Author of 
Jack the Giant ^eller^ and his Friends, to 
revive that applauded Piece, as the only 
Performance that would certainly fill the 
Purfes of Managers and Author ; as Mul* 
titudes would come to the Theatre to fee 
honeft, little Jack^ that could not be 
brought to any other Play. My Anfwer 
to my Friend, Mr. Brooke^ was very fhort 
and clear % " That a Performance fupprejed 
** by Order of Government^ could not poffibly 

be revived^ but bj Permijfwn of Govern- 

• Marquis of Harfingtottj foon after Duke of De^ 

ment i'* 
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fn£nt\* and at the fame Time obferved, 
that we had a Lord Lieutenant at the 
Gaftle, (his Grace oif Devon/hire) who had 
Judgment to diftinguiih univerfal from 
perfonal Satire^ and was above mean Suf«* 
picions ^ and adviied him, as he had the 
Honour of being. acquainted:with Secretary 

« 

Gontvayj by his Means to lay Jack the 
Giant ^ieller^ with the Story of his Mif- 
fortunes, before his Grace* This was 
done ^ and^ the Copy was foon returned, * 

with this Anfwcr ^ " Thai my Lord Lieu- 

tenant had no Manner of Oljctiion to Us 

^< bemg performedJ^^ 

• • • 

• At this Alteration of the Opinion of 
Government, tiie happy Author thought 
his Fortune now effedtually made ; and ac- 
oordihgly, we fet tbout^ the Revival of 
this -celebrated, > long wifti'd for Piece : 

K 5 But 
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But al^ ! "what is more capriciiMis diaft 
tiifiatncal Fate ? So far from many croud- 
ed AudiencicSt we had noc the HappUie{s> 
of one i aad Aothiag was heavier than the 
Perfi^maace^ nor duUes thaa the Aup 
dience^ The warm Friendb o£ little Joik' 
began to think they were miftakeii i ami 
iot thef were r ft was performed the iecoiui 
Night to leis than haif a Hou& *» and the 
third, for the Benefit of the Author, ^not 
above three Parts full, * And fo died thi$r 
once applauded Jack of a natural Death,, 
unlamented ^ and I will venture to. affirm,, 
that an Allegory^, wrote by the fen of an. 
Angela and performed on the Stage for. 
the Entertainment of the Night, wc^Id^ 
meet the iiMiK mevkabte. Fate. , 

0 

The third. Anecdote relates whoUy to 

sDy£:lf} .the Profits and tb£ Honour. la^ 

^- the 
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thtMoathof FeinrMory^ ia our fidit S^a&o^ 
I754> I bad tJie Happiaei« o^^ re.c«iviuig a 

ia Lmhfty to give ofte Notice tlm thfi Di^^ 
who never forgot his Promife to hi3 Friends, 
ixad^ at hk reilgning thje. Governcaent o£ 
Srtland^ obtained lus Peripi^ion 
CO fix xne oa the £(Ubliihincat of thai 
Kingdom. 

Darbg the two laft Years of tbe Duke 
of Dorftf% Refidence in Duhlin Lord 
Lieutenant, I had the Honour,. on Ac- 
count of my Office in the Theatre (to 
which the Duke wa& pka&d to be a nqbi^ 
Patron) of waiting every i^^J^ Morning 
on lus Grace, to recdve lus Commands for 
the following Week| at thofe Times, the 
Duke has often kept me half an Hour 
with him in lusdreiJing Room, and feetn- 
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cd pleafed with the Theatrical Accounts I 
gave him. This, in time, encouraged me 
to deliver in a Memorial Feiative to myfel^ 
ietting fbrtk my £xpe6tations and Daiap- 

pointments of a ProviGon in the late Prince 
oi IVales's Family, in the Year 1729 ; that 
from the Year 1746, 1 had conftantly wrote 
the Birth-jDay Odes, for the Court of Dui- 
Jin to that Time v ^d as every Attendant 
on Royalty belongs to the Viceroy, it was 
iurprizing, that im a Faiace^ where the So- 
lemn Oblcrvance of his Majefty's Birth- 
day was lb neceflary, the Office of Pcef. 
LaureaJ;^ who certainly does fomcdnng, 
fhould be unprovided for, in a Court where 
fo many ufelefs Officers . of State were paid 
for doing nothing. His Grace wa^ pleafed* 
to admit the Truth of this Obfcrvationj 
and promilcd me his Affiftancej but, on 
hearing the affliding News of the Duke'3 

Refighing 
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Rcfigning the Government of Ireland^ F 
gave up all Hopes of fucceeding, and 
therefore, the Honour of being remember- 
ed by his Grace, in Abfencc, and at thkfi 
Jundture, was an Obligation that will live 
for ever in my graceful Heart, But to ice^ 
cover my Way. 

We had a new Tragedy, called Injured 
lloncur^ brought to us this Seafon by Mix 
Brooke^ which made us ample Amends for 
the trouble Uuk Jxick had given. Thise 
Tragedy was founded on anold EngUJh Story,» 
the firft Invafion of the Danesx Mr. Mojop 
zBxd the Part of fFeftnmeland^ and Mrsi 
Gregory his IVife. This Play was well re— 
c?eived,and juiUy admired by the beftjudges* 
There were fome mafteriy Scenes, and deli-^ 
«ate Sentiments interfperfed, by which that 
Author has happil]^di0B:nguiflied himfelf*. 

At 

s 

/ 
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At the latter End of Afril^ we received ' 
Letters iirom Mr« Woodssuard in LmioKy to 
inform tu of bis having obtained Lcetc 
firomthe Mailagers of Drury-Lane Theatre 

for his fetting oiF for Bwiiin to perform in 
nine Comedies with us, on Shares j whiclx- 
began about the fifteenth of May^ and were 
attended with the expe^ked. Succeis*.. 
Woodward had, by Agreement^ one of tiia 
Nighu for himiel^ P^y^ ^he Charges : 
ib tjiat, addtd to Jits Third of the Fioto 
of the other Eight, he cleared fomething, 
more than two hundred Pounds by tlia 
Expedition... * - 

And thus doled oar two Years in the: 
mvijed Office of Makaobrs of a Theatre 
KovAx: though ftort the Pierkd^ yet fiili 
of Caies, Anxieties^ and Dangers: Aa: 

honeft. 
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honeH: Man fo circumltanced, can iland. 
no Qtiier. Cixaoce than that of ia&ng his 
good Name. The miny bad, cfiviom,w 
dtfeoQtentcid Spkrics tkat inft^ a Theatre^. 
Tent all thdr Malice againft the Manager* 
they cannot impofe on, and muft hate the 

* 

MatQ wIk) only treats them as they deferve;. 

I* 

When the Rage of Party was abated^, 
and the Inhabitants of that populous City 
began ta recover their fieafon^ among, 
Other ic& Confidemtions, tbey. exprefled 
thcmfelves with fofter Sentiments of Mr. . 
Sheridan^ and £:emed to admit, that the 
Treatment he had met with was too ievere ; : 
and though he had committed a very great. 
Error, the PuniflimeM ipfliAed wa^ more* 
tiian^ade^^e. to tkc.Cnme. . 
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When thefe Sentiinents began* tx> be gc 

* 

neral, they, were foon conveyed to England^ 
and came like the Balm of Gilead to the 
unhappy Exile , for though he. left the 
Kingdom with due Reientment on hisPait^ 
y^et, as all our Paflloos lubiide by Time, he 
began to feel the Influence of filial Love, 
ftir his Parent Country.. 

During his Abfence of two Years, I con> 
ftantiy correfponded with himi and as my 
Partner expreiTed his Dcfire to part with his 
Share of the Mortgage in a pubUc Ad't 
vertifement, Mr. Sheridan^, had Time to 
prepare, to pay him oiF, which he: did on 
the appointed Day, by the Help of a Gen^ 
tleman in London, who lent him a thour 
fand Pounds for that Purpofe : According- 
ly,. the Lawyers were called in to transfer 

Mr.. 
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Mr. Sowdm^s Moiety of the Mortgage to 
that. Gentleman > who, I was told by Sbe^ 
ridan^ was alfo to be concerned with him in 
the Profits. 

m 

As for myfelf, I was well contented ta 
return to my former Station of "trtafurer^ 
and AJJiJiant Manager \ and, by that Means, 
to a Certainty. Accordingly, an Article was 
drawn up between us by Mn Howard^ of 
which the following is a Copy, which I 
have a Reafoh for inferting, that win ap* 
peir hereafter. 

Articles of agreement, indented, made^ 
concluded, and agreed upon, thLs fif- 
teenth Day of July^ one thoufand feven- 
hundred and fifty *five, by and betweenf 
——and fo forth. 

FirJL 



Digitized by Google 



Firfi. T:Ut the £^ M€t^miM Filter ibaiX 
aft as Mtumg/it md. CDnduAor «f fucK 
Part or Parts, of the two Theatres in Aun^ 
giefs Street and Smock AlU^y for the next 
Winter Seaion, to commence from the £ril 
Day of ^ptmb&r. next, and to the End oC 
the aOing Senfoa. fer that Yean If ib thr 
6i4 iTimMiir i&i^^ and 
' ^fpowts, fti^ alio a6l as TVca(u«er 0!^ 
the ikid Theatres^ to be pre&nt at the tak- 
iiag th€ Rec£ipt3 Profits of the ifud 
Theatres,, and to be Keeper of tl^ 
Calh. 

Or that tlie faid .Btt^min Vi^cr 
fliall aft in the Capacity and Bulineis of 
fcle Manager, if fo called upon and reijuir- 
ed to do by the faid Thomas SJperiJaJL Or 
that the faid Fi£t(?r ihall aft as Treafurer 

only 
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•nfy at the.£le^on of the faid Tifmsf 
^luridm, and as he ^all aUot aad ^point^ 
And tlut the ikid Boijamin VUiar ihall a6i 
'm cuber cf thefe laft mentioned Capacities,. . 
43 the iaid ^hmas ^ridan (hall el€&. 
aad appoint as afarekid,.£>r the Remaindec 
of the Tenn wUcb the fitid Skm^idm hath: 
to come, and is vmexpiKd w the Leafe 
be now hath of the faid two. Theatres. 

ji^. That ia wJbichfoever of the i^d thre^ 
Capacities the £ud Bii^amin Fiffop ibaU^ ia 
ad, according as the fiune flidil b« aUo«»d. 
or appdnted by the faid Tkmas ShmdsHy 

the faid Thomas Sheridan fhall pay, -or caufe 
to be paid unto the faid Benjamin ViS^r^. 
the yearly Sum of one hundred Pounds, by 
equal weekly Payments during the a^king^ 
Seaibn. • . 



Digitized 



[ 211 J. 

• • • 

. '4Ji?ly, And further, in cafe the faid BeO^ 
iamiu Victor ^ as Affiftant Manager and Trea^ 

» 

furer of die iaid Theatres,ib far as to be pre«- 
fent at the taking the Accounts and frofits 
of the iaid Theatres, and to be Keq>er of 
the Cafli, that in either or both the la&two 

mentioned Stations, the faid Bevga-minVi^lor^ 
ihall be entitled unto, and.ihall have and 
receive the whole liTues and clear Pro&ts of 
a Play on ibme one Night tabe named, and 
appcttnted by tiie &id Benjamin ViS^^r in the 
Month . of March (over and above the 
aforefaid yearly Sum of one hundred 
Pounds) the faid Benefit Play to be one 
that fhall at that Time be ready in the 
Company, but to be clear of all Ex- 
pences, and the iaid Night to be. previous 
to the Commencement of the Benefit Playsh 

ufuall; 
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ttfually granted to die leverial ^iielpedlve 

Players employed in the faid Theatres. 

■ 

5/i&/y. And that in .Cafe the faid Thomas. 
SJberidan. ihsiii. at any Time duripg the 
Continuance of this Agreement appoint* 
the {2iiABenjmin Vi&ar to as fole Ma- 
nager, or-Conduilor of the faid Theatres ; 
that it fhall be in the Power^ and at the 
Ele(3:ion of the faid Thomas Sheridan and his 
AifignS) to determine, allot, or appoint, 
whether the faid Benjamin ViSlor ihall iiave 
an adequate Share of the Profitis arifing 
from the Receipts as aforefaid, or one 
Night's clear Profit of the Houfe as afore- 
faid, fo as fuchDetermmation, Allotment,and 
Appointment, be made by Sheridan 
at the Beginning of each Seafon, any thing ' 
JhKrein contained to the Contrary thereof in 
any wife whatfoever notwithftanding. i 

And, 



-Aiid) L»aJAy,\, Fof iSm tnte Pci^MnadMBcK 

of tlicie Artklcsy the faid Parties do hereby 
for themfeives, their Reprefentatives, 
iJeirs^ Executory Adiiumilraior% «id 
AffigQS) bind themfeives the one to die 
othcTi ifl the Sfim «f fivv hwidnd Pounds 
iMch. Ill Witiieft trHdrdd^ the ikid Par- 
ties have hereunto fet their Hands and 
Seals, the Day and Year within written. 

Thomas Sheridan. 
, BlNjAMiN Victor, 

iSigned, fe^dd^ atid deiiytii'ed Ytk^: 
Ftefciice of 

Gorges Edmond Howard. 
C. Huddkjiom 

■< 

When the CitFetaonies and due Fdttm 
hjBtw #ere adjafted, Mr. b^an^ 
¥\xk his uiua) Spkk, 6i»|>toy Mr. Xne^- 
ta gocid Stene and Portrkit Painter th^ii irt 

Vublin) 
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iM^hHn) to paint tkr^eor four Sets of Scenes 

which were much wanted, and to decorate 

» 

the Theatre. Several expenfive Altera* 

tions were made in the Wardrobe^ which 

Our two Years IJfe had not a little im« 

paired* 
« 

- • When the Day wto appointed for 6pen» 
ing the Theatre§ though, asl have already 
obferved^ many fufEcient Blows had been 
.given to that Monfter, Party, who was ge- 
nx^rally reported to be dead and buried; 
fcii that malevolent Spirit inherent in hu- 
jUan Nature, will net iftil to give Fain ttf ' 

Perfen who was opce the Maf k of pub-^ 
lie Refentmefit. Thus, as the Time 
drew near of Mr. Sheridan^s expedled Ap- 
pearance, it began to be rumoured, that 
Uft Apoldgy would be expeHtd from him oh 
ihe Stage before be would be fermitted to fer^' 

^orm't 
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form: And, thus, though no one could af* 
iign any Reafon for it, though in Senfe and 
Reafoa fomething more than Apology, 

certain Redress ^nd Satispaction ought 
to have been made to him by thofe Per- 
fons (who were all known) who did tliat 
Milchief to the Scenes ; yet, the Words, 
Sh£ridak and Apology were always ec- 
choed together. 

As a. fuU Proof of what I have already 
obferved, the firll A(ft of the firft Play, 
(which was always lome ilight Comedy 
without the capital A&or) was performed 
with the utmoft Quietneis and Decorum \ 
and though many might be prefent who^ 
wifiied the Apology might be called for, - 
yet no one had the Spirit to begin, fo diP 
concerted and unlettled were the Spread* 
er^ of this general Rumour/ But at the 

opening 
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Opening of the fecond Ad, a few young 
Men in the Pit called ouu Sheridan I 
gy! whkh was&condedby theikmeNum'^ 
ber in botfa the Galleries* Mr, Dmttr 
y/m on the Stage aione» who is rebiariL-r 
able for his modeft Behaviour: He bowed^' 
and retired, and then caoie to confult mey 
ts I happened at that Time to be looking 
on from beliind the Scenes. I de^red him 
w go an again, and tell them Mr. SJbmdm 
tns poiitively very iU ^/vich a Cohl, whiclt 
<:onfined him to his Apartment, and that; 
'he did iK>t doubt, when he was recovered^ 
but he would give them all the Safiisfac- 
tion. they deiired; £4tt this would not con- 
tent them, they had caUeded Spiriift 

* 

enough to make a Begiitning, which . 
thered by- Degrees to a tttldrafale Uproar.< 
They itifi£(ed. on Dexter* going to him,, 
(they knew his Apartments were then con*^ 
Vol. I. L uguous 
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dguolu to the Theatre) and to bring them 
$i p^tivi JPrmmfi &om him. Dexter came > 
c& again to me, and I told him we wouU 
go together to Mr. Sheridan^ to whom ht 
fliould relate the Demand of the Audience. 
,We did fo. The Manager feemed greatly 
difturi^ed b]r the Account D^/^ gave him, 
but I told him at once, the Audience had 
oppoied the Progrefe of the Play, and would 
continue thatOppofiti<m 'till he fent them 
« Compliance with their Demand^ that he 
had now no Choice, and that it was the 
Opinion of every Friend he had in the 
.World that he jougfat to comply. Upon 
this, be de(ired Mr« Dexter- to aiTure them 
(hat whenhe was reco^ered'he wouki make 
an Apology on the Stage, and that public 
Notice ihould be .given of it in the Bills 
Mid Advcrtifements. DexUr did fo, md 
the Declaration was received with univer- 

fal 

* 
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fid Applaufe. For my own Partt I 
was glad of this Accktent, as I was f^re 
k would4ie of Service to Mr. SUridan in 
every Refped j that it would prove like the 
Reconciliation of Lovers after a Quarrel, 
and give, a fuitable Spirit to their Meetiqg. 

« 

When we were the nex^Day together, 
Ltold him, fince they would 'have an Apo- 
logy, I would idvife 'him to give them the 
moft pompous one I could carefully com- 
pofe, and make them pay for it; that 
they mufl fuppofe him to be too much af> 
feded on that folemn Occalion to be able 
to j)er£Min any Chara&er that Night, and 
therefore, I would give exttawdinary No** 
net of it in the play Bills before ibme Co- 
medy that would not, of itfelf, bring 
Charges. He agreed to this, and about a 
>Vcck afte^, when he was. perfectly reco- 

L 2 ' .vcrc d, 

« 
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veif d, the Night was jfixed for this pihhc 
and. every Part of the. Houfc croud.-* 
cd fooo^er the Doors, were open^ Xl^fc 
Jbapjqr wha aw. bfeft with AJbitLties <ai 
1^91^ well in a. pidiltc ASaxAAy^ muiLbeL 
the beft Judges of Mr. Sbiridari^ Feelings, 
on this important OcCalion, though his 
l^ituadon differed greatly from that of the 
Man who rifes to ipeal^ as a Member o£ 
that AHembly* He wa$ to appear fmgly. 
befisre a thoul^jxd People, aad toapob* 
gize for his own MifconduA^ but he was 
equal to this arduous. Ta(k«. When the 
Curtain drew up». he advanced to the Cen-i 
tre of the Stage with a Paper in his Hfgd, 
fearing (in that unavoidable Confufion) toe 
truft entirely to ,his Memory* It was die 
Opinion offome.of the be£t Jjudges I con* 
verfed witb9 that no Man within their Ob- 
(ervatioQ ever, appeared before the Public 

with 
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with fo much Addrefs, or fpoke to . the 
Pafiions with foch Pit)priety. Tears guihed 
from the Eyes of feveral ef his male AcKfi"- 
tors. After his Apology was over, and 
his Pardon having been figned by the 
loudeft Acclamation, he liad begun to re* 
tire I he advanced again, and witli broken^ 
faultVing, AcceatSt fpoke as £>Uo«s» 
^ TeMr Goodnefs 4$ m ^ tkis imp^tmt 
Cri/is has fo deeply affcSeinm^ that J want 
^ Powers to txpre(s myfelf*^ my fuUm Jc^ 
^ tions Jhalt Jhew my Gratitudt^^ He 
pearcd a few Nights after in the Charadct 
of Hamkt to a crowded Audience, and re** 
ceiled the utmoil ApplaAife. The £unc 
Succefs attended moft of his principal Cha- 
raders ; but^ though he brought the tele- 
brated Dauicers from the C^xaiin^iLadbaK^' 
Bugiani and Mtarmtji^ td peidSbriji.m ZSixK 
lin that Seaibn at a great Price, yet the 

L ^ Audiences 
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Audiences began to flacken for want of a 
capital Female Adreis. Having been dii- 
appointed in. the expe^ed Abilities of a 
young Lady, ncv^r to the Stage, whom th«- 
Manager engaged in Lotidouy and finding 
his Miftake too late, he was attentive to 
every Auxiliary tliat ofiered to give fome 
Help to a failing Seafgn \ and a very for- 
tunate one prefented kfeE That enter* 
prising, cdebrated, firft^rate Genius, Mr. 
FooTB, wrote to the Manager to hint 
Notice of his Defire to bend his Courfe, and' 
finiih that Camp^gn with him in Dublin., 
This ofier was wifely embraced, and tha 
Event was of Advantage to botii Parties^ 

■ 

About the Month of M^b^ the Report 
began to be credited, that the Agents for 
Mr. Barry were a&ually near figning with 
the Proprietors of the Mufick-Hall in 

» 
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Cro^'Jireet^ for their Property there, to huiU 
a new Tbealre. Mr. Sheridan had frequent 
Conyerfati9ns with me on thatLSubje&^ and 
toon prevailed on me toibUowmy IncUn^ 
ucm of vifiting London^ to encleavour to 
peifuade Mr. BMrrfi fipm the ralh £nteri« 
prize of building a new Houle^ finee he 
might have the united Theatres on his 
his own Terms, and to obferve to him that 
inconteftable FaA, that z Monopoly in % 
great City wa$ of more Worth.to^ Manages 
dian any odier Confideration wbatevcx*. 

As foon as the Weather was favourable^; 
, about the twentieth of Jpril^ I left Dublin 
on that Account,, with Intent, at the fame 
time, to engage M^%Jjr(gory 2XkdMts.Hamil^ 
tun. At my ficft Interview with Mr^ Barryi 
I informed him of the advantageous^Terma 
CM which.fae might become ible Manager 

L 4 of 
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©f the united Theatres of Aungiev-fireU 
aad Smo€k^ey^ if he had any Exceptions 
to a Patneiihip with Mr. Sheridan aiKl by 
that Means the Scheme for building the 
new Theatve might be prevented. 1 muft 
here do the Juftice to Mr. Barry to declare^ 
that, at tliis firft Propolal, he convinced 
me (by the Papers he ihewod me) tl^t it 
came too late: But Mr. Sberids»^ in his 
iiipp4al to the P^iiUcy pubiiihed ^Mae Montiift 
flf^. In page 3*, fays, Upon fome re- 
mwkabk Efieots, as foon js die leaA 
Dawn appeared of his being able to re- 
turn with any Profped of Succels, he 
determined to re-aflume lus Employ* 
^ fnent; and in <^rder to 'fecure as good 
^ En^rtainment IQ the To%i) as poifibk^, 
\^ ke waited on Mr. Barry^ i(\ Cikmpttf^ 
^ with a Gcntkman, a commeck Friinid ta 
^ btftlH and Made him Overtures of aii 
• " Kinda 
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Kinds to engage him for the next Sea- ' 
^ fon in the Undertaking ^ at the fame 
^ Time telling him» that he ihould not 

continue upon the Stage above, a Year 
^ or two at nooft, and in that Cafe, it 
^ ihould be Mn Birrf^ ewn^auk if hU 
^ Station ther? was not as eligible as he 
^ could wifli. Mr. Sheridan thenj^ropofed 

to engagje him at a certain Salary,, or.ta 
^ admit him to a Share of the Prdits^ and 

afterwards to lett the Theatre to. him. 
^ Before they parted^ Mn Barry ieemed 
^ inclkied to come int^ ibme one of tksfe 
^ Propofads, pcomifed to confidor of the 
^ Point, and in a few Days to call on Mr. 

Sheridan and let him know.thc reft of hi\ 

Thoughts V but he neither . called, ftor 
* _ 

ever aitemacds Tpoke to luin on (be 

-Submit.'* ■ ■ 
•* L 5 It 
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It mufb be remembered, that tbefe Pro- 
pofals from Mn Sheridan . to Mr.^ Barry 
(which muft be admitted to be fad, as they 
were never contradi&ed) were made above 
two Years before my Vifit in jfyril^ 1758. 
Therefore, it appears clearly, that the new 
Theatre in Crow-Streety was creiled after 
mature Deliberation, and had the Preference 
to the Manager's Propolals. 

As my firft Buiinefs with Mr. Barry was ' 
(bon over, I applied 10 Mrs. Gregory and Mrs.* 
Hamilton^ andafteraNegodation of fey^pn 
Weeks (as the Demands of thofe Ladies fi> 
far exceeded what we had fettled, and indeed 
all Imagination) the Articles were figned for 
Mrs. Gregory at the moderate Price of 
five hundred, and Mr$« Hamilton at four 
hundred Pounds* 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Gregorfs^ Article was nothing more 
than a Paper which I drew up, containing 
the Condition of the Agreement, and 
figned by us both* We had a mutual Cofi- 
Hdence in each other;. . and though \ was, 
^n, a&ing only as Attorney for Mr. She*^ 
pidaHj Mrs. Gr^^^ry could fafely depend on 
me as Guarantee for the euft Peifbrm- 
ance of what we had agreed on^ Mrs, 
Hamilton had a Husband^ a Gentle- 
man I was a Stranger to j and therefore, 
the Attorney was neceiTary to. draw an Ar* 
ticle in Form; fuch as would bind the 
Parties by Law,, in a Penalty of five hun- 
dred Pounds, and a remarkable Circum- 
ftance followed, which ihewedthe Nccefilty 
of thefe exa6t Proceedings.. 

This 
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was figncd by all the Par- 
tics, and executed in Jum ^ and long be- 
fore tl^ Time neceiikry far Mrs. HamilUt^ 
iet om 00 hor Journey^ having had 
Xcflms ofibred her, which flic and Mn 
Hamihm bettier approired oq^ to remwA in 
London^ he wrote me an Apology for his 
Wife's not coming .to Dublin to perform 
her Article, and hoped her not coming 
would be of no Diladvantage to the Mz^ 
iK^er. I confulDed Mx. Sbmdm da this 
Letter, and wrote an Anfwer back dire^y, 
bbferving, that we, on that Side the 
Water, were drove to the utmoft Diftrefs 
by thcfe Difappointments ; and as all the 
Comedies muil fufier, which Mrs. Hamilim 
was engaged to fupport, he mighc depend 
on it, if ihe did not come, he would be 
piQ^cuted on the Article. To this he 

replied. 
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xcfixdj th^x, he wa$ forry if her not coim 
mg was of any real Dtfadvantage ; that he 
was eafy aboyt any Profecutkni, as he was 
indemnified from any Danger at Law. 
Accordingly, the Article, was pjut into the 
Hands of Mr« Palmer^ (who was then ia 
DuiJiM) an Attorney of grieai: Worth and 
Ability, of tiic.^mpiei wha. piollbctlted tlis^ ' 
Af&ir thcough two or three: of the.Comta^ 
and after the Delay of thtfee Years, re-? 
covered the five hundred Pounds Penalty,. 
withCofts. ' 

Mr. Barry^ Mr. Micklin^ and I left 
Imion much about the fame Time. We 
met at Holyhead^ and landed from the 
fame Packet-boat at Bwdary^ the latter 
End of June j and foon after their Arrival 
in Dublin^ the Walls of the late Mufick- 
Hall in Craw^reet^ and fome a<^accnt 

V 

' Buildings, 
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Buildings, were levelled to the Ground^' 
to lay the Foundation of the New Theatre-. 
A Foundation of Misfortune to many ! 

If' my old Friend, Mr.. Cibbcr^ could 
enlarge fo mu(Ji againft two Rival Theatres 
in the great City of London^ and produce 
fb many Inftances to fupport his.Argu-- 
meat, what can* be faid m Defence of Ri^ 
val Theatres in Dublin^ where it has beeix 
adniitred, there are not above four Au- 
diencies? Jicfays, *• That two Sets of Ac- 
tors, tolerated in the fame Place, have con* 
ftaatly ended in the Corruptian of the- 
^ Theatre % of which the auxiliary Enters 
^ tainments, that have fo barbarcmfly fup- 
plied theDefe6ks.of wiak ji£Hmj have^ foc 
** Ibmc Years paft, been a flagrant Inftancc v I 
Things even worfc than childifh Panto- 
minxes, fet off with the Decoration of 

Seen 
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« Scenes, Habits, Voices, and Dan- 
cers,*^ 

It is no Wonder this powerful Supply of 
Sight and Sound ihould grow too hard forr 
Senfe and Jimple Nuture^ when it is conii* 
dered haw many more People there are 
that can fee and Aoir, than think and judges. 
** Tafte and Fafhion (fays Mn C.) have alf 
' ** ways had Wings, and fly from one pub-« 
^* lie Spectacle to another fo wantonly, 
that a famous Puppet-Shew in Salijbury- 

- Change^ ib far diftreft the two celebrated 

- ^« Companies (the Kings and the Duke of 

Tork'i) that they were reduced to peti* 
^* tion the King againftiti nor ought ipe 

perhaps to think this llrangc, when, if - 
\ I miftake not, Terence himfclf reproaches 
«^ the Roman Auditors of his Timfs with 

the like Fon4neis for the Funamhtdi^ the 
IJ^Ropc-Dancers^'l This 

. 4 
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« 

This Remark has been long obvious^ 
that nothing now hut Variety can fatisfy a 
\y\^\vx Juiknci. Juil before the Open- 
ing of every Seaibn, the coaftant Que£iion 
ifi^ Who Iwveym got new ? which feems to- 
fioeeteUl^ that a vtry dt&greeable Fate mufl: 
attend m enjoy'd Charmer^ let the Merit 
be ever fo cooiiderable. Every vain, filiy 
Auditor afieds tlie Critic, and values his 
Judgment on being able to find out the 
Fauks of tile ir^erformers, but never makes 
the leaft Attempt at diicovering their £x-^ 
'tellencies. Theie are the People that are 
never to be iacifified bvit vtith ^Novdtyy and 
that Novelty can never be fupported but 
hy an annual Change ; whkh, though of 
the fine& Flowers, are to bloom but for a 
Seafon, 

- . * Tilt 
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Th^ Theatre opcoed (as ufual) iAt 
the Beginning of 0£Uher lysj, fome 
jhort Time . before, Mrs. Gregory had 
changed, her N^nae by Marriage to Fitsh' 
fmry y nothing ipgterial occurred this Sea^ 
ion. The Manager and this A£tt^s were 
well, paired ^ and though he had never feei^ ' 
hier ofx. the Stage bjut once;» and that in ^ 
* Comody F^Xy which made no ^vourablr 
Inopreffion, it was not loQg before he wa». 
a Convert to ker Ai^iUicies ia Tnigcdy* 

c - • 

was our new Lord Lieutenant this Sea* 
fon, who honoured the Theatre with his 
Fatronjge k xhe Vvtuf. and D v t c h e s;s w^re 
conftantly there once a Week, and ibme* ^ 
times twice* This fortunate Attachment 
to the Theatre not only gave the Manager 

the 
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Uie Profped of a fucccfsful Seaibn, but 
railed his Hopes of obtaining Redfeis 
againft the Dangers that began to threaten 
-from the gro^ng Building in-Crcw^Jireeh , 
Many and various were the Schemes for 
preventing the new intended Theatre, and * 
feme were carried into Execution. The 
Cafe of the Proprietors of the united The* 
atres of jiungter-'Jlrtet and Smck-alUy was 
printed) and delivered to all . the Members 
of Parliament,, fetting forth the great Ex^ 
pence they had been at m building and 
compleating two magnificent Theatres, 
and praying that the Number of Theatres 
might be limited by Parliament, as in 
London*^ and as two were thought fuHi- 
eient for that great City, that one might 
be fixed for Dublitk 

Bui 
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But it was fooa^ demanded^' by the Op 
poneats to this Cafct with what Decency 
the Proprietors of Smck-alley Theatre 
could appear in their Part of this Prayer td 
Parliament? About the Year 1728, that 
fuperb Theatre in ijhnper-'^eet was beuilc 
by a large Subfcription of the Nobility and 
Geatry^ and had .not been occupied above 
four or live Years, before another Subf 
fcription was opened for building a new 
Theatre 'm.Smock-allejfy on the Spot where 
the firit formerly fbod. It was therefore 
thought fomething immodeft for thofo 
Gentlemen who erected a fecond Theatre 
twenty-four Years ago» in Oppofition to a 
noble one juft built, to exdain^ agMnft a 
Clime they, had' themfelves committed,, 
and under more aggravating Circum<f 
ftances. Howevicr, iis nijiny. of the lead« 

inn. 
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ing Members of Parliament were Subfcri- 
ijprs to the new Building in Orow-Jtrecty 
^ad many more WeU*wifliers to it, the 
Caie of the Proprietors of the united The^ 
etres remaned ncglei5ted auid \mpitied«. 

: Tl^e Manager began very foon to fe« 
the Vanity of thefe Attempts, and at laH. 
to tura his Tiioughts properly to an Qp- 
poEtion^ and, like a good General, to. 
think, of eniifiing abk Troops^ repairing, 
bis Fordfications, and laying in every Nes 
cefiaqr for m vigoroM Deduce .againft this. 
mtcndcdJaTafiiMu . 

m • 

He began in. March, juft before the 

Entrance. of the Benefits, and made his 
firfl: Application to Mr5. Fitzbenry. He - 
told lier, and th^ whole Company, that it 
was high. Time to fee who would ftand by 
. him^ 
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him. He offered to article with her, at 
the Salary ihe then had^ Jive hundred*^ but 
finding her demur, he- offered her fix huiK 
dr^d Pdunds well knawiag, without heiv 
it would be uniafe 6>r him to article with 
a large Sody ^ People^ many of whom 
kad great Sfttanes^ aiid were only uiefuk 
I am forty «9Fadd, that being under irr^ 
filhble Influence \ and perhaps feeling the 
happy ConTequepce of itival Theatres and* 
intending Managers, Ihe gave a Reply- 
to his Propofal, which he underftood to ba 
keeping heri'elf open to Olfcrs from the* 
•other Side j and therefore, he declared too 
raihly againll entering into Arcides with 
any oi\Q ^ upon which, Mf. DexUr and 
Mrr Kdng went off, and figned with Mr.. 
SarrfB Attorney diredly. 

4 • . 

Xh« 

.1 
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Thus was the firft fatal Blow given by 
Mrs. Fitzbenry. Had (he ftood firm to 

. the Caufet the Manager mull have entered 
iiito Ardcles with every Member of his. 
Company \ which, with the Addidoh <of 
^Ax.Digges:a^d Mrs. IVard from EdinJmrgb^ 

• would have formed a Force, too ftrong^for 
any Powers that could be brought againfl: 
them; becaufe, though Mr.jBarry uid 
Mr. fFc0dwarJ are ezeeUeBt, yet even the 
London Theatres could not (pare diem 4i 
Company half equal in Merit. Mn J5tfr- 
ry's Charadcrs (efpedally thofe he moll 
excels in) require an accompliflied, firft- 
rate Adrefs to perform with him. Without 
a capital Female he muft be injured ; and 
Mr. fFoodward^% Comedies muft all fufiei^ 
(as they did) for want of Gentlemen and 
Ladies, without whpm Comedies (fome 

few 

Digitized by Google 



i 3 

JTcw excepted) muft prove the. worft En- 
tertainment that can be exhibited. 

« 

. ^hi$ fudden lx>is of King and Dexier 
alarmed the Manager. He began too late 
to alter his Refolution, and ligned a gene- 
ral Article with, ^ his Cimpmfj and 
'feemed determined on a refolute Oppo- 

fition ; at leaft, fuch weve my Thoughts 

• ■ » 

of him. And when the Seaibn .was over, 

and we met in London^ every Meeting was 
to purfue fome Step that might promote 
that Defign^ after feveral Meetings and 
Confultation^9 the following Pian was 
agreed on and rfcttled, ^viz. Tliat imme« 
dia^e Meafures ihould be taken to engage 
Mx. Digges and Mrs. ^'iar^ . to be in Dub^ 
Uhj for the Opening of the next Seafon.; 
that Mr. Tbeophilus Cibber ihould be en- 
gaged to ftren^then the Gomedief, 

which 
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which were to be our fok Dependance for 
the firft three Months j and thofe to h6 
aided by Pantomime, and all the exotic 
Entertainments that could be met with. 
Accordingly, we apptic;d tx> the Mailer of 
Sadlir'B Wells, who had, of late Years^ 
Exhibited feveral Pantomimes at ^eat £x^ 
pence, mcI mth general Applauds. Qf 
SieiidaH purchafed a compkat 

Pantomime, the Story, Mufick, Scencis^ 

> 

' and Machinery, all compleat; and his 
. Carpenter was hired, at the fame Time, to 
fet out with the whok Work, to fit it to 
our Stage. The Pantomime was purchaied 
of Mn Ro/mian for one hundred Poundsy 
(which he proved coil him five) and the 
Conveyance of ic to Dublin thirty odd 

« 

Pounds more ; the Carpenter was to havd 
twenty Pouiids, befides travelling Chargesl 
So that tht fixing- the whfil6 OA dhe J>u^ 

Stage, 
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« 

Dancer> was -amdcd with, «ti tJie. jam* 

' • • • 

' * * ■ ■ Km* 

xQcnts 00 the Wiir^ And thj^s, ^firijth Ct^r, 

• ber^ Digges^ and added to the Cohit 
pai>y, and the Auxiliaries from Sailcr^^ 
IFdU^^ was I to opeo the C^ippa^.W 
Qaobcr Ljs^f ag^iaft liheN&w Xhe^tm ii^ ^ 
J^roW'Jtreet ^ and Mrs* Fifzffcwy (who was 
« WcUrwiihcr to our C^ufc) was to* be ea^ 
gaged as loon as I arrived in Dublin^ and 
not to perform but with Mr. Sheridan y who 
was to join us at Chrifimas^ 

Thus Comedies^ aided by Pautomimc, 
iic^ were to be oppoi^dto the £ril furigu^ 
Jt ir^ of the Enemy ; and when that wai 
fuppofed to be fpent and over, pur great 

Vol. I. M CaanoA 
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Cannotfweirc to be moontcdi and, with- 
Ait all Doubt, if Sheridan aiid Fitzbenry,^ 
X)iggu and ^i»r^, had performed in the 
fitme Tragedies *, there would have been 
fuch a Force of ailing, as muft have 
4iftanced the Eflbrits of Crew-Jiufiti be- 
caufc, as I have already obfervcd, the De- 
pendence of the hew Managers jnuft then 
have been on an Aftrds taken from the 

» 

Xork Company, who was the bcft they 
could poflibly obtain, though no Endea- 
vours were wanting on their P^rt for » 
tetter. 

Thus, as Assistant Manager, agree- 

nble to the fecond Paragraph in my fore- 

« 

going Article, and in^efted with all th|; 
iieeefi&ry legal Powers by Letter of Attor- 
ney, to make fuch Engagements as I 

* As in the Diftnjid Mather^ the Pyrrhu mi Qn/* 
^$ the Jbdrmmdm uA Hmmm. 

fliouW 
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fhould think proper, and fign all Articles 
in Mr. Sberidanh Name, did I arrive in 
Dublin the 1 4th Day of OSlober^ and was 
obliged to open the Theatre on the 2 2d 
for the Performance of a Government - 
Fky» in Honour of the Anniverfary of his 
Majelly's Coronation. 

At my Arrival, I was furprlzed to fin^ 
die new Theatre (which was to be ready, 
^ and conipleated in the Sumnier) had feve- 

ral Workmen in it on the 14th of 0 Sober y 
and Monday the 2 2d was advertifed by 
them for the Opening ; the Night we were 
obliged to open the Theatre-Royal, and as 
die KLing's Company of Comedians, to 
perform our firfl Play. 

They opened with the Comedy of She 
xvcu^dand Sbt woiid not^ or tU Kind hnpojlofy 

Ma. to 
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4» 4 Howds abpvuc half ao4 mow 
could opt be ^xpeGboi^ as tbc Nmpc of aU. 
the; Petfonnen, except JS)^, vcce un- 
known *, and the fteport ^pj:«ad thiough 
the whole City the next Day ww univerCd • 

«i the I>isfavQwr of all i;he ii«w Actors, 
The Xecond Kight was the ^eg^ttr^s Oj^era^ 
"Which was repeated (for their third Play) 
IjO Uttk tnore )(l^a twenty Founds This 
plainly p^ovcdt that the J^ovdty of anew 
The;atre« aad new namUfs ^^rfrnmcr^ 
wouki do nothipg in DuUim This Difap^ 
poincment. brought the Managers forward 
much £xK)cr. than they intended » aivi 
when th^ performed the People muft 
have wanted Tafte ix^qed not to ha^^e 
crouded thither. 

Soon after my Arfiyai in Dnhliih Mr. 
Binan (late Mdfter of the B^b Company) 

came 

« 
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came to fee me. Mr» Sheridan^ before wfe 
parted in London^ told me ly£ had received 
'Letters from that Gentleman,, fignifying 
Kts Defire to perform in the Theatre- 
Koyai the approaching Seafon ; in Mr; 
Sberiiaffs Anf^er he reierr6d Mr* Brawn 
to me to fettle than Afiair at my Arrival. , 
We did ia } ami t!lstt new AAor proved a 
vttf fortunate Acquifitbn. His firft Ap- 
pearance was in the Ccpptr Captain in the 
Rule a Wife of Beaumont and Fletcher-^ 
and though he met with that certain Fate 
of a Stranger, of bringing very few People 
to fee him at his firft Performance, yet 
thofe who were prefent gave him univerfdl 
Applaufe. And his intrinfic Merit in 
that Character* was fully proved } his firft 
Night brought no more than twelve 
Pounds, Ms fecond Time (^ performing it 
twenty-eighr, and the third Time more \ 

M,3 till 
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,till at laft (as the Efiifatiia was alio well 
fupported by Mrs* Knmedjf) it became the 
only eibibliihed Comedy of the Seafon. 

.He was well received in Benedi£ly Don Jobn^ 
in the Chances^ and all Parts of that Caft \ 
but I. could not agree with that Gendeman 
about iiis Abilities for Tragedy ; and my 
not conienting to his performing fevcral of 
the capital Chara&ers difobliged him \ but 
perhaps the Miikake was on my Side 

r 

i. doubt 'not but my EngUJb Reader^ 
who never faw this Ador, or perhaps in a 

^ diladvantageous Light, may wonder at 
this Encomium from me, who muft have 
:feen, and confequently admired the late 
Mr. IVilks in the Copper Captain. I had 
.frequendy that Pkafure, and was amoogft 

• the Number of his Adnurers ; and I do 
alfo dechure Mr. Brimn to be the beft I 

• 4 * . t 

* . have 
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V 

Bavc feen^ fince the Death of that inimi^ 
table A&Qr», ia that Gijarj^ter ^ and yet I 
muft p^ove iiigrielf fexiQbk.of hi4 Fai^tr, .1 
.Hiake .q^. Doubt but j^k«9|i hM^io^fi^^ifCai 
^the pM&nt gneat^AAof of l4nim 
dii^t ^ Don FeU^ff i¥ht> i!)fv&8^ Laugher 
and Delight m liis Auditors from his 
jppmted Paufei i \>u% thtD-he haf Judgment 
«todirc6t him, to a Second, as to the pro* 
.per Time to continue them. ^ Paufes are' 
.^anjgerous Intervals, if the Circumltance 
and Situation of the Charader does not 
demand them ^ as in the Comedy of the 
fVonder^ in that entertaining Scene between 
Don Felix and ViolantCy where the Faufe is 
^siear 6)ur Minutes ^ but then, the marking 
' Eye, and every correfponding Limb, fup< 
plies the Want of Worfls ib efiedy^ally, as 
to create repeated Laughs, from the Looks 
and Ad^ions of .that judicious A6lor. 
... M 4 Now, 
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• Kow, Mr. Brmny k th6 Ca^^ Captain^ 
'points all kis Paufes extretnely well, buc 
'h€c^Miii«eB them too long^ nay, ibine- 

« 

times to fach a Degree of Tediou&els, ^ 
, to >ii%uft th/^ cbat were ^ firft delighted. 

■ About the fecoad or third Week Mr. 
Digges tadi Mrs. H^d arrived in DuMm 
-which gave us and our Friends great Spi- 
rits, as we were then alfo in the daily Eir- 

■peftation of the Arrival Of the Ship wrth 
^ Mr. Tbeophilus Cihher and our Auxiliarica 
•from England. 

But alas t our Misfortunes began fronx 
^this very Period \ Fate was againft us ^ to 
>fee the Changes of this fublunary World j 
where fortunate Cireumftances ariie to 
ibme fiom the Miii»ics and Deftrudion of 

others.' 
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others. Afisr a vfrjr dMutful tboimy 
Night, a Rvmodf pMviifed* that the Ship 
callfcd tike D»iUt$^ Qiptain fmii^ fttMh 

Parkgate, full of F^engers/ was kft ; 
aiid after the painful Interval of ten or 
twelve DayS) k appeared by two Gentle- 
men juil: arrived in the Packetboat from 
Hclybeadj (one of whom was my AcquaiM- 
ance ) that they had the Happinefs to quit 
that Ship in the River Dee When iindtfr 
Sail, finding 4t craudtd WitkPaUftnger^i 
tiiat they faw CiMiTi JMid^^ Md att ^r 
iHsople on Board ; that ihe w«s aft ^.^up 
new'vampt, and had but three Skilors and 
one Boy befides the MaStefi that the 
Storm drove her to the North t that £he 
paiTed the of Man^ on the Coait of 
which tomt Things were ^Dund^ fuppofed 
to be blown from her Decks ; but it was 
. certain flie foundered on the Coaft of S^et- 

M 5 " land^ 
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la^d, where the Body .of .Mrs.. iw^rJ, Wife 
4(> Mji%J^^rd on Carkr^il i(Jwavn to be on 
;Board.that: Ship) was ctS^ oi\Shpire» wtfh 
a Chdk of Poadis and Books bcloog^ig to 
•poor Cik^. Theoe. was a noble Eaii» 
wiiii his joungell Son^ and about fevtt^ 
^P-afiengers, on Bpard this £ttal. Ship. On 
4bcooiilit' of the unhappy Lord, a VefiH 
' and Servan.ts were fent off to fearch along 
•.thc.Coaft Qf Scoiland^ and they returned to 
, Vuiflm with ,ma^)y fatal Proofs of the 
• Wrisck* . A^.Iiiad the Hqaour of being 
< acqvmatcd . wjlth th? .prefent Earl, . he was 
pkafed to 4>ermit jne to wait on hicq, to 
'fte sh/^. f%d Tc^ns. his Me^ngqrs :had 
* brought}:. and among them were ibme 
Papers, of nD Worth, belonging to Cibbdr^ 
and a Part hi a Play, with his Name.wrc^c 
. on it i the Sight of them afflicted me. It 

* 

' > was 1 t[iat perfuaded him into that fatal 

Engagement. 

♦ • 
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Engagement, i PoorCiW^r/ He iiad k)ng^ 
^e.the BlaftS;of Adver/ity j hjs Life was 
teni^ftuQy?, An4> EafP.i.to end, it in a 
$tprm !. Our Lofs of MaMfi^ was almoft 
y:retri?vablc i. b,?cavlfe wi^h our ffarlequinf 

pf the VmumVfyf > as alfo ainong the Ge* 
^iqiilbsy tl^e Mafi who played, on the twelve 
£ells faftened to .hi& Head,, Han^ds, and 

* 

' Bbt bowcnrer, Difficitltiet mpft ht fur^ 

I 

.niouuted, and one favourable Circumftance 
.yet remained, Mr. ^ijofoman's Carpenter, 
:wl»o made, the Machinery,, apd was to fit 
,it to. our Stage, got down to the Water/- 
,Side at Parkgate about three Hours after 
the above-mentioned fatal Ship iailed with 
Maddo^ and hi^ Ac;^ uaintance ^ aad alii4r% 
lamenting his Misfottune of miifing that 

Paflage, 
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JPuflage, he was obliged to^ make his Wojr 
AMHigh^jfej 10 H^tfbfad^ (t^g pufiied- 
« ta Tittle) And arrkred UirDirMfti Iwifr 
pays before the Difcovery of the Lofi of 
that Ship. With htaAffiftance I fet all 
Hands to work, coQe&ed the Plot and Bu^ 
fmei5 of the Scenes as weU as we couki 
from this Mdn^ got a new Harlequin^ 
adapted Mufic to the Scenes, and had the 
Pantomime performed in three Weeks^ 
which was receiyed wkh great Applaufe» 
I belieNre I have no where inlbrmed my 
Reader, that the Scenes, Machinery, 
of this PantoiiMne, were packed up in 
rough Cafes by this Carpenter, and put 
on Board a Veflel in the River ^hameSj in 
the Month of Septemier^ bound for Dublin^ 
where ihe arrived in four Days ^ a Pailagr 
Ibldom made u> k& than a Montht 

Mr.' 

« 
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^ Mr. Z)/g;VMd Mf»r 
few D^f s after their Arrival, and were uni* 
verfally congratulated* A$ they were the 
Origuials in the Charadters o£ Douglas and 
Lady Randsifk in Mn Hme's aew Tcage-^ 
dyv at the Theatre io Ediniurgbr^^htK it' 
firftappeaitd^ I (boa t»med my Thought 
on4mng^g it forward, aa^ theoi% Tra^ 
gedy we oo^kl venture on, with any J^cp^ 
peBt of S«fcty md Socce&t the ScHtik 
Mufic for the Ovotuti, aad f iccn JMtWMto 

the Afts, which Mr. Digits brought with 
him, |>roved an; agreeable Decoration. 
When our intended Ferformanice .of 
Douglas appeared in the News-fapers,. 
there .came out aa Advertiiement ia the 
foUowing Words:. The Tragedy of 
^ DoMglas will wry ipeedtty- be performod* 
at the New Thcstm in Cr9W*ftmt\ the 

1* Pan 
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<^ Part of Ikuglas by Mr. Barry, and 
f< .the Bvt of JUdy tUniolpb by Mrs. 

Fitzhenry/* Bfttj; alas.i beiiig, tp0 
poor to be frightened, Q^r Douglas wa^ 
performed,, and repeated M^xk fp. ipucb 
Succefs, that FacoQ j^gai^ tp, be the 
ttixiverial.Tsdbk-talki; aad^ii; w^..9^4 
lune Kights to.ihe greattft At^eaci/^ we 
. 4ad that Scafoai which was ino-6naU Trir 
•umph on : o«r ;Sidi^ . u . thift . Elay- never 
appeared at the Xftw Thoatre, agreeaUe to 

» 

As we were advanced tow^ds the End 
of Navember.y I. made feveral Attempitf to 
' engage. Mrs. Fitzbmry^ who, in tlxat pre- 
carious Situation, demanded S(4:urity to be 
given her for thePaymentof the hve.hun* 
4ied Pounds, which flie,urgedf..(and in* 
^deed withribfne AppearaiKeof Rea^ *co 
' - ' lay 
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•hy the ftranger Injun&bn on "Mr. Sberh^ 
dans yi^n he ; heard, his Friends were 
(x)umi fi}r..him, , to come over at Chrijlmas^ 
agreeable to his own Plan. I was fo warm 
in this Affair, as to folicit and fucceed 
with three. Perfons, of Worth and Confe^. 
.quence iA that. City, to conient to be 
. bound to iMt Lady for the Payment of her 
.five hundred Pounds Salary. And juft as 
the Bond near executingt Mr. Sheridan 
was ft> muoh inccoied 
making jthat v6pfe€iede|itefl Demand oika. 
Manager, (and indeed a fatal one, lyilefi 
atteiuted with umifual Circumftjinces, as 
in this Cafe) th^t he wr<H:e.a Letter, in 
, which he not only Ihewed hi? Refentment 
to her Demand of Security, but expreffed 
his. Doubts of his being able to be in J^ub^ 
. lin that Seafon as he ipteoded. This Let- 
ter, of coucTe, drove Mrs. Fitzbenrj tp joiir 

Opponents 
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opponents in the New Theatre, whole 
Friends were iblidting her tft be with 
them $ tind in Hafte the Wtx w«s pr^M 
tt the BotK>m of an Artide with the new 

Managers. Not the fatal Day before the 
breaking up of a long contefted Siege, 
and furrendering the Town to the £nem]f, 
could be more ^ftrciaful than tbat Day,^ 
when it was publkly known that FUzbemy 
had figned with the Managrrs of Q^^uh- 
ftrmf and that Mr.* Shiridim wovld nat 
cMie«m C0 the RelMf of the poor TheOi- 
««4loyal ! not only Ottr Company ap-^ 
peared Slanet-fbock, but idl oxkt Friends, 
in the City hung down their Hcads^, and^ 
gave us up for loft Wretches. 

But what were my Feelings at that 
-Jim&urt ? Who was not only loaded with^ 
theCiftrefles of Numbesis^loittheAiiiftaMie 

zrom 

♦ 
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fiom E^^land by z trod Storm, thought 
^ ttijrfelf defeited by my Friend, and left 

lumwAded by many Dangers : For the 

* * 

wortblefs Part of the Tradefinen, and all 

.. • . 

the mean^ ^^jSr PcdfcHis m the Company^ 
upon the Knowledge of Mr. Sbiridatis not 
coQiing over, immediately began to turn 
their Thrmghts on makiftg thtfir Mark 
for Payment. TfaUth«jrdi^ dtoughthey^ 

» * 

all well knew how I was then fituated in the 
Theatre. That was the third Winter, fince 
Mr. Sberidan was reftored as sol£ Man a-' 
G£R ^ and they knew the two preceding; 

r 

k 

Seafons, their BiUs were all delivered intd 
the Office, and Receipts ^ven m his Name 
alone. 

* 

But we had one remaining Relburle left 
(which I forgot to mention) as a Part of 
the formidable Plan made in the Summer 

ia 
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in London \ which was,^ that the Mari^cjs 
ef Drury-Lane Theatre, had been fo good 
as to give Leave of . Abfence to Mi£; 
Macklin^ the latter. £nd .of the Month 
of to accompany . her Father» who 

was to come over- to uSt to perfbrai. with 
hU Daughter a Dozen Nights, and tt>ex« 
hibit fomc new Piece of his Writing,, that 
.would have been, of undoubted Service to 
us^ as well as to chemf(ilveS| and a parting. 
Blow tp our OpponentSr , 

m • 

»••• ».< >• •*, 

• I ' • » • 

. This pur dernUr Refort, I acquainted 
cur deiponding Conipany wi(h % and told 
^^em, I would bring on their Benefits at 

• • • * 

the End of "January^ in the moft advanta- 
geous Seafon for them \ and as the Benefits 
would cany us through February ^d 
i^i4rcbj we ihould by that Means, keep a 
clear, S^age for the Reception rO^f. ^ fu^ 

fcqueat 

\ 
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ie(|uent. Aid of »Mr. Macklin and lus 
Daughterr. 

We had, during tins unfortunate .3ea* 
Ibn, feveral bad Audiences, which were 
to be expeded j but that fo many. Ihould 
happen at the new Theatre, their Jirft 
Winter^ was a Subjedt of fopie Aftonifh* 
moit, to all unacquainted with Dublin^ 
and a Diiappointment the new Managers 
.q>uld not ealily difpenfe wkh, when their 
greatUndertaking was properly confideredL 

When our Benefit Plays began to be 
advertifed, (as many in our Company had 
.great IntereA in the City,, which was well 
known) the Friends of the new Managers 
thought of a very happy Expedient^ to 
defend them againft the Injury they muft 
have unayoidahly fuftained \ and that w^ 

. to 
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«> apply to feme ieadingJJulies of Quafityv 
to fix on their Nights, ibefpeak their Pkys^ 
and make an Interefk: for all Parts <^ the 
flouTc, particularly by Pit and Gallery 
Tickets, among their Tradefmen, as for 
a diftinft Benefit. This was done, by 
ivluch means it was common to find fome 
Woman of Quality,, making an Intereft 
ibr HYu Pt aV, m \kt new Theatre^ with: 
the fame Zeal that the poor Player was 

txerdng himfcif at our Houfe, on tht 

«^ • 

iame Night, to flippoit his Wife and 
Children I 

A plealant Friend of mine, fupplied me 
with the foltowing Anecdote at that luno- 
sure, which, I dare fay, my Reader wiJT 
thank me for. That Gentleman's Curio- 

fity led him to one of thcfe Ladies PlaySy 

« 

and the Scene which he fkw a£ted in the 
' *■ . . Box- 
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Box-E^OM, * well rewarded, Ixim ! . wbick 

The 5grcat Lady of . the Ni^h^ g(»e». 
early into the Box-Room, to receive her 
Company. This Lady had Tent out Pit 
and Gallery Tickets to all her Trades-^ 
People^ with Threatemngi of ^ the Lois of 
her Cufton), if they did not diijpore .of 
them : And ihe Copcerii ihe was uadei« 
when the Time was lapproaching for the 
dra^ng up the Curtun, at the Sght cS a 
dun Pit and Galleries, introduced the foL- 
lowing Eatertainment. Thje Lady wa& 

r 

• The Theatres of London have only a Lobby 

Wfere the Boxer i but tkofeia i>«MMr art bmit wMi m 

commodious Box-Room^ particularly that in Aungier- 
Struts which is iiiiely ornamepced* and large enough 
to bold all the Company that can 6l in the Boxes % bom 
whence they all immediately retire at the End of the 
Play, as to a Drawing-Room, where they converfe 
each otber^ till the/ are called to their Carriages. 

ready 
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na&Y to faint ; and after SmcUing-Botdes' 
were applied, Ihc crycd out " Jhe was 

^ ruined and undone ! She would never be 

al?le to look dear Mr. B- s. in the Face 

any more^ after fucb a Jhacking Difap- 

^ pointment r At many of thcfe repeated 

_ * 

Lamentations, the Box-Keeper advanced, 
and fwd, •* I beg your Ladyjhip will not he 
^ fo dijheartened^ indeed your J^dyjhip^s Pit 
** will mendy and your Ladyjbip's Galleries 
tooy will certainly mend^ before the Play 
^ begins.*^ At wliich the Lady cry'd, " Out 
you naity, flattering. Fellow 1 I tell 
^ yoii I'm undone ! Ruin'd and undone ! 
that's all ! But PU be reyeng'd ^ I am 

refolved Til pay ofy no, rU 

turn offy ail my faucy Txadcfnaciai To-^ 
morrow Morning.*? 

Moil 
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Moft of our Benefits proved profperous ; 
riicre were takcw-to twenty-eight Benefit 

Plays, above fhrecdioufandPounds s thougli 
eight or nine were failing Nights, as they 
were taken by Perfons without Merit or In- 
tereft. This worthlcfs Part of theConipany, 
were they, who todc a very mean Method 
19 ferve themfelves, and that was by com-' 
pliumng to thoie they tddreifed, (by way of 
uioving their Compaflion) that they bad re^ 
cfived no S alary ^ though there was eleven 
hundred and lixty-eight Pounds ten Shil- 
lings divided amongft them, according to 
their Rank of Salary, before the Commence^ 

m 

ment of the Benefits \ as appears by the Books 
now in my Friend Mr. Bradley\ Hands, 
all properly examined, and figned, by Mr. 
Jtthn Knowles, and Mr. Jams Bardini 
' Perfons appointed to that Office by Mr. 
Sheridan : And as every Benefit was fettled, 
*$ ufijal, at<forty Pounds £xpence to *the 

Adtor, 
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A&xx, 1 took but fixtsen FooikN ia Ctfli, 

to pay^thc Contingencies^ as Mulic, ^Ser- 

» 

vanu, ^c. and allowed each FerfoA 
tweaiy^four Pouods of their Arrevs «f 

/ 

And from whit was dpnc vaidsr the 
dread&d Misfortunes, andDifappointments 

that have been already defcribed^ . it joiuft 
be obvious to evexy commoa Capacity^ 
'that Succsss m\k{k hay^ attended a con-* 
trary ^Fortune; nod then every Jgaigage* 
ment would have been ful^lted^ which ' 
levcry Man has an undoubted Right ta 

It h however an ucu^ueftionable Fad:, 
that Mn Sheridan intended to come over ' 
that S^on to the AilUtance of his Com« 
pany, when he jpromifed lihem ^ becaufe 
in confequence of that^ he put himfelf tq 
S;reac Inconveaiefxde ut the Summer, to 

advance 

Digitized by Go»gIe 



{ ids ] 

.1 » 

^vaiKe the Mpney nccdfary for theipui^ 
xrhaling and forWardihg the Scenery and 
IMachinery of die Pantotnunev and other 
relative Expences : Aiwi befiite 'that-Lofi^ 
;by his not ooming^ he knew a lofihg 
^Scafon muft be the Confequence ^ there^. 
fore that he was prevented, by the un- 
iiappy Situation of his A^airs, from conung 
to ferve himfelf as well as his Company^ 
hiuft be called his Misfortune^ and not his 

_ * 

-Fault, o Man was more hurt than I> 
ty that Difappointment, nor had more 
fecming Reafon to refent it j hut when^ I 
was informed of the true Caufe^ I 
mented, that a Man of his Abitmes^ 
•Ihould mcel with fuch iiard Fatfev - 

At the Eaterahce of the Month of 
iV&r^i&, I began to renew my Correspondence 
with Mr« MackUn^ about his coming, ovior 

Vot. I. N with 

ft 
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with his Daughter, to our Afliilaacc, as 
was agreed on when we parted in LandoH % 
but after the Exchange of two or three 

JLctters, I received one to infonn me c£ 
his determined Refolution, to conu y 
the chief Reafon afligned, was. his Daugh- 
ter's ill Health, which made it uniafe for 
her to take fuch a Journey and Voyage. 

This laft DifappoiAtment compelled me 
to put the Orders I received from Mr. 
Shmdatiy about that Time, into Exectition, 
and to di£alve the Company from aBing arrjf 
JfiHgcr on bis Jcccuttty and to dofe the Seajon. 
.This was dpne about the 20th of April i 
but as the whole Company were /uppoied 
to be Suflfeters, by Arrears of Salary due 
to them, the. Manager judged if neccflary 
(as he declared in his Letter) to offer it tp 
their Cowiideration, if they tlwughi proper 
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to proceed- on their ovf n ^Account) for a 
few Piays more, they had his Leaves 
which Favour they accepted of, as ap- 
peared by the following Advertifement, 
figiied by all the principal Men and Wo^ 
men in th? Company. 

THEATRE-ROYAL* 

■ 

^* As Mr. Sberidafiy by a Letter to Mr. 
Viacr^ clofed his Interefl: in this Seafon*& 
Performance, on Friday laft the 27th 
of Jpril : We, whofe Names are under- 
" written, have determined to perform for 
^* our joint Profit, through this prefent 
" Term, We cannot addrefs the Public 
** on this Occafion, without firftexpreffing 
our moft grateful Thanks for the con- 
*• llant Inftances of Favour and Prote<5lion> 
^ which we have experienced, through- 

N z the 
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** tht whole Courffr of the Sealba : At at 
Time aifo, when every Endeavour waai 

^< ufed, and every theatrical Art nertedy. 
to oppofe a Set of Ferfons, viio wen: 

unexpeftedly dcfcrttd and abandoned^ 



Unforefcen Loffes will, it is hoped,, 

recommend us to the coiuinued Pa« 
" tronage of thj^^Town./ '.And we beg^ 

Leave to aflure the Public, that it fhall 
*^ be our Pride and Study to perform the 

enfuing Beprefentations, with as much. 

Accuracy and Diligence, now we ark 

L£PT TO OUR OWN CoNDUCT, aS WC 

have been compelled to fufFer Irrego- 
larity and Confuuon, from having been 
fubjeded to a Variety of Disap- 

POINTMENTS.** 



(4 
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J. Sparks. 
2". Heaphy. 
Kennedy. 
Fred. Giovcr. 
J.mider. 
y*. Ryder. 

^ . . . , • 
J. fVatfott. 

Farrell. R. Hurft^ 



E. Kennedy,^ 
S. mider. 

m 

M. Philipps^ 

Farrell^ 
u£ Mafon^ 
E. Glover.. 
E. Stmt., 



This pompous Advertifement {dfi I was: 
informed) did them no Service. The vi^'arm. 
Seafon was too far advanced^ and their 
Endeavours ended with three or four ua« 
fuccefsful Performances^ 



But before I quit this Subjcd, I muft 
beg my Readers Patience, to do a Piece of 

N j commoa 
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common Juftice to nty Character, which^ 
I heard, was rudely attacked by fome Part 
of the Company, who gave out that 1 had 
promifed them a Dividend of the Money, 
at that Time in my Hands, and thai I bad 
broke that Promife ; yet they were forced 
to acknowledge, by the Receipts produced, 
that all the Caih in my Hands, had been 
paid away, though, no doubt, improperly,, 
as it was not paid to them. 

I have often obferved, that thoic Men, 
who are regardlefs of their own Promifes^ 

» 

are moft fevere upon others ; nay, they 
catch at Words, when carelefsly, and ca- 
iually uttered for their Service, and are fure 
to work them into a Promifi, 

I did fay (when applied to) that a Divi- 
dendjhould be made as ufual ^ // was my In- 

tentiatk'^ 

m 

•1 
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iention j feveral Dividends had be^n made ; 
» 

£ut when I faid it, I did not know the 
C^ih I then held in my Hands, would be 
the lait I ihould receive from the Theatre : 
Mn Macklin's determined Letter was not 
then arrived ; I.vras till then, in Hopes qf 
having the Happinefs of making many 
more Dividends : But when the unexpected 
Letter came, which brought his abfolute 
Refufal to . come over with his Daughter, 
the whole State of Affairs was then al- 
tered ; I was then to diifolve the Com- 
pany by Order xj£ the Manager ; I was 
then to take the Condition of the fuj^ing 
Trade/men into Confideration : Thofe, whofe 
Good-nature had inclined them to give pa- 
xient Credit to the Theatre, and fome to 
the Injury of their Families* Every Per- 
former in the Company, had enjoyed fe- 
veral Dividends, befides xh^dx ^£en^ts^ 

which 
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Wliich were then happily ovcrj fomc ol(>. 
the Tradefmcn had aot received one Far-^- * 
thing that Seafon and I really thought it 
a Point of Confcience> and only doing a 
common Jiiftice, to tmlcc that la^ DM- 

m 

dendMiongJl ihem^ and fonie particulars^ 

Players.^ inftead of the whole Companj^ i 
And thus I found myfelf 6ompellcd to alter 
my Intention^ tliough nothing fhould have 
forced me to break my Promife. 

« 

And now the Sercritjr of my Fato draws 
tacar. The Morning when I left a City, 
thatjj by fourteen Years uninterrupted 
Flappinefs, I began to think my own \ 
I muft confefs, I landed on my native 
. Country, England^ with Sorrow ; fearing I 
ihould never more fee a People I had long 
loved > nor re-vifit the hsaxd of Hospita- 
lity itad true Bem»voi.e»ce. 

End of VOL. 1. 
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